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Compiled ft Late Mb, J. II. Little* b,a. 

Headmaster of the Xowab Bahadur's Imtitvtioi i» St urihidabad, Bengal* 
(Continued from page 200 of Yah XX.) 



At tlie end of the yvar Alivardi Khan left Murshidahud to subdue Urissa 
which was held by one ol Sar imm Khans officers named Mursbid Kali Khan 
wild was absent during the whole ol 1741 and part of 1742. In ibe beginning 
nf 1742 lliiji Ahmad, who bud been left in rkaige of the government at Mur- 
skidabnd, was quarrelling with the English on the ground that they were car¬ 
rying on an illegal trade in salt, “ Tbe English," he said to their vakil, 
,h traded with much greater advantage than even the King's own subject* it 
was therefore shameful in them to peddle in the few things left for the natives; 
besides salt was reserved for the Nabob’s own profit and we had several times 
experienced during his (llaji Ahmad's) ministry that a trade therein would 
not be suffered." The English vakil contended that if ®ny of the Company’* 
servants or soldiers hud engaged in the trade in salt they bad done so in a 
cl underline manner but the Company itself hud oo cognisance of the mutter. 
Itoji Ahmad refused to believe him and during the whole interview was in 
such a puss ion that the vakil was aoon reduced to silence. 

When the news of this reached Calcutta the Council met on the 1st Febru¬ 
ary and resolved to send letters (hiinig-h the President to Haji ALinud and Jogat 
SetL Fateh Ckand which they hoped would have a good effect in accommodat¬ 
ing the affair. They hoped much from Fateh Chanel* '* If he h pleased tc 
use Ilia good offices/' they aaid, w F e flatter ourselves liudjee may be brought 
into better temper by hi a means/' Their hopes were justified. On the 22nd 
February the English at Cas&tmbazar wrote 4i Through the means and interest 
of Futfithuud the salt affair is finisbecL He has engaged to Had joe Hamel 
ihui the English will not in future give umbrage tq the government by a traf¬ 
fic of this kind/" They forwarded a copy of Haji Ahmad's perwanna to the 
governor of Rajmahal ordering him not to molest the owner* of the salt in 
dispute and recoin mended that these people should reimburse the Company 
fur the cost of the perwaanu which had amounted to Es, 12,000 paid to Haji 
Ahmad and Its. L193 to officers at the Durbar. “ They think themselves very 
fortunate/’ they added, “ to finish thi-* affair for such a sum which it wholly 
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owing to Futtichund's good offices and tbe Nabob being at eo great a dis¬ 
tance/' 220 

In March 1*41 tbe Company gave a uotc of hand to -fagot Seth Fateh 
Chand and Seth Anand Chand for Us. 150,000. In November they paid oB 
lis. 50,000 of this and id March 1742 Jagat Seth’s gome stab at Calcutta ask¬ 
ed that the interest on this account might be made up and paid to him. 1 be 
interest, calculated up to the 21st March, amounted to Its. 12,000 ami ibis sum 
was paid to Jagat Seths gomastah on the 20th. At the same time a new note 
of hand for the balance of its. 100,000, payable on demand, and to carry inter¬ 
est at the rate of nine per cent, per annum, was given by tbe Company to, Jagat 
Seth Fateh Chand and Seth Anand Chand, 

On tbe same date the name of Seth Mahtab Rni, tbe son of Seth Anand 
Chand, appears in the records for the first time. Besides the note of band for 
R». 100,000 mentioned above the Company's servants signed two other notes of 
hand, one for Re, 110,000 and the other for Rs- 100,000, both payable to Jagat 
Seth Fateh Chand and Seth Anand Chand, and an additional note for Re, 90.CHK1 
payable to Seth Mahtab Rai. The latter had now taken his father’* place in 
the firm which, however, as late as 1759 when Fateh Chand had been do ad six 
years, still figures in the records as the house of Jagat Seth Fateh Chand ami 
Sett Anand Chind-^® 

However the English did not use any one title consistently as the designa¬ 
tion of the firm hut Jagat Seth Fateh Chand and Seth Anand Chand, Jagat 
Seth Futticbnnd alone or Seth Mahtab Rai were all used indifferently. In 
fact when the four transactions mentioned above were settled the note of hand 
for Us. 90,000 is ascribed to Jttgut Seth Fateh Chand and one for Rs. 100,000 to 
Seth Mahtab Rai as the following extract from the Consultations dated the loth 
November, 1742 shows “ The President now laid before the Board tbe follow¬ 
ing Interest notes paid off pursuant to Order of Council tbe 8tb Instant nnd 
They were now Cancelled at the Board. 

To Juggatseat Futtichund—Dated 21st March, 1741-2. 

Principal **» 100,000 

Interest to 8th November 7 moa. 18 days 

at 9 p.c. P. ann. ... — 5,700 

105,700 

Butta 151 P- Cent. 16,883 8 

12208T8 

220. Bengal Coni at unions, 1st February. 174142; 27lh February, 174142.' 

223. Beflittd Cofuullation, 2£hh Starch. 1742. 
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Tu Futtichuud Dut(d 26ib Murch, 

Principal ■” 900(H) 

Interest to do. 7 moa 13 das at Do- -JOn 3 



95017"8 

Batta 15$ P, Ot. 

14727”10”6 

To Juggataemt Futtiehund and AuundmAd do* 

Principal *-■ — 110,000 

Interest, to <1p. 1 mos M dfls at Do. ... b,UJ H 


iiMaa^ar 

Batta 1*5$ P. Cent. 

... 18,000"8’-» 

To Seat Mnubatry dated ditto. 

Principal 

Interest in do. 7 moi 13 ilas at Do, 

jqqooo 

5575 


105575 

Batta 15$ P. Cent. 

... ltS364”r- 


109745 ” 2”6 


134133’'*’9 


121939 ” 2 ”- 


4879O0”l3 t ’3 

.V troublous per iod now befell the inhabitants of Beog*t. In ILtirch 1«42 
reports began to reach Ifursbidabad that lire Alahrutta* had entered Hie pro* 
vines ami were making their way to Birhhuoi. By the 3rd April people began 
to notice that Itaji Ahmad and Jagat Seth Fateh Chsud were extremely busy 
—the former in taking measures for the defence of the city and the latter in 
making preparations for sending away his family and treasure. The next day 
it transpired that -Ingat Seth had received a letter from the raja of (he invaded 
district announcing that bn had fled to Birbhum from before the fare of a force 
of upwards of 80,000 Mnhrnttn horse who were plundering every place they 
f ame to and holding up the principal inhabitants to ransom. Day by day the 
news became more alarming. Calcutta was being put into a state of defence, 
the Mabrattas had teach*! Birbhum plundering ami burning every town they 
passed and were marching on to Mnrshidubnd. By the end of April there waa 
not n merchant nr man of note left at Mutthidabud or Cossimbamr except those 
connected with the government. Jagat Seth and the officers of the durbar bad 
sent away their families which, the English at Ca»imb«ar declared, " looks ns 
if things did not go right.” 20* boats armed at Calcutta and the report waa 
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epread abroad “ of vast sum of money being imported by them/' I 
bags of rupees belonging to Jugat Setb undoubtedly arrived iu tbe city at this 

time .® 22 

Ominous reports began to be circulated about Alivardi Khun and his arm; 
who were marching back from Orissa and were said to have reached Burdwan 
where the K&wab bod been forced to entrench himself strongly Haji Ahmad 
marched from Uundiidubnri with a reinforcement of =1,000 men but got uo fur¬ 
ther than Cutwa anil had to return for the Mahrattas were in strong force bet¬ 
ween Cutwa and Burdwan. They had invested the Nawab’s camp, cut him off 
fn„» all supplies of provisions and skirmishes were of daily occur rente between 
the two armies. AHvardi Khan managed to get a letter through to Haji Ahmad 
informing the latter that he was surrounded by the enemy who had demanded 
a kror of rupees as the price of their withdrawal but he stoutly declared “they 
shall have nothing from me" At length the Nawnh attempted to force a passage 
through the Mubrotta army ami this brought on a general battle in which num¬ 
ber* fell mi both sides but tbe Xawab succeeded in forcing his way through with 
about :t,500 ho me. “"a the 4ili May, at night, lLadjee received a letter from 
lbe camp which be immediately carried into his private apartment and com¬ 
municated it onlv to Futtiobnnd and one or two more contrary to Ins usual cus¬ 
tom.’’ The English vakil was able to send the purport of this letter to his em¬ 
ployers from which they could see “ the condition the Nabob and his army are 
in." This, indeed, was almost desperate. The Mali rat t as wore on his flanks 
end rent, his nrmv was destitute of provisions hut in spite ..f every obstacle he 
conducted u notable and successful retreat as far as Cutwa. Here he was in 
comparative safety for the river was open to him and reinforcements and sup¬ 
plies uf provisions could reach him. 2 ® 3 

The rainy season wo* now approaching when the MuhratUis would be fon - 
ed to retire hut lie fore retreating a renegade, named Mir Habib, promised the 
Vahriitta general that if he would lend him a body of horse, lie would bring him 
money enough to satisfy all his wishes. Eluding Alivard. Khan ami h.s army 
he * nil deni v swoop* 1 down on Murshidabad, plundered the house of -Tugat fetli 
“ which they seemed to single out,”®® and carried away two krnrs of rupees 
besides o quantity of other goMs. The translator of the Seir Mutaqherm was 
Htruck with Hie remarkable fact that this huge sum was all in rupees struck ut 
Arcot and therefore but a fraction of Fateh (’hand’s wealth and adds " so amaz¬ 
ing a loss which would distress any monarch in Europe, affected him so little. 


222. Bengal CownU.ticmZ 29th Man*, 1742; 5th April, 1742: 80th April, 1742; 02ud April, 

Commltuttwi*. 2bih April, 28th April. 3rd May. 12th Way. 1742. 

224, Bragal ConpulLaiion* 27ib 
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that he continued to give government bills of exchange at eight of full one coror 
at a time : and the fact is too notorious in Bengal to need auy proof.'' 

A far heavier blow in the estimation of Jo gat Seth followed. The Mahrattaa 
were enemies and their raid was one of the ordinary risks of war but after they 
had departed, either some of the Nawab's or Huji Ahmad's mercenaries plun¬ 
dered bis house again and carried off what the Muhrattas bad left. Therefore, 
although there wub nothing more to feat from the Jlubrattns for at least four 
months. Jagst Seth Fateh Chand fled from Murshidabad taking bis two grad- 
w >ns with him. The Nawab sent officers to recall him but be refused to return 
and went on to Dacca. “ How can I be in safety,” he reasoned. “ when there is 
no kind of government in the city" ? Fateh Chand's arrival at Dacca on tbe 
2Dth May produced such a panic in that place that had not tbe Diwan taken 
careful precautions not a person of any note would have remained in tbe city. 

The condition of affairs at Murshidabad on the 7th June may be seen in 
the following extracts from a letter received by the President and Council from 

Cass i mho zar:— t , 

“ They are concerned to tell us that as yet none of their merchants who en¬ 
gaged for the silk piece Goods are returned or any of the weavers to their abodes 
all the towns where most of those goods were made being destroyed and t e 
weavers' looms burned with their bouses.... !n an aresdast to the Nabob and 
Hadiee Mamet they have represented the great loss and disappointment they 
have already suffered in their business and which must vastly encreasc unless 
authority be used to oblige their merchants to come and finish the contracts 
made but they fear the success of this petition for unless Juggntseat can be 
persuaded to return thay believe few or none of the merchants will think it safe 
to do it bis conduct being the general guide to all of them. They hear of bis 
arrival at Dacca and pretending sickness to all the Nabob's messengers who on 
the 6th dispatched the CoweeEB of Muxoidavad to entreat bun to come back 
his presence being as necessary to the Government as to tbe merchants. ie 
Nabob aud Jladjee have not seen one another for a week P^t and several pre¬ 
sents sent hv the former have been returned. It's said this difference was oc¬ 
casioned bv’some reflections tbe Nabob threw on the other's suffering the Mo- 
r at toes to burn ami plunder bis camp and Jugga treat's house -henbeLa. 
twice their number.Some imagine this a political quarrel but be it so or not 

their interest will not let it last long ”227 

\ week later Jagot Seth returned to Mursbidabod accompanied by most of 

tbe merchants but he left bis two grandsons, Seth Mahtab Bm and Swar up 

225 . Bengal Consultation* 3rd Inn*- 1742 * 7t! ‘ Jo,lS * lr42 ‘ 

205. Kin judge. 

£27. Bengal Vhb June. 1 ** 
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(baud at Dacca. The aspect of affairs ul Mnrshidnbail did not tend to restore 
bis confidence and be seemed a as ions, to place his boards of wealth in safe bands, 
i)n the one hand he pressed the English at Cassim bazar to take a loan from him 
for tbc use of that factory and offered bills for Patna and Dacca if any money 
was wanted there. On the other hand he absolutely refused to huv bullion. 
"When the English at Casaimbazar asked him whether be would do so his reply 
was “ No, for what use could I make of bullion when no mint business goes for¬ 
ward. Nor can I know how to send what money I have clear away therefore 
want no new incumbrances.” On July 13th the Council sent for Jngat Seth's 
gomasteb at Ilugli who happened to be in Calcutta at the time and used every 
possible argument to persuade him to buy bullion at that place but he was denf 
to all their arguments assuring the Council that he had orders from bis masters 
not to meddle with any bullion and that similar orders had been sent to Jngat 
Seth's gomastahs ai Dacca and other places.228 

Matters got worse instead of better. Contrary to expectation the Mahrat- 
tas did not leave the province for the rainy season and their raiders penetrated 
lo the neighbourhood of Murshidnbad itself. The Nawnb gathered large forces 
to cope with the invaders but bis soldiers were as troublesome as the Muhin tins 
lo the peaceful inhabitants of the province. They plundered everything they 
could lay their bands ou and ilieir victims were without redress. When the 
English ut Cassimbaznr complained to the Nawah of the many rohberies com¬ 
mitted near tbeir factory be seemed heartily ashamed of them but did not care 
to venture on severe methods; on the contrary be was obliged to wink at the 
disorders of his soldiers lest they should desert him. Not I he least of the 
Nawab’s difficulties from this time was to satisfy the demands of bis soldiers 
for their pay and to keep them under some sort of control. Under these cir- 
etim stun re* it is not surprising to find that on the lOlli July the Company's ser¬ 
vants at Cassimbnzar wrote to the Council ^ The 8th at night Juggatsent left 
Muxcidnvnd nnd several of (heir merchants have left Casaimbtuar ami they 
fear many more will follow,”223 

A few days after Jognl Seth's return to Doera the English at Cassimbazar 
borrowed a Ink of rupees from him “ he nnt caring to lend a less sum.” Ja 
August when the Company's servants nt Dacca inquired of Ingot Seth the 
(onus on which he would lend them money he replied that he was ready to lend 
them any sum they pleased at nine per cent. They thought the terms ton high 
at such a time and referred the matter to the Council at Calcutta who ordered 
them not to advance any more money for goods and this rendered borrowing 
unnecessary. However, in October they borrowed Ra. *10,000 of .Tngat Seth at 

£29. Bengal Conanlt*iion*, ]8lli Juno, 31st June; 5th July, 12th July, J74£, 

££9. Bengal ConsnlUtioiL*, 19th July, 1742; 9th September, 1742. 
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nine per cent. Daring Isis stay tit Dacca Jagat .Seth wa* able to do a service to 
the Company's servants at that place. Their boats had been stopped and their 
people it)“treated but when they applied to Jagat Seth for help he procured for 
them an order fmm the local Nawab directing that their boats should pass *U 
future without molest at ion. 230 

In September the President had again written to Jagat Seth pressing him 
to buy the hull ion sent out from England but once more Jugal Seth absolutely 
refused to purchase it while the troubles lasted. In November ihe President 
was more successful us the following resolution of the Council shows:— 

Being largely in Debt to Futtirhund whu has at length by Frequent Let- 
lore and Entreaty* been prevailed on to take bullion in payment thereof at the 
same price as our Merchants have usually done only insisting that it should be 
exactly weighed off to him against Sicca Hu pees oh Customary at Cassini buzar 
and not to take the same at 9320 Sicca weight per each Chest which tbe Mer¬ 
chants do That being settled for the medium weight in President Hedges time 

Agreed That We discharge our Debt to Futticbund in Bullion on those 
terms, 

Ordered That Fifty four Chests Bullion be taken out of tlm Treasury and 
delivered to the President for this purpose." 331 

The particulars of this transaction have been recorded on a preceding page. 

The dale of Jagal Seth's return to Murahidahud is uncertain. At the end 
f.f September Alivardi Elton hud gained u great victory over the Mu limit as and 
chased them out nf the province. In I Ictober both (tie Nawab and Hnji Ahmad 
had written to Jugal Seth asking him to return end " hoped be would." In nil 
probability he did so in November.® 2 

On January 23rd 1743 ihe Company's servants at Dacca requested the 
the Council to send them three lake of rupees "to discharge their interest notes 
to Juggatseat who demands the same or In have the notes renewed as he closes 
his books in March as usual." On the 2nd February they asked for permission 
to borrow a further sum of money from Jagat Seth to carry on their trade. The 
Council replied to both letters on the 10th stating tlnd they were preparing to 
send a kk of rupees to Dacca to enable tlie Company’s servants there to carry 
on their trade bul “ uot being in cash" they were unable to send sufficient to 
discharge their debt to Jagat Seth. They therefore authorised the renewal of 
ihe nr■ tc ~ if Jagat Seth’s people insisted on it but would prefer tbe notes to run 
i.ii without renewal until money could be sent to pay them off. The merchants 

230. Bon^nl CWiilLitioni 29th July, 23rd Auffiut, 30th Autfdit, 13th October, Sib Nevm- 
ter, 1742. 

231. Bengal Coromliatian, Bth November, 1742. 

£32- Bengal Goiuullat ions, 4th October, 19th October, 1742- 
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at Date a thought the latter course would be impossible as Jagat Seth insisted on 
ail notes being either renewed or discharged when lie balanced up his honk* in 
March. They informed the Council also they had been unable to wait for the 
Ink of rupees and had borrowed the sum from Jagat Seth. At the end of Hie 
month they borrowed Hs. GOjOOO more. 233 

Hu the same day the Company was brought into connection with -Tagut 
Seth under another aspect—that of a minister of Alivardi Khun. The Xawab 
had just brought an expedition against Orissa to a successful conclusion and li 
was decided that the President should send a congratulatory arssdast to him on 
his return to Murshidabnd wirb letters to ITaji Ahmad and Fateh Chand on 
that occasion,^ 

la I74;l two hands of Alahrattas invaded Keugul —onm from Patna and the 
other from the south. Murshidabad was again thrown into the utmost confu¬ 
sion and many of the inhabitants fled. Jagat Seth sent all his effects to Dacca 
and followed him self a day or two after. The Nawab and Hnji Ahmad also 
sent off all their treasure to Dacca. Alivardi Khun faced Ihe situation with hU 
customary resolution and after buying off one party drove the other nut of the 
province. The payment to the M&hmHas and the necessities of his own soldiers 
reduced the Nftwub to the greatest straits for money and he began to fleece his 
people on all sides, Jagat Seth himself did not escape though what the Nawao 
had from him was not know 

h\ August of this year occurred the second of the only two serious dis¬ 
putes (hut ever disturbed the fi loudly relations between Jagat Seth Fateh Chand 
and the English and as in the former case* neither party wae much in fault. It 
arose out of the twofold nature of the trade in which the Company's servants 
were engaged. I to the one hand they were trading for the benefit of the Com¬ 
pany and on the oilier baud they were engaged in transactions for their own 
personal profit. This private trade was n of course, sanctioned by the Company 
and if the system had been equally understood at Mnr»htdabnd nn harm, at 
feast of the nature tinder consideration, would have resulted. But such wnt 
not the cnae. Indeed, up to this lime it had always been the practice of the 
Company’* servants to represent ot the Durbar that all the trade was carried on 


233. Bengal ConflultntjoiUL 10th February* 1742-3-; 18th February, L742-3; fells March. 1742-3. 

234- Bengal CnnauUniiun. l0t.li February, 1743-3- 

235. Eeit-aL CoMeultal ions > 2Jst March, 1742-3: 7th April, 1743; 15th Atignit, 1743- 

Seth K:nl returned tty Ai^un.. in Fact hi.a pretenr* wm a tidi*pf nibble. ,J It in 
wholly impracticable to raise money there (Cawimbaspir) IF wrote the Company^ emADtii tn 
the fiih .Tune. 41 for never wnj no k™t a ucartity occasioned by the retreat of Futtichund 
and all the wealthy men towards Daren- 4 " Bengal Comulnktifin^ 10th June, 1743- The 
Council notes on the 22nd Au£UJt, 41 we oWm the Nabob ii endeavouring to reimburse hfm- 
ifilf Home port of the preat expense he Iigfi been at by fleecing Futtichnnd. ,p 
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for tho Company^ benefit only and to deny that there was any kind of trade 
apart from tbnt, 2 ^ Therefore when Fateh C h and lent mone}' to Sir Francis 
Kuaa&ll, the chief of the Gassunbazar factory, he naturally* after the latter * 
death, claimed the money from the Company, Sir Francis Itussell had* bow- 
ever, borrowed the money lor his own private trade mid so the President and 
Council did not consider themselves responsible for the debt. 

On the 11th August John Forster, the chief of the factory at Cutfsintbazar, 
advised the Council '* that Fut tie bund sent his Gcun astah to the Chief with an 
interest note of Sir Francis MusselTs for twenty five thousand sicca rupees ami 
demanded payment thereof from the Company. The Chief answered him that 
the Mayor's Court of Calcutta had appointed some of their body to administer 
Sir Francis liusselFs effects who were now engaged in collecting them which 
when done there would be an equal distribution made among all his creditors. 
Futtichund's Gomastah replied that his master knew nobody hut the Company 
that he had sent the money into that factory and expected to receive it back 
from thence that he had served the Company on many occasions and would 
still continue his good offices if they did not give him cause to act otherwise 
that there were two ways of transacting this affair one by paying him with a 
good grace and thereby retaining his friendship or else by a refusal to oblige 
him to have recourse to methods that would be disagreeable to him and would 
break off all correspondence with them. The Chief told him that he would ac¬ 
quaint ns with his demand and let him know our answer. 

We will perceive by this discourse of the gomastali that Fulticluind seems 
determined to have the money at all hazards and we am well acquainted with 
the great influence he has with the Government and ns tiroes are that they are 
fleecing on all sides and would doubtless be glad of a pretence to attack them 
it may he of the worst consequence to disoblige him hut they refer it to our 
consideration and hope to have our orders thereon/ 11 

The Council held three meet bigs to consider the matter the upshot of 
which was that the Company's servants at Cassini bazar were directed to tiy 
and induce Fateh Chand to accept a compromise but if that were impassible to 
finish the affair on the best terms they could* 

On the 11th September the Chief and Council at Cassimbazar reported 
that they had concluded the affair. H On the 8th/ T they wrote* H Futtiehund'i 

E3G. Sir Francis Roswell owed money to other merchant! who complained to the Nafflfcb 
□ nd CtuiLuray wan told to inquire into the matter. On thie the Euglifh at Caasimbazar wrote 
"We apprehend the diwuRskra thereof before Chainray will KrtcOmrily show tbit there u * 
trade mitred on by the Moa^le Company''* Servant* beaidei w hot in done on the Company a 
account which b what hai foe*n always denyed at the Durbar where all the English trade 
ip. reprinted to he on the OompWj'u account and they fw a conviction of the contrary may 
bo a Landed with ill eonaequencee “ (EcHijal ConAultationa 10th May. 1*44). 
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gomastah came to the factory and again demanded the debt due from Sir Fran¬ 
cis Bussell. They represented to Mm that Sir Francis Bussell's effects would 
he insufficient to answer his debt and used their utmost endeavours to persuade 
him to accept ol a composition but be won hi nu no account agree to it. The 
most they could bring him to was to accept of the principal sum of 25,001) sicca* 
and to forego the interest that was due thereon being upwards of 3,500 siccas. 
They desired him to represent their request to his master and to get him to ac¬ 
cept of 15,000 sice ns which they were willing to pay to retain hi a friendship. 
On the 10th Futtiobund scut again to them and desired they would finish the 
affair without further scruples for that he would not take anything less than 
principal. As we recommended to them to end that affair ou the best terms 
they could and as it appear to them to he for the Company's interest to keep 
Futticbund in good temper they thought proper to dispute with him no longer 
and have therefore given him an interest note dated the 10th inst. lor 25,000 
sicca* at 0 per cent* per annum on account of the ilon’ble Company and have 
received from him Sir Francis Russell's interest note for that sum of which 
they hope to have our approval. On their finishing that affair ho seemed well 
pleased and sent buck his gomastah to tell them that he hoped the mint would 
be opened after the Du seeraySOT and then he would let them know what quan¬ 
tity of silver they should send for. "238 

Omitting all further references to the commercial transactions between 
Fateh Oh and and the English—to loans, payments of interest, repayment of loans 
and purchase of dollar silver—the Bengal records relate two more incidents in 
the life of Fateh Chand in one of which he appears again as the mediator beb 
ween the Nawnb and the English And in the other as the Nawab's confidential 
minister. 

In 1744 the Mahrattas again invaded Bengal hut on this occasion Alivardi 
Khan delivered the province from their ravages by the treacherous massacre 
of their general and officers to which allusion baa been made on a preceding 
page. He had still however, to satisfy his own troops and driven by their im¬ 
portunate demands for money and not, it is fair to add, acting from inclination, 
he began to fleece everybody, high and low, merchants, rajas and even hi* own 
relations. From the Europeans be demanded two months 1 pay for his army 
which meant a sum of 30 lakha and threatened to stop their trade if they did 
not comply with his demands.^ 

237. M Skt. d&fcihara, the p * ninenighti ,p (or tea dny*®) festival in October, alto called 
Durgs puj^" (Hubtaa-Jobiion, p, 333). 

230- Bengal Cenixiltationa, 22nd Aug-uit, 26th Attgnftt, 3Glh Angnal, 19th September, 1743. 

23§- Bcflgal OonjulutioHJp 12th July, 1744. 
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The English scut their vakil to Fateh Ctutnd to enquire why the Nawab 
bad attacked them in this violent manner and to ask what he would advise them 
to do under the circumstances. He replied H At present there ie no govern¬ 
ment; they fear neither God nor the King but seem determined to force 
money from everybody; I myself have suffered greatly by them; He advised 
them to write to the Council at Calcutta and by all means to get a speedy 
and satisfactory answer front them to the Nabob's demand and that they ought 
to make up matters with him in the quickest manner for delay would make 
their case worse " tie promised that when they had got mi answer from the 
Council he and Chain ray would join in representing their cose to the Nawah 
in a most favourable manner. 

On the XOtb July the English vakil was taken into (he presence *of the 
Nnwah “who was sitting with his officers about him/* The Nawub declared 
that when the English obtained their f arm an from the Emperor Farrukhsiyar 
they bad only four or five ships but since that time their trade hud vastly in¬ 
creased and he had received orders from the reigning Emperor to oblige them 
to pay duty on that increase for many years past—orders which he intended to 
obey* He reminded the vakil that ho had formerly had occasion to complain 
of the assistance the English had given to the Mu lira it as and complained that 
though he had excused them for that fault u yet they had never so much as 
thought of him or offered him so much as the hair of a horse's tail/ 1 The in¬ 
terview concluded with a warning from the Nawab that ho would wait two or 
three days more for an answer from Calcutta hut if it did not arrive in that 
time he would scad forces on the factories at Calcutta and Cassimbozar and 
force the English to comply with his demand. The vakil then went to see 
Haji Ahmad who advised them to make the Nawah a proper offer. The same 
advice was given them by Fateh Chand who added that the Nawab would not 
he satisfied without a large present. 

The Company’s servants at Cassimbazar were permitted to offer 
the Nawub a present of between forty and fifty thousand rupees. 
On the 22nd July they wrote that in accordance with these instruc¬ 
tions they iS have offered by the means of Chainray and Futticbund (whom the 
Nabob has appointed to adjust matters with them) as ter as 50,000 rupees for 
the Nabob and bis officers upon which they told iheir VEicqiicelfl that the offer 
Tore so little proportion to the Nabob's demand that they did not dare mention 
it to him. Their racqueela alleged the injustice of the Nabob’s demand and 
showed them how ill grounded hie reasons were, they also represented to them 
the great expenses the Hon’hie Company had been at and the considerable losses 
they had suffered in the late troubles. Futticbund replied tbe^e reasons might 
be of weight at another season hut that at present the Government was -a 
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great want of money to pay the troops necessary for the preservation of the 
country and all the trad era in it that the Nabob was taking money from every 
person in the province and expected a large sum from us; lie concluded with 
advising them to write again to ns to learn how much we were willing to give 
towards satisfying the Nabob's demand. On the 21st they again sent their 
vacqueels to (.'Lainmy and Futtiebund with orders to learn if possible the 
Nabob’s real intention, and what be expects. In this conference FuUichund 
lull] them they must not imagine the present Government to be like what they 
had known formerly when it had been in his power to soften them and bring 
them to easy terras for these people were violent, rapacious and deceitful and 
it was impossible to sat' bow far the Nabob would go to attain his ends, Tbeir 
vaequeel pressing to know what he thought the Nabob would be contented with 
he replied it was impossible to learn the Nabob’s mind, that bis demand was two 
months' pay fur his troops which Ivo valued at 20 Lauck of rupees that it could 
not be supposed he would abate above half so that lie would expect at least ten 
Lank from the three European Nations, that if we would empower him to offer 
five laaek for our share he would use bis utmost endeavours to gut it accepted 
and that the Fremh and Dutch had already agreed to pay such share as should 
be allotted them as soon as the Nabob bad settled with us. To this discourse 
('ha in ray added that in case we offered within 40 and 50,000 rupees of the above 
tiiiin he would endeavour to get It accepted. This is all they could get out of 
these ministers to be depended on but Futtiebund in the above conference 
speaking of tlic smallness of the late offer told the vacqueels that they hud 
In his knowledge paid a much larger sum in Sujah Doulah's lime and bid them 
look into their accompts arid they would find it so. As this seemed to be a 
hint whether accidentally or designedly drop! they examined the cash accounts 
of that time, and found in the year 17‘JI that there was paid to the Durbar by 
the means of Futtiebund 184,500 siccus, the particulars whereof they enclose 
for our mipectiom d\ ... It is impossible for them to know whether Futti- 
chund hinted this as if the like offer would be accepted in the present case but 
from the violent measures pursued they are of opinion that a less offer would 
be rejected . Tbeir business is entirely stopped none of their mer¬ 

chants being suffered to bring any thing into their factory and they are every 
day threatened to have forces sent to surround them,” 

On the 27th the merchants at CassimbaKar wrote: — " Their vacqueels 
daily wait on Futtiebund, Chtiinray and Iladje Hamel but all they can get 
from them is that wben they ore impowered to make offers then they con 
speak.” The information they hud received from the most influential quarters 
led them to the conclusion that the Nawab’s design was 11 to fleece the whole 
country without having regard to any advantage he may expect from it in 
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future ” Every person who was reputed to have money was seised and whipped 
until he disgorged his wealth while Bums of 500 and l P 00O rupees were taken 
from l * those who had not double the sum in the world.” Three Inks had been 
demanded from one of their mere limits and Fnteh Chand commenting on this 
had remarked to their vakils “ II the Kawah will have three lak* from one of 
your merchants what will he expect from you? ” 

The Council at Calcutta advanced to Ks r 1000*000 but when this offer was 
made to Fateh Chand and Cbainray they pointed out that it was greatly dis- 
pro port in ii Lite to the Nawab'a expectations and declared they could not men¬ 
tion it to him. Had four or tive lake been offered they would not have failed 
in their utmost endeavours to get it accepted hut as the English were 
resolved to give no more than one lak all they could do was " to sit still and 
what further measures the Nabob would pursue.” Their fear was that he 
would proceed to violence. * l As these ministers talk in thin strain/' the Com¬ 
pany's servants wrote* iL we are nt a loss how to proceed/ 1 The only bright 
spot in their affairs was the fact that there was a division among the N&waVa 
councilors " his old ones having advised him 1o gentle methods and his new 
ones push him on to violent measures." 

The Company decided to send a petition to the Nftwab in which it was 
pointed out that whenever a dispute had arisen between the Company and 
the Government it had been customary to refer their case to Fateh Chand 
nnd such officers of the Durbar as had a thorough knowledge of their affaire. 

On the 7th August the English at Cassimbazar wrote: — u Their vacquc^ls 
waited on the Nabob with their petition. He laid hold of the part of it where¬ 
in they represented it had been ns mil to refer all disputes with Govern meat to 
Futtichuud Aco Mutsuddy* of the Durbar and replied when did he deny the 
having fticir affairs accommodated by Futtichuud Sea and turning to bia sec¬ 
retary bid him carry their vecqncels immediately to Futtichund ami Chainniy 
rod order them to settle with them. These ministers told the vacqueels that 
indeed the Nabob had ordered them so settle matters hut bow could they do 
at when the Nabob's demand and their offers were m widely different—the 
Nabob had abated nothing of 35 Lands nml they had offered but one tha r they 
said they had of their own hands offered 50 s 000 more but that the Nabob would 
not hearken to it for that Mustnphn Cawn had toM him that he would get 35 
Lnach out of the English. Their vacqnecls replied they might he well assured 
that they should never pay any such sum. Futtichnnd and Chainroy then 
said the Nabob did not expect this sum from the Company and was regard¬ 
less whether they- gave the Lnuck they offered or not but be expected that we 
should raise the sum he demand* among the merchants under our protection 
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jiud from ihe r mrnh nr of rich persons Bed to Calcutta iu the time of the late 
trouble and since the Nabob's circumstances at present are such that in order 
to pay the forces ho has uiised for the defence of the country after having ex¬ 
pended (he revenues of the province and all his own wealth he is now forced 
In take money from his own relations and servants be thinks it highly reason¬ 
able that the inhabitants of Calcutta and all people protected there who have 
hitherto carried on their business ecotfree should assist him in this emer¬ 
gency by paying their share and he wills that we should tax them as wo think 
proper, and if any refuse to pay the proportion we think fit to assign that we 
have only to send them to him and he will oblige them to a compliance. r i licit 1 
vacqueela represented this us unprecedented and that if we could not protect 
our merchants from (be Government’s demands it would be impossible to carry 
on our business. Futtiolumd said this was an extraordinary case and would 
not be brought into precedent besides how should we be able to avoid it. The 
Nabob bad slopped our business there, at Patna and Dacca and all 
the aurungs by which means he hud all our money and goods in his power and 
he would certainly plunder them if they did not find a way to satisfy hint 
otherwise that be and his officers had come to a resolution of attaching that 
factory but was prevailed on by Ilodjee, Chainray and Futtichund to forbear 
Ihe attempt now but could not answer for what violence he might be drove to 
at last that the Nabob had actually sent for the merchants’ gomnstahs from 
all the ouruugs and would oblige them to bring their goods to Murthidabml 
by which means ho would not only get all he could from their merchants but 
uIbo retain his demand un the Hon’ble Company which would occasion our loss 
on all sides, Futtichund concluded with advising them to get immediately 
snch an offer from us ns he might propose to the Nabob with Borne hopes of suc¬ 
ceeding for on the present terms they could neither bring them nor the Nabob 
to an agreement," 

The next day Fateh Cham! and Chummy waited on the Nawab who asked 
theta what they had settled in regard to the English. " They answered it was 
impossible for them to come tn a conclusion os he was pleased not to abate 
anything of his demand of 25 back and the English advanced nothing upon 
their one buck, upon which the Nabob remained silent,*’ Whatever may have 
been the nature of the Nnwnh’s thoughts his necessities drove him to declare 
that if the English did not comply with his demands he would plunder all 
factories ’* not that the Nabob would willingly pursue these violent 
measures," Fateh Chaud informed the English, “ or wanted by these means to 
enrich himself but he was obliged to get sufficient to pay the arrears due to his 
troops even at the risk of his life for the military officers were impatient and 
daily importuned him to give them orders to fall on them and the aurungs." 
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He urged Hiem “ it they hud regard for the Company's money ur goods or even 
lor their own lives ” to satisfy the Xuwab. 

Two Jays later Chaiurny said to the English vakil " l he Nawab has ac¬ 
quainted Futeh Cband with his lust resolution in regard to the English, which 
Fateh Cband will keep in bis own breast and advise nobody of. It is now 
your business to let Fateh Cband know the utmost you will give. This must 
be large. Two Inks will not be regarded. You should let in. one know the sum 
you offer but Fateh Cliand who by comparing what you offer with what the 
Xawab expect® will have it in bis power lo be moderator between both parties 
imd thereby enable.) to bring the affair to a conclusion. .... You are much 
mistaken il you imagine that at length the Government will hear reason for 
1 must tell you, if you do not already perceive it that there is now oo Govern* 
meat in Bengal nor hardly anything of the province remaining hut the name. 
The Nawab’s Council are guided by the will of the soldiers who will not suffer 
him to spare even bis own relations but oblige him to take money from all per¬ 
sons without distinction.*' 

The President and Council at Calcutta held out i ill the end of August but 
un the 28th they directed John Forster, the thief at Cassrahozar, 
to finish the affair on the best terms he could within a limit of 
four Inks. Forster settled the dispute for three uud a half Inks 
of rupees and on the 16th Kept ember reported to ^ the Council : 
*MJn the loth Futlicbund come to tlmir Factory by the Nabobs Order and 
brought them Per wan nabs for the Hon ’Me Company’s Business at Hugbley 
Patna Dacca and all the Auxungs. The Chief acquainting the Gentle¬ 

men of Council that he hud been obliged to agree to the Payment of three bank 
cf Rupees and a half to the Nabob in order to the accommodation and Futti- 
tbund demanding Payment thereof as he had given a lull Currency to their 
Business they were forced to desire him to lend them the Money at Interest 
which he readily agreed to and they accordingly gave him their Interest Note 
for Three Lauck and Fifty Thousand Sicca Rupees. Wo will please to supply 
them when we think proper with Money to Pay off their Debts to him and 
u lh era w inch now u in out to 510.000 Sicca &, 

By October all ill feeling arising from the dispute had been dispelled. 
On the 20th the Com pony’s servants at Cassini bazar wrote : - That day h utti- 
rhund came to their factory by the Nabob's order to acquaint them of his good 
intention towards the English and as u proof thereof he delivered to the Chief 
,i letter from the Nabob under his seal to the President which he desired the 


240. Consul UtfioM 

Anew**, 18lti September, 1744, 


, 13ih July, 21*t July, 25th July, 28th July, 6th Augurt, Utb 










16 


BEKGAL: PAST $ PRESS XT. 


Chief to deliver with his own band us he heard he was soon to go down and 
that a seerpaw and elephant were getting ready and should he sent to that fac¬ 
tory within the space ol lour days tu be forwarded to the President, They 
take the liberty to remark that this is there looked upon as an extraordinary 
mark of favour mid will be expected to be received accordingly. The 
Nawab's murk of favour was received in Calcutta on the 51 h December with 
appropriate ceremony and a compliment of fifty seven guns. 241 

A glimpse of Patch (. hand as the Nawab's confidential adviser is given in 
the Consultation dated 16(h November, 1T44 which run thus-—"John Forster 
Esq. acquaints us tlaat when he visited the Nabob after having sat a shorl time 
with him in Publicfc lie carried him into a Private llorun with Futtichimd and 
Chainray he then told him that by the advices he had received by his spies he 
Expected the Return of the Motatloe* this Season with a Large Army, and 
(hat he should soon set out to oppose them, hut ns his pfiople were not trained 
up to the use of Fire Ar m* as the Europeans, he desired Mr. Forster would 
supply him with -5U or 40 of our Soldi era and an English officer to Command 
them that 1! should be no Expense in the Company for he would give them 
such Pay as Mr. Forster should Stipulate he then said, he had one thing more 
io ask which wus a line Arab horse for his own Hiding and thut if there was i>nc 
in Calcutta he desired he might have himA horse was purchased for 2750 
rupees and .sent tn ihe Nnwub but the military aid was refused. 

Thai is the last incident in the life of Fateh ('hand of which there is any 
record. On the 28th December the Company s servants at Cnssunbamr 
wrote:— 11 The 26th in the morning diet! Futtfchund. He has left his vast 
wealth to fib grandsons Moutabruy and Knorwipclmnd by whom it s s supposed 
the business of Else house will be carried ml as usual. They believe letters of 
compliment to k hem from the President would he proper/* 2 * 2 

The death of hit two sons and the anarchy in Bengal which was a result 
of the invasions of the Mali rat Ins cast a gloom over the lost years of Jogat Seth 
Fateh Chund but in the thirty years of bin control of the banking house at 
Murshidubad he had raised it in [lower nnd wealth and make its name cele¬ 
brated throughout Hindustan, Hi& reputation as a hanker among the Com¬ 
pany's servants in Bengal wm very high. The year before he died, under pres¬ 
sure from the Nawah. he reluctantly consented to buy a quantity of silver from 
the English and offered them a price for it hut in the hope that the whole 
transaction would fall to the ground he suddenly lowered the price. This 
action of bis came upon the English as a startling surprise for t as they said* 

£4L Bengal Co-ftaalsitkitia. 24lli October, 1744; fills December. 1744. 

24£. Beagtl Consuls lion. 4th January, 1744-S, 
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Faldi Cband bail always been most scrupulous in keeping bis word- 245 His 
wealth made a great impression on the minds of his contemporaries. In the 
opinion of Hoi well he was the greatest banker and the most opulent subject in 
the world 244 while the author of the Heir Mutaqheriu declared that bis fortune 
was past oil belief. Urine, writing of Fateh Cband, sajs:—“There was a 
family of Gen too merchants at ilimidnvml whose bead, Juggut Seat, bad rais¬ 
ed himself from nu considerable origin to be the wealthiest banker in the em¬ 
pire, in tnost parts of which he bad agents supplied with monoy for remittances, 
from whom he constantly received good intelligence of what was 
transacting in the governments in which they were settled. In 
Bengal his influence was equal to that of any officer of the ivl- 
winistration; for by answering to the treasury as security for most 
nf the renter* tunning the lands of the province, he knew better than any 
one all the details of the revenue; while the great circulation of wealth which 
he commanded rendered his assistance necessary in every emergency of Ci- 
peiise ,” 245 


243 _ ■' They have endeavoured to learn a reason for F mi it timid’* shuffling so un- 

lurouutnbly in thin n flair a* he was formerly reainrkablc for keeping punctually (punctiliously?) 
to hie first word and ore Informed by Boopdmntl hi* Gomnstah with whom he is most intimate 
thut hfl does it to avoid inking our Bullion which the Nabob presses him to bring iota the 
mint, but that Atonlikan and Chainray having u large (largerJ) state in the management 
thereof lhim Fultichmid he is disgusted Besides fears he shall be a long i-inur in getting it 
coined for whereas ho formerly had five days in the week to coin in ho can now hardly 
have the use of the Mint for one day in the week and, if the Mahottaes should return (of which 
he has some apprehension) before the silver is coined it may lay (sic) long on his hands : he 
therefore tells the Nabob he Ain't get it because we ask too high a prire and offers ua a low 
price that we may not let him have it or at least delay the time till be can ba mors certain 
whether the Maholtss will return or not" {Bengal Consultation, 22nd November, 1743). 

244, Interesting Historical Events. 

145, Orme, 
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CHAPTEE 3. 

JAG AT BETH MAHTAB RAX AND MAHARAJA 
SWARUP CHAM) 


The letters of compliment of the President of the English Company in 
Bengal were sent to "the grandson of Futtichund deceased,” 1 thai is, to Beth 
Muhtah Eai, ns if he, and he alone* had stepped into the place of Jagat Seth 
Fateh Cliuiui In reality* the affairs of the house were administered jointly 
by him and his cousin. Swamp Chand, the son of Dya Chand* and eo closely 
connected were they in all their dealings that they were commonly regarded as 
brothers. For a lew years the names of Midi l ah Rai and Swamp Chand are 
coupled together by the English when they record their transactions with the 
banking house at Murshidnbnd though sometimes habit proved too strong and* 
forgetful of his death* they fltili con tinned to record transactions with Fateh 
Chand and Fateh Chan's house* while* as has been pointed out* Jagat Seth 
Fateh Chand and Seth Aimnd Chand persisted as the title of the firm for many 
Tears. Before long the actual names of the two heads of the house dropped 
out of use and they were usually referred to by Europeans as the Seths, To 
Set h Mali tab Eai alone descended the title of Jagat Seth though for some 
reason which cannot now be ascertained t he did not receive the fanuan of the 
Emperor Ahmad Shah confirming him in the title till the year 1748. Ills conk 
sin, Bwarup Chand. was ennobled with the title of Maharaja. 

We have seen the condition of Bengal at the time of the death of Jagat 
Seth Fateh Chand and this period of war and confusion so detrimental and hate¬ 
ful to peaceful bankers and merchants continued for seven years longer. Tear 
after year the tract of the Atahrattas was marked, by plundered villages and 
blazing towns while m front of them the inhabitants fled across the great river 
to the comparative security of eastern Bengal. To Malvmtta invasions were 
added revolts of Path an soldiers of fortune whom Alivardi Elian enlisted in 
his armies, Alivardi Khan met all the dangers that menaced him with a daunt¬ 
less spirit that brought success in its train until, in 1751, an old man worn out 
with the fatigues oi war, he purchased peace by the cession of Orissa to the 
Mahnittas and an annual payment of 12 laks of rupees. In the annals of 
these years of warfare there is scant reference to Mahtab Eai and Swamp 
Chand but they played iheir part in the mustering of ihe troops and the march¬ 
ing of the armies with which Alivardi Khan faced his enemies year after yean 
They were admitted into the most secret councils of the Nowab, they were en¬ 
trusted with almost all bis financial affairs, whenever there was a prospect nf 
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peace they were active in promoting it, and wliee war bed to be waged they 
provided tbe means, At the time oi Alivardi Khan's greatest peril to whir 1 a 
reference was made in the last chapter, when the ordiaaiy resources of the 
province were exhausted and money was required for the pay of tbe sc Id levs 
they contributed “ mighty sums ” from their own fortune, 

But though the histflritms ef warfare ha^'e lew occasions to mention the 
Seths the records of the English merchants in Bengal contain frequent refer¬ 
ences to them. At no previous period bod the Company relied so much on 
tbe banters at Alurshidnhad for the means of carrying on their trade m Ben¬ 
gal and never before had they owed such large sums to them. The reason of 
this is not far to seek. It was difficult to obtain money from any other source. 
The extortions of Alivardi Khan had driven moat bankers and rich merchants 
to hide their wealth and profess poverty so that rupees became very scarce in 
Bengal But the vessel of the Seths survived the storm in which so many were 
submerged though even they had to furl their sails, partly from the great scar- 
diy of money, partly to keep the demands of the government upon them with¬ 
in bounds and partly owing to the many calls upon them from all parts of the 

pr< Mbst of the references to the Seths in the Bengal records at (his period 
deal with the purchase of bullion and negotiations for loans. The two cousins 
.greed to take the Company's bullion but only at the price fixed by hatch 
Chand in the previous year which was 203 rupees for 240 sicca rupees weight 
of dollar silver and Its. 2 As, 7 Pies 3 for ducotions. In dune, 1 i3o "ben the 
Company had 40 chests to diaper* of the merchants at ('assimh.au, proposed to 
raise the price to what Fateh Chsud had formerly paid for the Company s "li¬ 
ve, hut (he Seths absolutely refused to make any advance alleging'' that it was 
not owing to them hut the Government that the price was lowered.’^ 

Probably owing to the falling off of trade in Bengal during these venn* of 
trouble the mouey sent from England seems barely to hove sufficed for the 
needs of the factory at Calcutta so that the factories at Grata* Dace* 
and Patna had, to a great extent, to rely on the Seths for the means of carry¬ 
ing on their investments. In July 1745 the Company's servants at Pacca ap¬ 
plied to Jagflt Seth’s house at that place for Es. O«,000 but receive,! the answer 
-they had neither sicca nor Arcnt rupees." They requested the i nun cl at 
Calcutta to induce Jagat Seth to order his gomasfoh U. supply ,h <“ W1 
tnonev “as no other shroff there can answer what they want, hut when the 
Company's servants at Cassimha^r. acting on instructions from Calcutta .ap¬ 
pliedVtke Seths for a hill of a lak of rupees on their house at Dacca the ban- 
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kers h reply vri ih that "they have no mouey there therefore cannot There¬ 

upon the Seths were asked to provide the money as an advance on account of the 
bullion they had received “ which they promised to do m fast as they could 
get it minted fur rupees are so very scarce they cannot pay them till then. 
They have yet taken away hut thirty chests of the bullion and paid but fifty 
thousand rupees nn the account which before the receipt of our orders they 
had employed, . , - They promise to send ihem fifteen thousand rupees in four 
days, which they shall immediately dispatch to Dacca and send ihe remainder 
when it comes in hut it they can borrow sufficient they shall send it sooner tho ? 
they despair of borrowing from the scarcity of rupees at the present time." 
Un the 5th August the Company's servants were able to dispatch Ba. 50,000 to 
Dacca and the information that Main ah Itsii and Hwarup Chand had ordered 
their gomastah at Dacca to supply the factory with Its. 60,000 more, SK How* 
Gver P " wrote the Company's servants at Dacca on the 23rd, “ upon applying to 
him he sent word he could not let them have any money which they represented 
to the gentlemen at Co&dmbasar desiring them to supply them with ihe other 
fifty thousand rupees," The merchants nt Cassimbazar applied immediately let 
Ho Hob ray and Soiunpchund to know why their promise of supplying Dacca 
factory was not complied with. They told them that they had heard from their 
gnmastali that Hie rens..n .4 thin refusal w us that he had been much troubled 
by Ihe Dacca Government about the value of sicca rupees and therefore would 
not disburse any mure without fresh orders from them. They had sent such 
positive orders then that the Bum wauled should be immediately advanced.'" 
On the 17th September the merchants informed Ihe Council that the advance 
had been received Meanwhile n week nr two previously the new aiccu rupees 
" had come out bv the weans of Fultichund's family-" 5 

Again in I lotober the Company's servants at Dacca applied to Jagat Seth's 
house for a Ink of rupees awl again the gomustah sent ilieiu word that " he had 
no sicca rupees** but ^ if they would gel an order from his master he would 
supply them*” When the English at Cussimhazar applied for this order the 
Seths assured them it hail been sent to their gomaslah “ but as they have such 
large drafts upon them other way* the Gentlemen at Dacca must be content 
with receiving such stilus as their gomasfnh is in cash to supply them with by 
ten or twenty thousand rupees at a time." However on the 26th October the 
Dacca factory received a hum of Us. 100,000 from Jugat Seth’s house there.* 

In 1746 the factory ut Cnssimbaztir was in difficulties and in April begged 
the Council to supply them with money, “For the most they can take up of 
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FuHichund and the other shroff* there will not be more than one hundred and 
fifty thousand rupees." The Council applied to the Sett's gomastah at Hugli 
"Who returned us for answer/ 3 they record, Ai lhat he m not in cash but says 
that he will write to his principals and advises us to write to them also to desire 
them to supply the factory at Cossimbuzar with what money the Chief and 
Council there its ay want/" The President wrote to Maht&h Rai and Swarup 
Chand and the letter was delivered to the latter who said he could not supply 
them with any money at present it being dispersed in many parts of the coun¬ 
try but believed he should be able to du it in a month's time/' 5 

At the same time the Company renewed two interest notes for sum* borrow¬ 
ed from the Seths requesting them that the interest due on them might be ad¬ 
ded to he principal—a sufficient proof of die difficulties of the Company. 
These two notes with the interest added to them amounted to Rs. 272,600 and 
this sum tvns increased in a few months by Es, 6G t 000. 6 

In May the Company's servants at Cossimbaznr reported that they had bor¬ 
rowed a Ink of rupees but the most they could hope to borrow iu addition, was 
a further Ink ” for the scarcity of money is so great that it has been with some 
difficulty Futtichund's house baa been able to pay for the bullion sold them; 
at least tt appear* to them that if they have money they don’t care to produce it 
for fear of the Government/* In July, however, all their efforts to take up 
money at interest had been unsuccessful and they were quite unable to cany 
on their investment. From Dacca came the same complaint* All the efforts 
of the English there to obtain money at nine per cent, were fruitier and the 
Council had ordered them on no account to borrow money at a higher rate.? 

Luckily in October TO chests containing 500,000 rupees' weight of silver 
were landed at Calcutta and the President wrote to Jagat Seth Mnhtab Rai ask¬ 
ing Liiii to purchase it and advance two Inks of rupees—a lak of which wa^ to 
be sent to Dacca. As the country was in a very unsettled state at this time the 
President asked Jagat Seth to receive the silver at his house in Calcutta instead 
of at Caaumbazar as was usual- Jagaf Seth Mahtab Eai agreed to take the sil¬ 
ver but times were hard and his terms less favourable than those of former 
times. His gomastah informed the Company’s servants at Cassini bazar that hi* 
master would advance what they wanted, riz. t an order for a lak of rupees on 
his bouse at Dacca, a Ink to send to Calcutta and Its SMOO for their own use 
+i provided they allowed him one per rent, on the bill to Dacca as customary and 
in consideration of his giving the Cnnsimbuzar price for the bullion which he 
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aaid would sell in Calcutta for bo more than 197 rupees and bearing the charge* 
and risk of bringing it to Muxad&Yad not to be accountable for ony interest for 
one month from the time the bullion was received in Calcutta.' The President 
and Council wrote to the Company^ servants at Casfijmbazar when they receiv¬ 
ed tins news:— bl We think they net the unhandsome part with regard to the 
one per cent, they require for their bill to Dacca. They must represent to them 
that we did not use to be treated in this manner by that family, Futtichund us¬ 
ing to give us orders on his house at Dacca free when we were to receive the 
money from him, however if they insisted on it we cannot help it and must 
comply therewith and as they will expect not to he accountable for any interest 
for one month from the time money bullion was received in Calcutta. . - * it 
must he allowed of if they cannot persuade them to give it up/ B 

The veur 1747 saw no improvement in trade in Bengal. In February the 
Dacca merchants informed the Council that they were quite out of cash and 
had no hopes of getting any there. An opportune arrival of 30 chests of bul¬ 
lion which were sent to Cas&imbazar and sold to Jagnt Roth Midi tab Rai enabled 
the Company to obtain an advance of a lak and a half of rupees from Jo gat 
Seth's house but only at the expense of complaint* I torn the Company's servants 
at Cassimbazar who wrote 81 the withdrawing this money from them when the 
debts there are so great and credit at the lowest ebb. when those who were Ha- 
morons before gave them on the arrival thereof no moaner of disturbance what 
mar not he expected when they see bd large a part of what was sent them at 
once vanished and what the consequences may be we will best discover being 
fully persuaded themselves that nothing hut the greatest emergency could oc¬ 
casion it/* The Council pacified them with a promise to send more bullion hut 
when this arrived at CnBeiiiibaEar the froths could not he prevailed upon to take 
it away ** on account one while of the trilbies in the country and lately that 
the business of the mint was stopped though they have at length promised to 
eeud for it in three or four days and have given them to understand that for any 
more that may come up they will give no more than 201 sicca rupees per 240 
sicca weight alleging by way of excuse to the imposition that the profit thereon 
is not near so great as formerly occasioned by rupees being made of finer silver 
htan usual 

In the latter half of 1747 the English merchants at Cassimbazar were in 
want of funds, those at Dacca were clamouring for a lak of rupees while the 
Nawab was also in the greatest distress for want of money to pay his troop. 
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Prom these known facts it is evident that tbe demands on the Seths from uli 
t mrU of the province must hove been enormous *iul it is not surprising Omt 
their terms of doing business became more slringent. iih itgard l" the Eng¬ 
lish Company they persisted for some time in refusing to give more than OH 
rupees for 240 sicca rupees’ weight of silver and complained to the President 
that it had always been usual at Cassirohn/ar to pay off the interest due to them 
at the end of the year whereas the Company were now in the habit of "tiding 
interest to principal and giving fresh notes for the whole amount.1° 

Un the 10th August the Council ordered the Company s servants at Cassim- 
bassar to use their utmost endeavours to keep up the price of silver and *<> re¬ 
present to Jagat Seth Ifohtrt Rai in the strongest manner that it would not be 
worth while to bring it from Europe at the price* he offered, 44 They well ow 
that house must be kept in temper,” the Council added, " therefore we direct 
that the interest of bis notes be paid off and that they endeavour to get him to 
order the gentlemen at Dacca some money—if not a laack at least fifty thou¬ 
sand rupees as they advise us they cannot go on . without a supp > - 

On the 26th the Council received a reply from Cassitnbazar to the effect 
that immediately niter the receipt of their letter of the 10th 44 Hoi.hiss one ci 
the Seats' principal gom as tails came there to demand the i® terest on ilitru notes 
for two years past altho’ they had some time before freely confuted (upon their 
representation how useful it would be to the Company ) tn the renewal of their 
yfotes with tbe interest added thereto which was accordingly done upon their 
assuring them the interest should be paid off on the arrival of the Europe ships. 
Thev can't help therefore concluding hut that they must have some other cause 
for this unexpected measure taken than what avowed and what confirms them 
the more in this opinion was their lending them unasked twenty two thousand 
rupees to give the Nabob. Their being obliged to pay off the interest of these 
note* which has swept away the amount of the twenty chests of treasure pu 
them under the greatest difficulties as to the carrying on their investment 
which we must be sensible of from the small balances of cash and treasury ac¬ 
counts which come enclosed Agreeable to our orders they applied to the Seats 
for a laark of rupees for Dacca factory but could procure no more than a bill of 
twewtv five thousand rupees which they sent the gentlemen ihcn bj express 
cossids the 17th instant. The Seats have at length agreed to allow two hun¬ 
dred and three sicca rupees for the bullion tho 4 Kuidns* with much warmth 
naked how they could except it when to his knowledge bullion had been sold 
Calcutta bv the Company's merchants at mve hundred and ninety seven 
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rupees ten annus, [f this be true I heir lute behaviour to them may easily be 
accounted 

The Seth* con&i$tentely aimed at monopolising the purchase of all silver 
in Use province stud the fact that the Company had disposed of aome elsewhere 
was certain to have caused great ofience to them. The Company thought it 
advisable to furnish I he Seths with an explanation of the occurrence “with 
which/’ wrote the Company's servants at Ca&simb&zarp 4< they seemed satisfied 
but wo hove not been able to prevail with them to lend uh ony more money tho # 
we have made frequent applications Jo them on that account and we despair of 
getting any from them or elsewhere till the arrival of some of our Hon*fole 
Masters' ships. ++ l3 

A few days afterwords the ships Arrived with thirty rhesls of bullion and 
on the 25th September the Council having taken into consideration how to 
dispose thereof and Seat Mautobray having wrote several times to the Presi¬ 
dent to discharge an interest note given in Calcutta being oa his own private 
account we think St necessary to keep him in temper as we can nowhere sell qur 
bullion but to that house. 

Agreed therefore that live chests he set apart to pay off part of his interest 
note and that twenty chests be sent to Cossimbuzar to be sold to Juggtae&t T s 
house and that they be desired to order us Jo the amount of ten chests of rupees 
1o be paid by his house in Calcutta for the currency of our business here and 
that the amount of the other ten chests be used for their investment there and 
that the remaining five clients be kept for our use here;” At the same time the 
Council wrote to CussiinJiMar directing the merchants there to assure the 
Seths that a further largo supply of bullion was expected doily "with which 
nows they seemed well pleased and very readily agreed to pay for the bullion 
in the manner desired but said they could not think of giving more than 201 
for 240 sicca weight TT and in the end the silver had to he delivered to them at 
that price. 14 

In January 1748 the Council ordered the merchants at Cassimbajrar to let 
the Seths know that the Company had one hundred chests of silver ready to de¬ 
liver them cither at Calcutta or Caroimhazar* out of which they were to pay 
themselves two Inks of rupees in part of what was owing to them, advance a lak 
of rupees to the Cas*imbn7ar factory, IE* 50,000 to the Dacca factory and send 
the remainder to Calcutta, 15 
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The President also wrote to Jagat Seth Seth Mahtah Rai on the subject 
but before the end of January the Nawab received news from Patna which 
nearly caused tie utter ruin. Zaintiddin Ahmad, hi a aon-in-law p who was Go¬ 
vernor of Rebar, had foolishly taken into his service a former general of All- 
vardi Khan's together with 1,200 Pathans and these men bad treacherously 
asanas i noted the Governor* imprisoned Ilaji Ahmad, seised the city* joined the 
Hah rat Las and were advancing on Bengal. This news put an end to all busi¬ 
ness at Murshidabnd. 

The Bengal Consultations of the fith February record :—" The President 
yesterday received u letter from Seat Mautobray in answer to what be had 
wrote to him about the Company's bullion wherein he says that he has been 
always ready to forward the Company T s business and to take the Bullion off 
their hands and should do so now if it was in his power but the Accident which 
has lately happened at Patna has thrown everything into such confusion every 
one flying to save his life that he himself has taken leave of the Nabob and 
has got across the great River. That the Mint is shut up and he has no 
rupees to supply us with therefore desires to be excused doing any business till 
the Affairs in the Country are in a more settled condition,” 

Altvardi Elian's proceedings at this time of great stress have been narrat¬ 
ed in the last chapter but in spite of the ^solute manner in which be faced the 
crisis lack of money nearly brought disaster upon him. The Nawab resorted 
to extortion and by this means obtained a small sum but at the price of driv¬ 
ing all the hankers remaining at Murshidahad out of the city* 16 The sum rais¬ 
ed was quite inadequate for when he reached Kkumrnh, about twenty miles 
from Muishidahadp his soldiers refused to proceed unless they received a fur¬ 
ther payment 17 ft must have been nt this critical juncture that Jagat Seth 
M ah tub Rai contributed the " mighty *ums p> spoken of in the Seir Mutuqherin. 
On the 21st March* a week afterwards* Alivardi Khan had crossed the borders 
of Beh&r. On the 23rd April be bad gained a victory over the revolted gene¬ 
ral and on the 2nd December be was back at Murthid&b&d triumphant over all 
Me enemies* 16 

In the same month the Governor of Hugli made a complaint against the 
English and tb ip complaint caused a great deal of trouble to the Company until 
the matter was nettled in the following October England and France were at 
war and a King's ship bad seized two vessels laden with goods belonging to Ar¬ 
menian and Muhammadan merchants of Hugli and containing besides presents 
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fortheNawab. In January f 1749 Alivardi Khan wrote to the Governor 
"These merchants are the kingdom j b bene fact-ore! their Imports and Ex¬ 
ports are an advantage to all men, and their complaints are so grieveus that 
I cannot forbear any longer giving ear to them. As you were not permitted 
to commit piracies therefore I now write you that on receipt of this you deliver 
up all the Merchants' goods, and effects to them as also what appertain* unto 
me* otherwise you may be assured a due chastisement in such manner as you 
least expect.” The Chief at Gassimbnzar thought that the letter had pro¬ 
bably been sent to appease the clamours of the Armenians and that the gift of 
a fine Arab horse to the Nawab would smoothe matters over. But the Nawab 
was in earnest. The Company's trade was stopped through out the province. 
At Dacca the supply of provisions was cut off until the Company's servants, de¬ 
claring that it was better to-die fighting than starving, threatened to help them¬ 
selves wherever they could. The factory at Cassimbazar was surrounded with 
troops and at length the English were compelled to come to terms* The Rev. 
James Long in his “ Unpublished Extracts form the Records of Government *" 
uLates that the English first tried to propitiate the Nswab through the Seths 
but the demands of the ** two favourites 1P were too high—4 Inks for the Nawah 
and Rs. 30,000 for themselves and adds “ at last after much negotiation the Ar¬ 
menians expressing themselves satisfied the Nawab becomes reconciled, but the 
English got off after paying to the Nawab through the Sects 12,00*000 rupees/* 

12,00,000 is a mere slip of the pen for 1,20,000 but the allegation that the 
Seths demanded Iis. 30,000 for themselves is a more serious matter and quite 
incorrect. The statement made in a former chapter that the Seths never re¬ 
ceived a bribe for their services to the Company still holds good. Jagat Setb 
Miihtub Rni and Maharaja Swamp Chund were naturally disposed to continue 
the friendly relations which had subsisted between their house and the Eng¬ 
lish and to render help to the Company when difficulties arose with the Gov¬ 
ernment. Two years before the Council record that Hahtab Rai had toeu 
“ very assisting ,P 20 to the Company in their affairs and a similar dispute to the 
present one had passed away without any untoward consequences. But now 
there was a decided coolness between the Seths and the Company and though 
they took no active steps against the English in spite of the fact that the Arme¬ 
nians paid assiduous court to them yet they refused to speak to the Nawab on 
their behalf while the Nawab placed the whole management of the affair in the 
hands of two men named Hookembeg nnd Camoleybeg, 21 These were the "two 
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favourites " whom the writer quoted above mistake for the two Sett ‘' 
were the men who informed the Company’s servants at Cass.mW tba - 
ing less than four lake would satisfy the “ W," the ^ - 

.Mag Uookembeg and Carooleybeg to understand no great sum on m «£■* 
l pretence would ever be complied with and standing it out with th »** JVJ 
reduced it to two Umck which Hooke to beg and Carooleybeg tell them e- 
will certainly insist on. But notwithstanding this they «ti ^ * 

standing out longer it may in time lie brought down to one laack ban 
five or thirty thousand to Hookembeg, etc. 32 

Sign. of the tool— between tke Still. W it. C.^..my h.v c .Wy 
been noticed. j»g« Soli M kail «-Dipl»»«l «'>»u! 1 of ^ 

lion in Calculi. euil ol Hi. fail.™ ol Ike Cumpmy to W <!• 

■uni. thev kail borrowed. In addition a long di.pute tree going on a Da ■ 
arising from tho fact tkat one ol Iko Company'. .crvnnt. «•“* “ Jl< ^ 

,b. Seth, a largo .«« ol money and Hough tho Company hold 
aolutoly .loot loom Ik. matter officially rtfll the fact remained that the,c .or- 
vont. wore involved in tke diapttle. Further 111. Company- wa. very B . 
in dekt to tke Sethe. In September. 1749 tke debt of Ike Dacca factory to ho 
Seth. olen. amounted to 11s. 584.000* and tkeugk me to. »*a *• 

dch. ol tke Cassimbazar factory lor .hie year lk.tr aoconn. «* «» **- 
the year 1751 tvae Re. 5I2d«t> M *"d wna probably larger than tin. in ■ 
Tie Seth. eomiM that a Urge pari of the bullion which amved from Eu- 
™ ought to have keen applied to Ik. reduction of these debt, and tv.ro - 
trcmelv discontented when tbi. wa. not done. At the very^ou.kreH rf tk 
Company'. di.pnto wi.k the Nnwab their .errant, at Cim.tmb.aa wrote 
Seat, are much diluted at not receiving «ome ol the money per Bo . 
Castle ” a great part whereof it seems they expected. They therefore presume 
a letter from the Pteeident to them with eom. «acu». lor who. hn. happened 
,nd enaurnncee given tk.t they .hall in tome mc..ur. be .almSed by the n« 
supply of money that arrives will they apprehend have a good effect and hr ng 
them into better bomonr/' To thi. tke Council replied t-“ In regard to Futto 
chnnd w. .hall alway. be glad to eerv. him when in onr power but a. the so 
that i. now nrrived i. bnl vent email we could not .pare linn anything from 
onr investment that might he entiefactory and therefore hope he will take 
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amisa wailing a little longer a a we expect a large supply very shortly, 11 ^ Th* 
Compay's servants at Cassimbasar reported that the Setha were not at all 
satisfied with the message they had received whereupon the Council directed 
them to assure the -Seths that 4 * we shall do all we eon to keep up a fair corres¬ 
pondence with them by doing all that is in our power to serve them,"^ 

this was in January. At the end of February the English at Cassimbazar 
beard that a ship had arrived with silver and wrote to the Council to remind 
them " of what they before requested in regard to their merchants but more 
particularly to the Scats to make them easy for upon them only they depend to 
he ext rirated from their difficulties,"^ 17 chests of silver were sent to Cussim- 
bazar to pay to Jngal Seth but when they applied to him for help in finishing 
their dispute with the Xawab all he would do was to advice iliem that the quic¬ 
kest and cheapest way of ending the business was to pay the Jfawab a sum of 
iiiiuiey for if they satisfied him the Armenians would have to be satisfied also,23 
In August I he English at Cnssimbuzar proposed to send n Mr. Kolsnl] to the 
Seths in order to induce them to speak to the N'uwnb in their behalf hut the 
Seths informed them they were disinclined to interfere iu the matter or to ad¬ 
mit of any visit till the dispute with the Durbar Imd been made up2J Tims it 
w ill be seen (hat the Seths practically held themselves entirely aloof from this 
quarel between the English and the Hawaii and they pursued this course until 
the dispute was settled in < ictober by the C om pony promising to pnv the Nawub 
K-. [‘JO.IHJO. To pay ll-i* mini the Company were obliged In apply to the Seths. 

“ They tud some days before,” wrote the Company's servants ut Cussim- 
ba^ar on the 20th <k-fobtjr, “directed the Vucqueels to wait on the Seats and 
sound them in regard to supplying them with what money they might want on 
Ibis occasion hut could never get a positive answer from them before the dispute 
with the Hawaii was ended when they sent their vacqueels to them uguin to re¬ 
quest they would advance the money. At first ihey made the greatest difficulty 
to comply with lheir request notwithstanding they assured them it should be 
paid out of the first money that ennie up. After representing to them alrongly 
the ill consequences which would arise to the Company's affairs in case their 
business was nut cleared immediately they (the Setha) sent Ruidass their go- 
maatah there to talk with them farther about it who complained heavily of uur 
not having paid anything this season nf the large debt the Company owed them 
at that factory notwithstanding so much treasure had been imported by the 
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several ships lately arrived end then told them they could not let them have the 
money unless they would promise to pay them three laack of rupees as soon as 
their boat* come up. They told Ituidaae that they could not answer this with¬ 
out first writing to us about it but if the Seats would furnish them with the 
money they had then occasion for they would write to us to supply them with 
as much as ever we could spare which should be all paid to them but this being 
no way satisfactory ho then demanded of them to give up a bill of exchange 
they had on hiB master’s house for twenty three thousand sicca rupees, the four 
chests of bullion remaining in their treasury and to draw a bill on ns for two 
laack of Bicca rupees which they agreed to on his promising to advance one 
laack and fifty thousand sicca rupees directly." 

It is curious to note that in the bill drawn by the Company’s servant a at 
Cassimbazar on the President and Council at Calcutta the name of Munik Chant] 
turns up again in the name of the firm. "This morning,' 1 runs the record, 
*' we received a letter from the Gentlemen at Coasimbaiar dated the 17th Ins¬ 
tant advising of their having drawn a Bill on iis for two Laack of Sicca Rupees 
(Rs. 200,000) payable nt sight to Biflendass or order for value received of Seat 
Monirkchuud Seat Anuncbund which they request us to honour. 

The Seats’ Gomustali now tendering the Bill of Exchange as advised of in 
the foregoing Letter. 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to pay off the same.” 30 

During this year we come across, for the first time, the name of Isgftt 
Seth Mali tab Rai'e eldest son— Kushal Chflnd—who seem to have entered the 
firm at this time- On the 15th June, 1749, the merchants at Dacca wrote. 
“ We have made the Seats’ Go mast ah easy for the present but with a promise 
of payment of their note to Seat Mow tab ray Bnuboo Coosalchand for fifty four 
thousand sicca rupees as soon as the expected shipping arrive and a currency 
is given to our business." 31 

iVe read of many more transactions between the Company ami the Seats 
during the remaining years of the Government of Ali verdi Khan but, with one 
exception they may be passed over in silence. On the 9th January, 1750 the 
Company’s servants at C'nssimbazar forwarded to Calcutta a copy of an order 
which “ their vacqueels inform them the Seats have lately obtained from the 
Xahob which forbids all persons besides themselves from purchasing any silver 
or taking any Arcot rupees.” 32 

Alivardi Khan enjoyed five years of peace after his treaty with the Mah- 
rattas and died in his Sffth year on the 9th April, 1756. 
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The author of the Seir Mutaijherin, writing at a time when the son of Mir 
Jafar possessed but a shadow of the authority of former Xawaba, declared that 
men would hardly he able to believe the credit and authority enjoyed by Mat* 
tab Uai and Swamp Chand in Menagl during the time of Alivardi Khan. M. 
Law, the chief of the French factory at Cassimbuzar, mentions the great res¬ 
pect with which they were treated by the Nawab, Like Futeh Chand they had 
great influence at Delhi, Their reputation in that city was so great that when 
the inhabitants heard of the revolution of 1757 which overthrew Siraj-ud- 
daula and placed Mir Jafar on the throne, they nesribed it entirely to the Seths 
and Ttai Durlahb Ham while Clive, whose name was well-known to them, wsa 
a great captain whom the Seths had brought from very far great expense to 
deliver Bengal from the tyranny of Sinij-ud-datila.33 If the wealth of Fateh 
Chand impressed the people of Bengal the wealth of the two cousins dazzled 
them. It was impossible to mention it “without seeming to exaggerate and to 
deal in extravagant fables."^ The populace, to whom krors of rupees convey¬ 
ed but a vague meaning, estimated the wealth of the Seths by saying that they 
could, if they chose, have blocked up the head of the Bhagiratbi at Suti with 
rupees. 4,000 persona of all sorts, lived in their palaces “All the bankers of 
their time in Bengal were either their factors or some of their family ” and 
thousands of these agents acquired such fortunes in' their service that they were 
able to purchase large tracts of lands and other possessions,^ 

One great source of profit to the Seths was the receipt of the revenue of 
Bengal find other payments made to the Nawab, It appears that they were 
entitled to receive ten per cent, 36 on all these payments and Sera ft on esti¬ 
mated their profits from this source si 40 lakhs a year. 

But there was a practice, peculiar to Bengal, which though n grievance to 
the inhabitants in general, must have proved a perennial stream of wealth to 
the Seths. Mr, Batson describes the practice in 1760, when Mir Kasim 
was Nawab. “The Nawab receives his revenues in eiccae of the current year 
only, which are accordingly estteme-1 the only authorised coin, that is to 
say, the only coin a person is obliged to receive in payment; and all eiccae 
of a lower date being esteemed, like the coin of foreign provinces, only a 
merchandise, are bought and sold at a certain discount called the batta, which 
rises and falls like the price of other goods in the market. This undervalua¬ 
tion of all siccas of a lower date than the current year being established, the 
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farmer of the Nabob's Mint and the Shroffs connected with him use various arti¬ 
fices to maintain it, that they may have an opportunity of buying up such 
undervalued rupees which they carry into the Mini and stamp anew; hence 
arises their profit, which enables them to give a yearly sum to the Nabob for the 
farm/' Mr, Batson estimated that the charge of stamping the rupees afresh 
would he, if properly managed, not more than J per cent, and considerably 
less if a largo quantity of rupevs were sent to the Mint. “ By the shroffs 
connected with the fanners of the Mint, 1 ’ Mr, Batson meant 11 Juggut Seats 
house, who have the privilege of coining and now stamping their money in 
the Nabob’s Mint on paying to the former as I understand u duty of * per 
cent,, by this privilege and by their great wealth and influence in the country 
they reap the chief benefit arising from the abovementioned practice, which I 
have called an indirect tax, and the Nabob finds it convenient to indulge them 
therein in recompense for the loans and exactions he obliges them to in his 
exigencies of money, " 37 

As their connect ion with the Mint at Murshidabad was so profitable to 
them they were naturally hostile to the establishment of a M nt at Calcutta 
which might possibly have diminished their profits, now 1 hopeless it was, in 
the time of Alivardi Khan for the English to establish a Mint against the 
wishes of the Seths can be seen from the following letter, dated the 8th Feb¬ 
ruary, 1753, to Roger Brake, the President of the Council at Calcutta. 

FI on'Lie Sir,—As the directions to the Hon’ble the President and Council 
from the llon'ble the Court of Directors for the establishment of a mint in 
Calcutta require the utmost secrecy, I have been obliged to use the greatest 
caution in the affair, but by all the distant enquiries I could make 
it would be impracticable to effect it with the Nabab, as an 
attempt of that kind would be immediately overset by Jnggut Set even at 
the expense of a much larger sum than what our Hon’ble Masters allow us to 
pay; he being the sole purchaser of all the Bullion that is imported in this 
province by which he is annually a very considerable gainer. 

However, that no means might ha left uneasayed to get so beneficial a 
privilege for our Uen'blo Masters, 1 have nt last ventured to entrust and con¬ 
sult our vaqueel, who is of the same opinion that it is impossible to effect it hero, 
but said his Master Hackem Beg had a sou in great power at Delhi?, who 
might he able to get us a Phirraauud from the King; but that this would be 
attended at least with the expense of one hundred thousand Rupees, and that 
cn the arrival of the Phirmaund here it would cost another hundred thousand 
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Rupees to the Mutsuddys and Dewans of the Nabob to put (Lat Phirmaund 
w force, and that this ufifair must be curried on with the greatest secrecy, that 
Juggut Set's house might not have the least intimation of it. but I much 
quDstmu whether we could get the mint for any sum with so extensive a pri¬ 
vilege as our Boa’ble Masters want, 

I am, etc,, 

(Sd,) William Waits.38 

An article in the treaty made with Sirsj-tid-daula in February 1757, gave 
the Company the right to establish their mini ut Calcutta and this right was 
confirmed by Mir jnfur. At first, however, the Company found great diffi¬ 
culty in persuading people to accept the Calcutta rupees in payment. In 
January 1758, a European merchant, to whom the Company had t« pay 11 
laks of rupees, absolutely refused to take the Calcutta money and when the 
public notary was sent to protest against his conduct, he refused to admit him 
and the protest had to be nailed to Lis door. Bis excuse was that by ac¬ 
cepting the Company’s rupees his fortune was daily exposed to being 
curtailed from b\ to 10 per cent, at the pleasure of Jagat Seth “ who,” he 
said, “ has the sole management and direction of the current money of the 
country, and con always make it fluctuate in such a manner as he Bees fitting 
and convenient for Lib purpose." When the Court of Directors heard of the 
merchant's conduct they ordered him to quit India within a vear, ” his be¬ 
haviour appearing to be insolent as well as frivolous and tending t« set an 
example of obstinacy and opposition.’’^ But the military could not be dealt 
with m that maimer and when they remonstrated nn the some ground ns the 
merchant the Company had to yield. Nearly two years later, on the 29th 
December, 1-59, we find the President and Council complaining to the Court 
of Directors that " our Mint is at present of very little use to us, as there has 
been no bullion sent out of Europe thin season or two past, and we arc appre¬ 
hensive that it will never be attended with all the advantages we might Lave 
expected from it, ns the coining id Siccus in Calcutta interferes so much 
with (ho interest of the Set* that they will not fail of throwing eveiy obstacle 
in our way to depreciate the value of our money i Q the country, notwith¬ 
standing its weight and standard is in every respect as good ns the Sicca* 
of iToorshedabad; so that a loss of balta will always arise on our money, let 
our influence at the Durtiar be ever so great,"® At length, in November, 1760, 
the Company obtained Iroui Mir Kasim, whom they had just mode Nawafa, a 
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pftrwana ordering - their rupees to pass current and forbidding nnv person to 
demand a discount upon them. 41 

Another source of profit to the Seths was their transactions with the 
European merchants in Bengal. The English, French and Dutch nil had 
dealings with them and these were on a large scale. We read of the Dutch 
borrowing Its. 400,000 at the ordinary interest of J per cent, a month or 9 per 
cent, a y«nr. 4 2 The French were heavily in debt to the Seths before the cap¬ 
ture of Cliandernagnre by Clive in 175T. Orrne says that their debt amounted 
to a million and a half of rupees, Some idea of the transactions of the 
English with Mnhuih liai and Swamp ('hand has already been given while 
their successors sent in a claim to the English for between 50 and 60 laths 
of rupees. The inhabitants of Bengal firmly believe to this day that the Seths 
advanced large sums of money to the English prior to the battle of FI assay 
and that “ the rupees of the Hindu banker, equally with the sword of the Eng¬ 
lish Colonel contributed tit the overthrow of the Muhammadan power in 
Bengal." 43 

The events which led to the overthrow of the Muhammadan power and the 
foundation of British domination in Bengal brought the Seths into close con¬ 
nection with the English. They were almost alone in their endeavours to dis¬ 
suade Siraj-ud-dauln from making his reckless march un Calcutta, they be¬ 
friended the fugitives at Fulta, they earned the thanks of Clive for negotiat¬ 
ing ihe treaty between Siraj-ud-daula and the En gilsh which left the latter 
free to deal with the French. M. Law, the Chief of the French factory at 
fnssiinbazar, speaking with firsthand knowledge and from a bitter personal 
experience, affirmed that -Tngnt Seth ilahtab Rat and Maharaja Swamp (hand 
were the originator* of the revolution that overthrew Siraj-ud-dauln and that 
without their aid the English could never have accomplished whnt the}* did. 
Unlike others they never played the part of traitor* to the English nor, like 
others, do they appear to have stipulated for a pecuniary return for their 
services. After the death of Siraj-ud-daulfi they averted combination of Hindu 
rajas of Debar who would have risen to establish a Hindu government, 44 
Throughout flic government of Mir .lafnr and his successor Mir Kosim they 
steadily adhered to the English cause and their friendship for the English was 
the crime for which they were put to death by Mir Kasim. These events 
will form the subject of the following pages. 


’<U. Lafuj’s Selections from UnpultlUhed Re?orris of Govemmenl, p. 227. 

42. Hill's Uotunl in 1736 57. VoL i, p, 32. 

43. Hunter 1 * SUtistical Atfouni of Bengal, Vol. is. p- 2S8. 

44. Uill's Three t’ranchmen in Bengal, p. 120. 

9 






34 


BENGAL: PAST $ PRESENT. 


o 

j|Fi 

fhic of iSiraj*iKUdaula*i relations, Gluilum Husain Khan, the author of 
thfc Soir Mutoqherm, reflecting on the incredible recklessness p folly, and 
wickedness tif that Nawab, saw in his elevation to the government of Bengal, 
Bebar and Orim a manifestation of the workings of an avenging Providence, 
who had minutely recorded all the excesses and crimes of Alivardi Khan and 
bis family and bad decreet! that this guilty rate should be deprived of an 
empire that bad cost so much toil in [iiblng. Hijuj-ud-d;iula’s mother, Amina 
Hogam. Was n daughter of Alivardi. Khan. Zniiuiddin Ahmad, bis father, 
was a son of llaji Ahmad, Alivardi Khan's brother. He was assassinaled at 
Patna in IT-18 by Path fens who had revolted against Alivardi Khan. Siraj-ud- 
d aula's birth is said <n have taken place at the time when Shuja-ud-doulu 
chose Alivardi Khan to be Governor of Debar and the latter, struck by the coin¬ 
cidence and attributing Ins good fortune to the event, adopted him as his 
heir. Alivardi Rhun T & love for bits grandson was like that of Jacob for Ben¬ 
jamin but it wa& as ill-directed and as fatal as tlnit of Eli 4 whose sons made 
themselves vile and he restrained them not." Siroj-ud-daula was trained to 
expect the gratification of every wish, indulgence in every whim and unfor* 
tuimtely, when lie grew up, the whole bent of Ins mind was towards evil. 
Gathering around him a band of followers like himself “ he commenced u course 
of itisnlencies, infamies and profligacies; and either out of that ignorance in¬ 
cident to that nge f or because of an ardor natural lo bis constitution, fab hough 
really it was because of his perfect reliance on hi* uncles forbearance) such a 
course of life became in him bis real charncier. This is so far true, that he 
was observed to be low spirited and melancholy, whenever be fell short of 
opportunities to commit his usual excesses and enormities; and they became 
ski customary to him, that lie acted all along without u grain of remorse, or a 
spark of recollection. Making no distinction betwixt vice and virtue, and 
paying no regard to the nearest relations, he caused defilement wherever he 
went; and like u man alienated in hi* mind he made the houses of men and 
women of distinction the scenes of his profligacy, without minding either rauk 
or station. In a little time be became as detested us Pliarao: people on meet¬ 
ing him by chance used to say God save ua from bim/’ 4S 

The Kuropeao in Bengal thought it impossible that such a man would 
ever become ruler nf the three provinces, but ftirAj-ud-dnula was marvellously 
favoured by fortune, llis two uncles, Nawazish Muhammad, Governor of 
Dacca* and Sayyid Ahmad, Governor nf Purlieu, who might have proved for¬ 
midable rivals, both died n few months before Alivardi Khan. Besides many 


45, S*ir Mutwjhcrin, Vol. I T p. 645. 




THE HOrSE OF JAG AT BETH. 


as 


people thought that Sirnj-ud-daula would become more humane when he was 
Ns* wub and were encouraged in this belief by the example of his uncle Nawaz isb 
Multi* in mad, who had been iptite us vieinue as .Siraj-ud-dauln in bis youth and 
had grown up to be the Idol of ihe people of the province. The influence of 
AUvardi Khan, too, counted for much and Ibis influence, combined with & 
judicious distribution of gifts of money, w»b excited on S i raj-u*l-dault* s be¬ 
half so tint, contrary to all expectations Siraj-ud-daula quietly succeeded his 
grandfather when the latter died on April 9th 1156.® The hope that the pos¬ 
session of power would work a change in the character of Siraj-ud-daula was 
doomed to disappointment. The first act of bis government was to despoil 
his aunt. Ghustta Begum, who hail retired to Muti Jhil with the vast treasures 
left by her husband, Nawsmsb Muhammad. She was suspected of attempting 
to set up the infant son of Siraj-ud-dnu3a’s younger brother as Xsiwah, Great 
changes at Court followed. The old officers of Alivardt Khan were dianm-ed 
and their places given to worthless favourites. Mir Jafstr, who fur years bud 
been paymaster of the forces, had to give place to u Hindu, Mir Madam 
Another Hindu, Mohan Lai. ** the greatest scoundrel the earth has ever borne, 
worthy Minister of such a waster^' was made Divan, 1 Ids man who be¬ 
came the chief adviser of Siruj-ud-duulft, was the “ sworn enemy of the Seths," 
fagot Seth Muhtub ltni and bis cousin soon found that they were no longer 
treated with the great respect they had received from former Xawubs. “ Siraj- 
ud-daulu. ihe most inconsiderate of men, thinking it impossible that he could 
have need of these aaufcanti or that be could have any reason to fear them, 
never showed them the least politeness. Their wealth was bis aim; sooner or 
later he would seize it.” In less than a year Siraj-nd-dnula found reason to 
niter bis attitude to the Seths but it was then loo late even if he lmd been 
sincere. 

Before Siraj-ud-dauln hud been XWnb a month he had alienated not only 
the Seths but also most of the chief men at his court, 'lliey detested his 
character, they dreaded his violence and they could not bear the arrogance of 
his Hindu favourites who had been placed over them. Soon the principal men 
in the city " were only intent on finding out the means of overturning bis power, 
whether by art. by force, or bv treason."® Their time was to come but 
not immediately. The astonishing success of Sumj-wd-da«Ua, first against the 
Huglish and then against bis cousin and rival, Sbaukat Jung, the Governor of 
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Furnea, caused him to l»e feared as much os be was detested. Alen said that 
his star was predominant and nothing could resist him. None believed this 
more firmly than he himself. 

We would naturally suppose that when Xir&j-ur-daula made war on the 
Jiugliiili he bad some great grievance against them or at least some clear motive 
for attacking them which everyone would have recognised at once us the funds- 
mental cause of the war. but when we seek for this unmistakable cause we are 
battled. We can read wbat the Nawnb said, what the English said, and what 
the world said, but the Xawab may have been concealing his true motives, 
the English could not Agree and the world repeated what it heard from one oi 
the former sources. 

The Kawab gave his pretexts for the war in letters to the Armenian, Coja 
Wajid, and Air. Figot (he Governor of Madras. To the former he wrote:—I 
have three substantial motives for extirpating the English out of my country, 
one that they hare built strong fortifications and dug large ditch In (he King’s 
dominions contrary to the established laws of the country; The second is that 
they have abused the privilege of their dust ticks by granting them to such as 
were no ways entitled to them, from which practices the King has suffered 
greatly in the revenues of his Customs; The third motive is that they give pro¬ 
tection to such of the King’s subjects os have by their behaviour in the em¬ 
ploys they were entrusted with made themselves liable to be called to an 
Account and instead of giving them up no demand they allow such persons to 
shelter themselves within their bounds from the bauds of justice."51 To Mr. 
Figot lie wrote: —” It was not my intention to remove the mercantile business 
of the Company belonging to you from out of the subah of Bengal, but linger 
Brake your gonmsta was ft very wicked and unruly man and began to give 
protection to person who hn.l accounts with the PatehaSS in his koatey.53 X„t- 
wii[islanding all my admonitions, yet he did not desist from his shameless 
actions.'‘54 

Air, Berber and the Council at Dacia stoutly maintained that the pro¬ 
tection given by the Company to Krishna Das was the Cause of the war. Gov¬ 
ernor Drake and Air. Ilolwell maintained as stoutly that it had nothing to 
do with it. Air. William Toofce thought that the whole affair was a trap set 
by the Xawab to catch the English, Mr. Alanningbam declared that it was 
impossible to give any rational account of the origin of the troubles. When 
he was at Mursli id a bad with Lord Clive a careful enquiry was made into the 
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motives of Sirnj-iid-dauluk conduct. Hfs principal oftieeri, the Seth* and 
every ether person I rum whom information was likely to be obtained were 
questioned without success. Hr. 8erafton, too, declared the source of Siiaj- 
ud-daulit'si resentment against the English to be ' k one of those state mysteries 
that die with their authors M and adds “I have mode ii my study since our in¬ 
tercourse with the great men at court, to penetrate into the cause of this event 
but could never obtain anything satisfactory. , , , , Perhaps it k a vain re¬ 
search to trace the motives of a capricious tyrant/' On the other hand Mr. 
Bechet said that Manik (. hand and Juget Seth in letters to Major Killputrick 
asserted that the Jfnwob’s anger against the English began on their protecting 
bis subjects. These letters have been lost- 55 

As a matter of fact Sira j-ud-dauhfa anger against the English arose before 
he became Xawab, Like many others the English (bought that a man hated 
as he was would never become Niiwab. According to 11. Law "they never 
addressed themselves to Si raj-ml-clan la for their business in the Durbar, but 
on the contrary avoided all communication with him. Hu certain occasions 
they refused him admission into their factory at towimbazor, and their 
country bouses, because in fact this excessively blustering and impertinent 
young man used to break the furniture or, if it pleased him, take it away. 
But Siraj-ud-daula was not the man to forget what be regarded as an m- 
hult/"S6 In addition Simj-udolauU firmly believed that (ho English were 
plotting with Ghasita Begum. He brought this charge against them fifteen 
flays before the death of Alivardi Khwn in the presence of Dr. William Forth, 
the surgeon of Cnssi in bazar and when Alivardi Khan* after enquiry* declared 
Hurt be did not believe a word of what bad been told him Siraj-ud-dimhi 
answered that be could prove it.S7 Alivardi Khan had observed with concern 
how prone Siraj-inLclauln was to quarrel with the English and this was one 
of the reasons which led him to say that after his death “ the hat-men would 
possess themselves of all the shores of India 

The facts about Krishna Das are these, Raj Balliddi* his father, who had 
been diwun of Nawadah Muhammad at Dacca, cither fearing for the safety 
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of Lis properly or joining in a plot to entrap tit 1 English, informed Alt. Watt a, 
lire chief of the factory at Cussitn bazar, that Lis son was going on a pilgrhnugo 
to Jaganualh hut as his son's wife was expecting to give birth to a child he 
requested J;r. Watts to obtain ml mission for his son into Calcutta until the 
latter e wife could proceed on her journey. This was done and Krishna ]fae 
arrived in Calcutta about the I6tb -March, I75fi. Alivordi Khan died on the 
yth April. About the lutb April A'arayaii Singh, n spy, cflme to Calcutta 
privately ami in disguise, with a letter from the Nmb to the Governor de¬ 
manding the surrender uf Krishna Doss, his fujnilv and wealth. The Governor 
refused to receive n messenger coining in such a manner and turned hint out 
of the place with disgrace. Thinking, however, that trouble might ensue he 
sent word of what hud been done to Mr. Watts at Cassimbazar. Mr. Watts 
iwmediately wrote to some of ibo chief officers at the Durbar to prevent unv 
complaint being made to the Xnwab and the affair was seemingly bushed 
up, 5 ® 

f be final rupture between the Xswnb ami the English came about in the 
following manner. The Xawnb's spies iufottned him that the English and 
French were fortifying their settlements of Calcutta and C hander import. As 
far as the English were concerned there was some truth in their report. As 
war with the French was Eminent they hnd repaired their line of guns on 
the riverside, built o small redoubt at Perrins gulden ou the non hern boun¬ 
dary of tbe settlement and cleared out (he Mnhretta ditch. An octagon summer 
house built in lhe garden of a Mr, KelsoiJ was also repotted to be a fortifica¬ 
tion, "lhe Afaivub sent a letter to (he Governor ordering him to de*is( from 
carrying on any jiow works, to demolish the redoubt and draw-bridge at 
Perrin s aud to fill up (he ditch and i mined lately left Muish idabiul to march 
against Khankat Jung. The order arrived in Calcutta about the 10th or 12tb 
May and Drake, without consulting his Council, at once sent a reply to Watts 
at Cassimbar.ar who was to forward it to the A'awab. Upon its arrival the 
vakil explained it to Watts who thought it a very proper answer aud sent it 
mi to the Hawaii who was at Rajmahal. As soon as Simj-qd-daulu read the 
letter he became furiously angry, ordered troops to be sent against the factory 
at Casaimhttsw and followed himself with his whole army. The factory at 
Cassius bazar was taken on the 2ml -June. 5 ® 

Drake's letter has been lost but he hjwb that the substance of it was as 
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fallow?!— 1 ' That It gave m concern to observe that some enemies had advised 
in* Excellency without regard to truth that we were creeling new fortifications* 
That for this century past we bail traded in his dominions and had been pro¬ 
tected and encouraged by the several Subahflj always having paid a due obe¬ 
dience to their orders, That we hoped be would not listen to any false repre¬ 
sentations, and that we depended on hie favour to protect our commerce which 
tended to the benefit of his provinces„ as wo exported the produce of the 
ground in return for bullion brought into the country; That he must have been 
acquainted of the great loss our Company sustained hy I he capture of Madras 
by the French; That there was now an appearance of another war breaking 
out between (he French nation and ours, wherefore we were repairing our walls 
which were in danger of being carried away by the river and were not other¬ 
wise erecting any new works or digging any ditch. p '*i The only explanation 
ol the Xaw'all 4 * anger is that he tevented the bint that the war betw een I he 
English and French would probably be brought into Bengal and regarded as 
an insult the insinuation that he was powerless to protest the English. Watts, 
however, thought that Jiarayan Singh might have taken this opportunity 
to complain to the Xawab of i he treatment he had received nt Calcutta.* 2 

Whether it would have been possible to turn the Xuwab from his pur¬ 
pose is doubtful. .Messrs. Watts and Collett maintained that it would have 
been possible and that even when the Xuwab lutd advanced ms for as llughli 
he could have been propitiated with a sum of motley fi* Omar Beg. one i«s 
the Sqwnlffl officers, thought even up to the last that the Nnwah merely 
intended to frighten the English and that all would he put right at 
Calcutta.** According to the Sait It uuiqhcrin tti raj-ml-dan la treated his 
officers so badly that they were quite indifferent as to what might happen, 
Otherwise this ilispnte might have been terminated by a few words iu n con¬ 
ference, by the least of bin ministers ami commanders without it becoming 
necessary to recur to force nnd to war/' 

On the other band it is recorded that Siraj-nd-duuVa mother, Amina 
Begani, tried in vain to dissuade Mm from marching against Calcutta, Jnggt 
Seth Habtab Rai and bis cousin also visited Sirnj-ud-claulsi who had taken 
up bis quarters at the house of Mr, Collett, the second at Fussim bazar. They 
represented to him that the English were a colony of inoffensive and useful 
merchants mid earnestly entreated the Nawab to moderate his resentment 
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of lib property or joining in a pint to entrap the English, informed Mr. Watte, 
the Huief of the factory at tiissimbiiiir, that Lb son was going on a pilgrimage 
In Jugannatk but as his son s wife >vas expecting to give birth to a chilli ho 
requested Mr. Watts to obtain admission for lib sou into Calcutta until the 
latter'* wife ctruld proceed on her journey. This waa done and Krishna Das 
tinived In Calcutta about Ihe 16lli March, 1756. Alivardi Khun died on Ike 
Jilt April, About the loth April Xnrtiyati Singh, a spy, came to Calcutta 
privately and in disguise, with a letter from the \uwab to the Governor de¬ 
manding the surrender of Krishna Does, his family and wealth. The Governor 
refused to receive a niessengei coming in such a manner and turned him out 
of the place with disgrace. Thinking, however, that trouble might ensue he 
sent word of what had been done to Mr. Watts at Csssimfazax, Mr. Watts 
1 in mediately a rale to some of the chief officers at the Durbar to prevent env 
iomphiii)) being made to the Xawiib and the affair was seemingly hushed 

up.® 

ihe it mil rupture between the Kuwait and the English came about in Ihe 
following maimer. The Kawab’s spies informed him that the English mid 
Fi each were fortifying their settlements of On leu tin and Chandernagore. As 
far as the English were concerned there was some truth in their report. As 
war with the I'reueh tins imineut they had re ] mi red their line of guns on 
the riverside, built n small redoubt at Perrin's garden on the northern luuin- 
dary of ihe settlement and cleared out the Mahrntta ditch. An octagon Biuumer 
house built iu the garden of 11 Mr, Kebul] was also reported to be a fuitifica- 
tion. I’lie Xawab sent a letter to tlie Governor ordering him to desist from 
carrying on any new works, to demolish the redoubt and draw-bridge at 
Perrin's and to fill up the ditch and immediately left Murahidubod to march 
against Nhaukat Jung, The order 111 lived in Calcutta about tlie 10th m 12th 
Mih and Diuke, \tilboul consulting his ( iituii'il, ut njire sent a rrplr to Wiitti 
at CassimbaMr who was to forward it to the Snwnb. Upon its arrived the 
vakil explained it to Watts who I bought It a very proper answer and seat it 
•111 to the Nuwnb who was at Rnjuuiha). As naon as Sirpj-ud-duuk tend the 
letter he became furiously angry, ordered hoops to 1w sent against the factory 
«t Cnssimbazar and followed himself with his whole army. The factory at 
Cnsai in bazar was taken on the 2nd -Tune,® 

Drake's letter has hern lost hot he say* that ihe substance of it was an 
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follows:—" That ii gave us concern to observe that bo me enemies hud advised 
his Excellency wit Lout regard to truth that we were erecting new fortifications; 
Thai for this century past we had traded in hie dominions and bad been pro¬ 
tected and encouraged by the several Stibahs, always having paid a due obe¬ 
dience to their orders, That we hoped he would not iiaten to any false repre¬ 
sentations, and that we depended on his favour to protect our commerce which 
tended to the benefit of his provinces, as we exported the produce of the 
ground in return for bullion brought into the country; That he must have been 
acquainted of the great loss our Company sustained by tbe capture of Madras* 
by tbe French; That there was now an appearance of another war breaking 
out between the French nation nnd ours, wherefore we were .epairing our walls 
which were in danger of being carried away by the river and were not other- 
wise erecting any new works or digging «uy ditch.’™ The only explanation 
of the yawab’s atiger is that he resented die bint that the war between the 
English and French would probably be brought into Bengal and regarded as 
au insult the insinuation tint lie was powerless to protest the English. Watts, 
however, thought that Xarayau Singh might hove taken this opportunity 
to complain to the Nuwab of the treatment he had received at Calcutta.^ 

Whether it would have been possible to turn the Nnwnh from bis pur¬ 
pose is doubtful. Messrs. Watts and Collett maintained that it would have 
been possible and that even when the Xuwab hod advanced as far as Hughli 
he could have been propitiated with a sum of money M Omar Beg, one ui 
the XawaVe officer*, thought even up to the last that the Nnwab inert ly 
intended to frighten the English and that all would be put right at 
Calcutta.** According to the Scir Mutnqherm Si raj-ml -da u la treated bis 
officers so hadly that I bey were quite indifferent as to wluit might happen. 
Otherwise “ this dispute might have been terminated by a few- words in u con- 
femtee, by the least of his miniate: * und commanders, without it becoming 

neressarv to recur to force nud to wur* 

tin Hie other hand it is recorded that Siraj-ud-daula* mother, Ammo 
Begum, tried in vain to dissuade liiiu from marching against Calcutta. Jugal 
Seth Mahtab Itai and his cousin also visited Siraj-ud*daula who had mkeii 
up bia quarters at the house of Mr. Collett, the second at Cassimbazar They 
represented to him that the English were a colony of inoffensive and useful 
merchants and earnestly entreated the Nnwab to moderate his resentment 
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against them.*-' Sirnj-ud-daula in reply referred to the many insults lie hud 
received at the Lauds of the English, they bad detained his subjects who Lad 
wronged him and fled to them Jar protection and he went m to say " 1 Lave 
never forgot the behaviour of one of the Chiefs here. When J came one day 

1,1 l,,eir ilM >' wltL ay 1 sent to let (Lem know that we wanted to 

come in ami see it He refusal it. This has stuck by me ever si, 1C e."65 The 
remonstrances of Jugal Seth wore in vain “ and that uune might presume to 
ilivei t him from his resolution, lie exacted an oath from Jagutaeat (who bar] 
always acted as mediator between the government and the Europeans; aot to in¬ 
terfere or offer nay argument to make him alter his mind. After this, no one 
dared to plead for the unfortunate English."^ 

i in ( lie OtIt June, Siraj-ud-dfluJa left Cassimha^ar. He arrived before Cnl- 
c-'itta on the JGtb end on the 2ti!h the place was in his hands. Those of the de¬ 
fenders who escaped death either made their way to the French a ml Dutch set- 
Elements or took refuge with the women and children on the ships which dropped 
-town the river to Fulte. There they anchored. Those fugitives from Calcutta 
Who bad reached Clmndemagor* or JIugli began to make their wav , n Fulta and 
were followed by refugees from Luckeyporc, Balasore and Dacca, For nearlv 
* l * months n few ships and n dwindling band of men, women am] children, al¬ 
most destitute of"the necessaries of life, and stricken with fever, were all that 
remained of the flourishing settlements of the English in Bengal. Appeals to 
t he 1 reach and Dutch for succour were unheeded for the lYawab had threatened 
those nations with ties!ruction if they assisted the refugees with provisions and 
a) first they had to rely for good on friendly inhabitants of the district who 
stealthily eanic to the ships at night. “ It was a most melancholy sight ” says 
one of the hand, " la see such a number of men women ami children, without a 
Change of chdlies, victual, or drink, nml many obliged to he exposed to the in¬ 
clemency of the weather day and night, the shipping was sn much crowded "63 
Ihe Governor fared no better than the rest-" no shift of linen for eight davs 
unli relieved by one of the pilots, and the deck was my bed, the comma of a 
hatchway my pillow, my sustenance rice half mixed with paddy, slain starved 
animals that hunger reduced me to eat, muddy river water for my drink.”®# 

At the end of July Major Killpatrick arrived from Madras with about 220 
men. By ibis t ime I he refugees were somewhat better off with regard to pro- 
v.sions but oo the other hand the place was becoming more and more unhealthy 
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It, rainy season advanced. Swnn.ps unit paddy li»«i ‘ be b *" ks » f lbe "J" 
ti ml rendered it impowible to live on store. The men .offered morel hen the 
wonl e B . All through the mins they died doily oud Major Iullpatrick s detri¬ 
ment VB6 almost exterminated, 10 

Nothing coaid 1» attempted except negotiation.. On the loth Angus! 
Major K.llpatriek .-role a complimnutatT letter to the ITawab " complaining « 
little oi the hard cog. of the English Honourable Company, curing him of 

good intention, uotwith.tanding what had happened and begging in the 
meantime, till thing, were cleared „p, that he mould treat him at least a. a 
friend and give order, that oar people may be supplied with provision, in a 
and friendly manner."’! On the 22nd Omtohund sent Coja Petra, end A - 
Unm .loeobs'to .he Major with a letter recommending him to write to legal o. 
„„.l other.. The .Major did ... hot l imichand " did not think it right to - 
ward the leller. and reterned them. Worren Hastings, who hod-wS> 
Cssimbaear. nisi, thought it nn.eces.ary to forward Major Kdlpstnck let » 
to theNnwab. At this time there we™ great hope, that Shautat Jung, the Iro - 
ernor of Purnea. would defeat Siraj-ud-daulo and some of the pnocipal men o 
Slutehidabnd were in correopondenee with him. In any e... it wn. an mep- 
time fer negotiation, a. the Con.uU.tioa. of the beeret 
Fulls. dated the 5,1, September, will .how:-" Yesterday come advices freer 
Mr Perth ol the 2nd in.lant that by letters from Mr. Bisdom from Cos.imboear, 
;,f the diet ultimo, lb. content, of which Mr. Bisdom derired him to commune 
rule, he i. informed thot the Nabob of Fyrnea wae appointed by the tog 
N-nbob of Bengal; that he wn. joined by anolher con.ider«ble llaja, and that 
he hod begun bmdiiitm. .ml taken about 200 heals; that upon new. of th 
Serajod l)owin had otd.red .Taffar Alii Cm and other principal eiheers to 
march with n force lo oppose him, which they did, tint returned on l ie -S!l. on 
lie count of a dispute between the Nabob and Jnggereenl, in which the former 
reproached the letter for not getting » phirmnund end then ordered lum to 
else from .he ineteliunls three core of rupees, but Juggeaeat pleading the 
tanfchipe of Li, already opprcsied people received a blow on the face and was 
confined .loiter Alii Cnwn returning upon this went with other pnneip 
officers and iosi.ted on Juggemat being set at liberty, bat were refused, o.. 
which they deeinred that they would net draw their .words in his service tdl 
he elioulti be appointed Nabob by th$ King- 73 
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Subsequently the ooraepondeuce was resumed apparently without the in¬ 
tervention of i Imichaud fur t’nja Petrus delivered the letters to the agents of 
♦Tngiit Seth and f'njfa M azid at Uugli. EIt l returned with satisfactory answers 
in Major Kill pa trick. Until the nr rival of Admiral Wutson and Clive the 
English were freed from all fear of hostility or mole station from the TT&wab's 
troops m ( alcultn - 73 J he English ai Fulln seem to have been dissatisfied with 
the efforts made by Coja \V uzid on their behalf lor on the 33rd November the 
‘Council directed Major Killpft trick to write to .Jugal Seth assuring him * 1 that 
their dependence was upuu him and upon him alone, for ihe hopes they had of 
resettling in an amicable manner /'" 4 

In truth there was never any hope of resettling at Calcutta except on such 
terms us (Mr. Malts hoped) Englishmen would never consent tojs Siraj-ud* 
dauhi hntl defeated Skaufcat Jung and his belief i n his star was at its highest 
pitch. The English were never mentioned at the Court of Murshidabad but 
with pity or contempt "6 “ A pair of slippers,” said Sirej-ud-daula, " is all 
(hat is needed to govern tbem. TT lie thought that their whole number in all 
Europe could not exceed ten or twelve thousand men and never imagined they 
would entertain the idea of re-establishing themselves bv force. He expect¬ 
ed them to come to him with a sum of money in one hand and the other held 
out to receive thankfully whatever he was pleased to give ibemJT The Eng¬ 
lish. mi the other hand, recognised that the immediate possession of Calcutta 
was useless to them for it was neither advisable nor safe tu trust any yt the 
Company's property there until they had a force sufficient to defend it against 
the Nu wo b. Accordingly Major Kill patriot acknowledged that the negotia¬ 
tions Lad answered almost all their intent inns. They gained time and were 
supplied with provisions while they were obliged to remain inactive.^ The 
correspondence went on until the arrival of the King's ships. On (he Uth 
December Dr. William Forth at Clunsura informed the Council at Fullu that 
■Ingot {4eth and (Jmk-hutid were stilt endeavouring to make up matters ami at 
the same time he acknowledged the receipt of n letter from the Secretary of (he 
* utmcil with which were encloses] two letters for Jagst Seth.79 Four days 
later. Admiral Wataon and Clive arrived at Fultn and ihe negotiations were in¬ 
terrupted for u time* 
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But not for long. The Council of Fort St George clearly defined the aim 
of the expedition which they despntehpd to Bengal under Clive and WwUon. 

“ We could not have resolved to engage ottr Honourable Masters in the vast 
expense of fitting out this armament.*' they said. “ but with the hopes of ob¬ 
taining equivalent advantages. The mere retaking of Calcutta should we 
think by no means he the end of ibis undertaking; not only their Settlements 
anti factories should be restored but nil their privileges established in the full 
extent grunted by the Great Mogul, uail maple reparation made to them hr 
the loss they have lately sustained; otherwise we are of opinion it would lmve 
been better nothing had been attempted, than to have added the heavy charge 
of this armament to their former loss, without securing their colonies and 
trade from future insults and exactions. 

“ Should the Nabob on the news of the arrival of these forces, make offers 
tending to <he acquiring to the Company the before mentioned advantages, 
rather than risque the success of u war, we think that sentiments of reveng¬ 
ing injuries, although they were never more just, should give place to the 
necessity of sparing as far as possible the many had consequences of war be 
aides the expense of the Company's treasures, but wo arc of opinion thn< ihe 
sword should go in hand with the pen, tmd that on the arrival of the present 
armmueui. hostilities should immediately commence with the utmost vigour. 
These hostilities must he of every kind which can either distress his dominion* • 
and estate or bring reprisals into our possession, We have directed Colonel 
Clive to apply to you, gentlemen, for a plan of such a treaty as you would re- 
cam mend to be mode with the Nabob. 

The sword and the peu were to go baud in hand but the power of the sword 
had to he displayed first for the Nawab returned no answer when Clive, on be¬ 
half of the Company, and Watson, in the name of the King, demanded ihe res* 
loratioii of Calcutta ntu! satisfaction for all the losses the Company had sustain¬ 
ed. On the 29th December Uanik Chand, the Governor of Calcutta, was de* 
tooted in a skirmish nt Budge Budge ami fled with « bullet hole through his 
turban. Uu the 2nd January. 1757 Calcutta was recaptured and its defen¬ 
ders fled. Some of them did not stop till ihev reached Marsh ulabad where 
Maatk Chand assured the Nawab that the English who had just come were a 
very different kind of men from those whom lie bad beaten at Calcutta a few 
months before. 61 thi the tGtli Hugli was captured and destroyed to strike ter¬ 
ror into the Nawab’s troop* and to cDOcnirage malcontent* to side with the 
English. 
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The pen. meanwhile, hail not been idle. Probably before the capture of 
FTugli Hive boil written to Jagat Seth and Coja Wsmd—to the former as one 
who had served the English well at Fulta. to the latter because he was reputed 
to be the confidential agent of the >"uwab in bis dealings with Europeans. 
These letters have not been preserved but we have Jagat Seth s reply. It is 
ilsiled the 14th .human', 1*57, and runs thus: — 

■■ Your favour 1 have with great pleasure received and give due attention 
to the contents. You are pleased to say that tbe >abnb listens to wliat i mat 
recommend, and hope I will exert my self for your good and the general benefit 
of the country. My business is that of a merchant, and probably what I may 
recoin mend that way be may give ear to. You have acted llic very f6\fist par U 
and possessed yourselves of Calcutta by force, after which you have taken and 
destroyed the city of Hugh ley, and by all appearances you seem to have no de¬ 
sign but that of fighting. Iu what manner then can I introduce an applica¬ 
tion for accommodating matters between the Nabob and your' TV hat vour in¬ 
tentions are it is impossible to find out by these acts of hostility, l’ut a stop 
to this conduct and let me know what your demands are. You may then de¬ 
pend upon it 1 will use my interest w i ith the Nabob to finish these troubles. 
How enn you expect that the Nabob will pass by or overlook your conduct m 
pretending to take tip arms agio ns t the Prince or Subah of the country. 
Weigh this within yourself." 82 

t'nja Wojid replied on the I7ih January, to the effect that nut of a parti- 
culm regard fur the English Company he bad desired M. Itenuult, the Cover- 
juir of (‘hander nagote, to accommodate matters between the Nnwah and the 
English. 85 It was thought that these letters were written by the Kawab’s 
order. They were sent to the Governor of Cbaudernagnre who despatched 
two of his Council with them and at the same time offered bis mediation.®* 

On the 21st January Clive replied to both letters. To Jagat Seth Mali tab 
Hal and Maharaja Swarup Cband he wrote as follows: — 

I have received the letter which you did me the honour to write and 
have communicated the contents to the Governor and Council of Calcutta. 

It is with great pleasure I find you so reedy to moke use of your interest 
rrilh the JTawab to come into terms of accommodation, and to settle the trou¬ 
bles of this country. It would be but repeating to you what you have beard 
from all mouth*, the devastation and ruin committed by Seraja Dmvla on the 
English It would be unfolding a tale too horrible to repeat if I was to relate 
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to you the horrid cruelties and barbarities inflicted upon an unfortunate peo¬ 
ple to whom the Xabah in n great part owes the riches and grandeur of his pro¬ 
vince. No less than 120 people, the greatest part of item gentlemen of family 
and distinction, being put 1o an ignominious death in one night and in such 
a manner as was rpiite inconsistent with the character of a man of courage or 
humanity T such i have always heard the Nabob represented to be + and for this 
reason I believe it must have been dune without his knowledge. Crider these 
circumstances how can you except we should any longer defer our resentment 
Did we not send many letters to the Nabob in expectation that he would have 
sen* answers thereto and complied with our just demands? Did we not wait 
many day® at Fulta without committing any hostilities? Did not the Gover¬ 
nor of Budgbudge first declare war against the English by firing on the King's 
ships? What could we do but resent such treatment! Notwithstanding 
these just reasons of complaint you will find us ready to Conclude such n Peace 
u* I think both fi>r the interest of the Nabob and of Lhe Company, U ■ which 
purpose I send you enclosed the proposals on which we are willing to treat. As 
you are a man of sense, you will easily see the justice of our demand®, anil use 
vour interest with the Nabob tq induce him to comply with them. In to doing 
you will get the name of a patriot and prevent the country from being made 
o scene of ruin and destruction. You should consider that the English are a 
great nation, and that a King reigns over them not inferior iu power to the 
Piidsha himself* What resentment will not hi* Imperial Majesty express 
when he comes to hear of the death of so many of his faithful subjects? You 
should consider likewise that the great Commander of Hi® .Majesty’s ships is 
sent to represent him in person, and that I have the same power, a® the King 
of England*® officer, and have my commission signed by his own hand. I hope 
you will not think me vain in telling you that we bare had as powerful enemies 
as the Nabob to deal with upon the Coast of Coromandel and been attended 
with success; the like may happen here. However I hope the Nabob will not 
reduce us to the cruel necessity of trying nur strength, for after all success de¬ 
pends upon God alone, who will aid and assist the injured.^SS 

In his letter to Coja Wajid Clive refused to accept the intervention of the 
French. H * Your integrity and friendship ” he said, I can rely on and beg 
that you and the Seats will be mediators between the Nabob and u$/®6 Bri¬ 
tain and Franco were at open war and Clive did iwt think it fit to entrust the 
affairs of the Company to declared enemies, who would, beside®, luive gained 
great prestige in Bengal at the expense of the English if a peace had been con¬ 
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eluded through their mediation 07 C»ja Wajld does not appear to have taken 
any further part in the negotiations. 

According to i time the Nawab was so exasperated at the attack on flugli 
Oiui llie Seths were afraid to appear as friends to the English hut deputed 
their ablest agent, ttunjit Bai, to attend the Nawabou bis second march against 
Calcutta ami ordered him to correspond with ('live. Through the wbnlc course 
oi the negotiations which ensued Itaujit It cti acted on behalf of the I ompany 
and was mainly responsible Jot the treaty which brought the negotiations to a 
•close* 

iin the 25th January (live thought that the N a wall was earnestly desir- 
1 1 its of peace and hoped, in the near future, tn be able 1o return to Madras with 
(lie pros pec l of "a ship at Hussy " «n the way ( ®} but on the 1st I' ebrun iy he 
began 1 o have misgivings. The Hawaii with on army of 60,1 >00 tueu odvoncett 
steadily nearer® and on the 4th Messrs. Walsh and Smitten who had been 
si n! hi the Nawab at his own request, instead of finding him twenty miles oft 
at Nnwabgunge as they expected, found him at Umuhand’s garden within the 
boundaries of Calcutta. The reception of the envoys, too, was so unsatisfac¬ 
tory that Clive resolved on an immediate attach- At (S o’clock in the morning 
nt tin* 5th he entered the fiawab’s camp in the midst of u thick fog. Clive ex¬ 
pected Iliis lo clear off by hut instead of doing so it became thicker, the troops 
missed their way and so the action was indecisive. However the Nawah lest 
| ,:jOn men, five or six hundred horse will, four elephants and decamped to 
Dumdum. The result of the blow can be seen in the following letter which 
Ban jit Eai sent Clive I he next dnv .6° 

■■ i thought that the English weio always faithful to their words and 
agreements, for which reason I interposed with the Nabob in yonr affairs ami 
dismissed your deputies who could uni properly settle (he business they came 
upon. Therefore I wrote you desiring Unit you would send a paper containing 
your demands which i would prevail on tin* Nabob to -igti. The Nabob agrees 
to give you back Calcutta with all the privileges of your phirmaund and what¬ 
ever goods you 1 oat ut CWimhoaur or elsewhere, and will grant you permission 
in coin sirens in your mint at Calcutta or AUenogur, and that you may make 
what furtifications you please in Calcutta. Your conduct yesterday morning 
greatly amazed me and put me to sluimc hefore the Nabob. What passed bet¬ 
ween the Nabob an ! myself Ceja Petruso will inform you; what has happened 
will cause no difference in this affair. If you want to necommfuhite matters 
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send a letter to the Nabob with your proposals, and I will gel them signed ant 
fiend them back to you, with a ftirpah, elephant and jewels. After ibis the 
Nabob will dec amp and march to AIuxadavadL If you think war necessary ac¬ 
quaint me seriously with your intention*, and I will acquit myself of any 
further trouble in this affair "® 1 

Kan \it had seized the favourable Moment There teems no doubt 
that Siraj-ud-duulu was extremely reluctant to sign si treaty and all the evi¬ 
dence shows that he detested the treaty m soon os he signed it, Kaojit Kai is 
dearly anxious to impress upon Hive the necessity nf wining to terms at 
(juce and no doubt Coja Petrus pul this still more forcibly when he related to 
Clive wliut had happened between Ran jit ttai and the Nawaib. Llive did not 
hesitate for ;i moment, He knew that if Sinvj-ud-dauhi retreated ins il. Law 
maintained he ought to have done) he had neither like time nor [be menus uE 
forcing him to come to terms. 93 He knew further that the delay of even a 
day i>r two might have ruined the Company'* affairs, for the French were on 
the very point of joining the Xawab.® 

The articles of peace were forwarded hilt the Xawab proposed in wigu them 
in an evasive manner, A second copy was sent with si peremptory letter imu\ 
Clive and these were signed on the fftli February, Hn the Hills Clive wrote to 
Jngtit Heih MaUtah Rat and Maharaja Swamp Chand: —" ihnichund ha* ac¬ 
quainted me that you sent Lalla Rungeet Roy to attend his Excellence the 
Nabob for the procuring the peace of the country and Hie re-establishment of 
the Company's business and in nil my proceedings I have never acted wit hum 
his advice. The treaty has been agreed to and ratified on both sides in the 
most solemn manner. The signal kindness which yon have shmvn in your en¬ 
deavours to restore the currency of the Company's trade J have made particu¬ 
lar mention of in my letters to Europe."W 

When Nmjjnid-daulu relumed to Murshidabad after the conclusion uf the 
peace lie changed completely his attitude towards the Seths, Hitherto hn 
belief in his star had been so overweening thal he never imagined that the bun¬ 
kers were necessary to bint. He had treated them with disrespect and even 
wtih violence. Bui the skirmish at Budge-Budge, the re-capture of Calcutta, 
the attack on his comp, ihe reckless bravery of Wfttson’a sailors and above all 
the big guns of ihe dlips luid caused a feeding of abject fro 1 in ■ ■ ' h : 
rnes feelings of contempt for the English and ihe fact that the English would 
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liuve no one but the Seihs a» mediators bud i aught Li in Unit tlicv wen tuen to 
}>h reckoned with. They had become, nays Law, sponsors, us it were, for the 
conduct both of the Xawsb &ml the English. And so, from the conclusion of 
tire peace, instead of treat inpf tbe Seths with disrespect lie was extreme! v polite 
In them, instead of blows nru! imprisonment they received nets of kindlier 
mid instead of ignoring them be consulted them in everything, Tlir Seths 
were not deceived by this. They knew that Siraj-nd-daula hated the English, 
anti that the treaty which fear had compelled him to make with them filled 
him with feelings of humiliation and indignation. They argued that he must 
necessarily hate I hose by whose instrumentality the treaty hud been conclud¬ 
ed. By bribing those who had access to the Xawab and to u-hoin he disclosed 
hia inmost thoughts, their worst fears were confirmed. They found that the 
chanpo in Siraj-ud-daula’s conduct towards them was a hollow sham and that 
in his heart lie had resolved upon their destruction.®® 

Siruj-ud-ihiuln might hove taken warning from the fate of Kurfarnii Khan, 
Even without the assistance of the Europeans the Seths could have formed ti 
party and placed another Nnwab on the throne but that would have taken much 
time and was fraught with danger,® It is impossible to say whether they 
joined the party at MurebidaWd which had supported Shavkat Jung, the 
Nnwiib of Purnen, in the previous year. The absence of any evidence on the 
[i'*ilit in the Seir .Untaqheriq renders it unlikely that they did for the author of 
that history was in the service of Klmukat Jung at the time and saw the letters 
which were received from .Mursliidabml. The clmraeter of Shim ft at Jung given 
by llie author of the Seir J[utitrjI h-e in also renders if unlikelv that he would 
have been acceptable to the Seths who could hardly have considered Li in an 
improvement on Siraj-ud-dnub. But so intense was the longing for n change 
Hint Simukut Jung, bud ns he wns, would in all probability have succeeded in 
bis attempt on the Government hml he not ruined bis chances by his own folly. 
M. Law looked buck with regret to the chance the French had missed at this 
period. Three or four hundred Europeans, with a few sepoys, romLined with 
the enemies of Siraj-ud-dnuln, would have sufficed to place 11 Xawab on the 
throne who would have been “ to the taste of the house of Tagnt Seth and the 
chief Moors and Hajaa." They let the chance slip and *' the rash valour of 
the young Ufawub of Purneuh, in delivering Siraj-nd-daula from Hie only 
enemy he luid to fenr in the country. made it clear to all Bengal that the Eng¬ 
lish w ere the only power which could bring about the change that every one 
was Longing fur. To no one was this clearer than the Seths for no one had 
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tig gouiL a knowledge of the English ns they, But at this lime (lie English were 
helpless at Fulta and the Meihs had to bide their time. Their time came with 
[lie conclusion of the treaty between ^iraj-ud-ihiuhi and the English. IUey 
knew Siraj-ud-daula’s hatred towards the English and that u rupture between 
ihem was inevitable sooner or later. His secret but deep reseultueut towards 
themselves as the friends of the English caused them to discard the timidity 
which was natural to them and to do all in their power to hasten this rupture. 
The path which led to Plassey and all that Plassey was destined to mean in the 
future had its beginning in Murahidabud and not in Calcutta anil it nan the 
Seths, who more than anyone else, placed the feet of the English in that path. 

The influence of the Seths at Hurshidubnd was steadily exerted on the 
side of the English in the struggle with tlie French which followed the conclu¬ 
sion of the treaty with the Xawab. On the I2lh November 175tf the news rea¬ 
ched Madras that war had been declared between England and France and the 
Council immediately wrote to Admiral Watson urging him to attack I'liamler- 
nagoie if lie found such a measure practicable.^ The letter was received in 
Calcutta on I he 13th January. IToT, but uri attack nn Chandernagore was im¬ 
possible for the result would have been on immediate alliance between the 
French and the Nawab and the English were not stong enough to cope with 
such a combination® Proposals for n neutrality in Bengal between the 
tivn nations had already been received from the French and negotiations OH 
Hits basis proceeded in a desultory fashion throughout January but on Feb¬ 
ruary. 9th. the date on which the treaty with the Nawub was signed, nothing 
hail been settled. The English, therefore, were free tn attack (.'haiiderjingore 
a ml <' l i ve w i s bed to do so at imce. Ean j i t R a i. wa » so u n ded o n l he m at t er whe u 
he came to Clive with presents from the Nnwab on the conclusion nf the treaty 
hut Clive received no encouragement from him. 100 He was. no doubt, think 
ingof the money which the French owed to the house of Jugal Seth and Watts 
also imagined that this would prevent the Seths from supporting the Eng¬ 
lish. 101 Otherwise everything looked promising. The Nawnb bad declared in 
his letters that the enemies nf the English would be Ids enemies and Omiebaod, 
who had accompanied Mr. Watts back to 11 iirsbidabnd, brought a verbal mess¬ 
age from the Nawub which (.'live construed to be. in some measure, u permis¬ 
sion to attack the French. 102 But just as Clive was about to begin his march 
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ugniuHl (‘hundernngure lie received; le-ltcrH from the Xnwnb absolutely forbid- 
ding hostilities against the French, and declaring that be would assist them 
with all bis tom 1 if they were ai tacked.*03 At the same time the Governor 
and t'mincil of C'liundernagore renewed their proposals for a neutrality in 
Bengal and the Select Committee at Calcutta thought it advisable to accede to 
these proposals rather than risk a rupture with the Xowab. A treaty was 
drawn up by the Committee and, on the 3rd Mutch everything seemed to be 
settled whan, nt the last moment, Admiral Wot sod refused to agree to any neu¬ 
trality until the articles of the treaty had been ratified by the French Council 
at Pondicherry and the whole proposal fell to the ground 

Murshidabad again became the ecu ire of interest to English and French 
alike. Mr, Watts was there urging the Xaw„b to break with the French, 
(.'live and Watson were sending letters to the same end and (he Admiral was, 
besides, speaking in alarmingly plain language about the fulfilment of the 
treaty the Xawab had made with the English. < >n the other side M. Law was 
pressing the Nawab to ward off the threatened attack of (he English on the 
French by sending reinforcement;- to Ch&ndernagore, Let M. Law himself 
tell the 1 tale of what followed:-— 

** 1 used to go punctually every day to the Durbar, and I always left it 
with the most favourable answers. The Xinvab gave the most formal orders in 
my presence and so I counted on a prompt mid powerful reinforcement. The 
Nuwub wrote many letters both to the Admiral and to Colonel Clive to persuade 
them not to attack us. “ The wish of the Emperor,** he said to them,is that 
foreigners should not make war in his country. I am bound to hinder stub 
troubles. If you attack the French I shall be obliged to oppose you.” I5c re¬ 
ceived several replies. lu some lhev scented inclined to obey him. in ethers 
they were undecided; others again were decisive, they spoke ns bis masters; 
they summoned the Xutvnb to keep his word; they referred him to the treaty 
of Calcutta in which it was said the Xnwub would regard ns bis enemies all 
those nt the English. The mere mention of this treaty made the Xawab in¬ 
dignant and nt the same time made him tremble nt the experience he had of 
the superiority of lbe English arms. The English knew his weakness mnl made 
use of it. 

In spite of this the reinforcements were ready to start, the soldiers had 
been paid, the commandant waited only for his marching orders. I weni to 
see him and promised him a large sum if be succeeded in raisiug the siege of 
Chandeniagore. I also visited several of the chief officers, to whom I promised 
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reword* proportionate tn (heir rank- 1 represented to the Sawab (hat t!ie 
siege was inevitable if the reinforcemeiiis did not set dot at once, find I tried to 
persuade him to scml off the commandant in my presence. Ail is reedy, re¬ 
plied the Nawab. hut before rcstoftiug to iirna we should tty all posable means 
in avoid a rupture, and all Hie more so os tbe English have just protuiseil to 
obey tbe orders l shall send them, 1 recognised Hie tie the in these, 1 liev 
encouraged the Xaaab in a false impression about this affair, 1 hi tbe one hand 
they assured him that the march of the English was only to frighten us and to 
make us subscribe to the treaty of neutrality, on the other hand they titigment- 
+d his natural timidity by exaggerating the English forces, bv representing the 
risk lie himself ran in giving us reinforcements which possibly would not, 
suffice to prevent the capture of Cbaadernagme if the English were determined 
to besiege if, and that this would also furnish an excuse for them to attack him- 
They managed so well that they undid in the evening all that I had effected in 
the morning. 

I resolved to visit the hunkers. They immediately started talking about 
our debts, calling my attention to (he want of punctuality in ntir payments. I 
told them that was not the question just now. that I came to them upon a much 
more interesting subject which concerned (hum as well us us in respei 1 to l base 
very debts for which (hey were asking payment and security. I asked them 
why they supported the English against us. They assured me of the con Ira it, 
and, after much ex plan at ion, they promised to make any suggestions I might 
wish to the Nnwab. They added moreover that they were quite sure the Eng¬ 
lish would not attack u», and that I might remain tranquil Knowing that 
they were well acquainted with the designs of the English T told them 1 knew 
as well ns they did what these were, that I saw no way of preventing them ftum 
attacking rbundernaptne except to hasten I he march of the reinforcements 
which the Nawuh had promised, and that as they were disposed to serve us I 
begged them to make (he Xawab understand the same. They replied that the 
intention of the Xuwidi was to avoid any rupture with the English, and said 
many other tilings the only result of which was to make rue see that in spite of 
(heir good will they would do nothing for us, Kanjit R»i, who was their man 
iif business os well as the Agent of the English, said to me in n mocking tnue 
“ You arc o Frenchman, are you afraid of the English? If they attack you. de¬ 
fend yourselves, Xo one is ignorant of what your nation has done on the H mu- 
mandel) Coast. We are curious to see how you will pel out of this business 
here,” 1 told him I did not expect to find such a warlike person in a Bengali 
merchant, and that sometime* people had reason to repent of their curiosity. 
That was enough for such a fellow, hat 1 saw clearly that the laughers would 
noi he on mv side. However the Kellis were very polite and I left the house. 


31293 





BENGAL: PdHT H rUKSEST. 


52 

~ lh ? ennductof tLe Seths™ natural. They had everything to fear from 
Sirni-ud-dnuk. consequently they needed another >’nw»b, but the vtorpn* 
«;, s difficult Without os a preliminary destroying us nr at least tying nur bands. 
On the other hand we owed them a great deal uf money: it was therefore na¬ 
tural that they should be disquieted at seeing the English march agonal L ban 
deraagnre. For which reason I am much inclined to believe at first that their 
threats were only to frighten us out! to force us to conclude (he treaty "htcb 
thev wanted. I remember u somewhat singular incident of this visit which 
confirms the truth of this idea. The conTenmtion having turned on Sirayud- 
aiula. on the reasons to fear him which he had given us as well as the Seths, 
aud on his violent character, 1 said 1 understood clearly enough what (hey 
meant. thot they certainly wanted to make another Nawab. The Keihs msteai 
of denving it con tented themselves with saying in a low tone that that was R 
thing which ought not to he talked about. Umiehund, the English Agent, and 
*b lt by the wav cried “ Away with them f ' wherever he went, was present. 1 
the fact had been false, the Seths would certainly have denied it and would 
have reproached me for talking in such a way. If the Seths hud even thought 
it , Vfl3 my intention to thwart them, they would also have denied it 1 but iliese 
bankers, considering everything that had happened, the vexations caused us 
»,v the Kawalj, and our obstinate refusal to help him. imagined that we also 
should he as satisfied ns they were to see him deposed, provided only the Eng- 
lid. would leave us in peace. The Seths accordingly did tint as yet regard 
as enemies, and might well he speaking in good faith when they said the hug- 
would not attack ns. But when hostilities were once commenced what were the 
Seths to do? To quarrel with the English was to ruin themselves. Was it 
difficult for the English to make then, see their own interest in the Capture nl 
Cbandernnpme, to make them understand that when the great blow had beer 
struck and the new Xawnb enthroned we might be re-established? What hin¬ 
dered them besides from taking the debt On themselves (the English! if such 

on arrangement was necessary? " 105 

Law’s narrative of his personal experiences may he token os substantially 
oreunite but the conclusions he draws from his facts arc singularly imcnnvm, 
cing, in fact inconsistent with his own statements. That the Seths feared the 
Nawnh and wished, like many others at Ifurshidabod, to remove him was true 
That they had to face a possible loss of over Pound 100,000 if the French were 
ruined was also irue On the other hand, if Ihey desired a revolution, us they 
did, they must, a* men of business, have been prepared to pay the price- I f 
they had organised n revolution themselves, without the aid of the English, it 
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~H-uiiIj have been a costly and dangerous business, while if they looked to the 
English for help, as no doubt they did, they had to recognise the fact that the 
ruin of the French was un absolutely necessary preliminaiy measure. Law's 
supposition that the English induced the Seths to believe that they merely in¬ 
tended to frighten the French into signing the treaty of neutrality is incredi¬ 
ble* Clive had meant serious business from the first and had never tit tempted 
to conceal the fact, least of all from the Xawab. In February he informed the 
Nnwab that if he had not been ordered to desist from attacking the French hu 
would have taken Cliaadernagore in two duyaJ^ The Unwab's prohibition 
alone forced the English to agree to a neutrality and the proposals for this came 
from the French, 

The Seths ware perfectly aware of the true facts. lienee* to consider the 
possibility of a quarrel between them and the English on the outbreak of hos¬ 
tilities ia futile. It is accusing the Seth* of not foreseeing the palpable conse¬ 
quences of their own acts. If they had been so much concerned for their 
money* instead of thwarting Law in every way, as he says they did, they would 
have hurried on the reinforcements and strengthened the French by every 
menus in their power. Further, when Law speaks h d an understanding between 
the Seths and the English, based on the enthronement of a new Nftwab, he is 
anticipating events by some weeks. If such an understanding existed at that 
time then Admiral Watson's assertion about the sacredness of bis word was an 
idle boast, no trust can be placed in records, and the compilation of history is li 
delusion and a snare. The Seths were deceiving Law just as Law deceived the 
Nftwab and the English when necessary* and just as the English, with the ex¬ 
ception of Admiral Watson, deceived those whom it was necessary to deceive. 
The standard of conduct among the men of that time was not high where poli¬ 
tics were concerned. 

It is strange how Law misled the true inwardness of the " singular inci¬ 
dentthat occurred during his interview with the Seths* The next morning 
he learned how powerless he really was to thwart the Seths for when lie saw 
the Ufnwab and acquainted him with the plot that was being hutched against 
him u the poor young man began to laugh* being unable to imagine that I 
could be so silly as to indulge in such rdeus. t+ i D7 As Law entered into details 
he, no doubt, implicated the Seths. The fact woe that the fate of the French 
was sealed and the Seths knew it. Whatever may have been the true feelings 
of Sirnj-ud-doul& towards the Seths lie continued to consult them* Apart from 
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that men who, according to Law, could find out the secret intentions of the 
Nnwoli towards them mil at have known that Siroj-ud-daula had been pondering 
for two or three days how lie should reply to a letter from Admiral Ni atson 
which concluded thus;—*' It is now time to speak plain, if you are really de¬ 
sirous (if preserving your country in peace and your subjects from misery and 
ruin, m tea dap from the date of this, fulfil your part of the treaty in every 
Article, that I may not have the least cause of complaint: otherwise, remem¬ 
ber, you must answer for the consequences: and ns I have always acted the 
open’, unreserved part in all my dealings with you, I now acquaint you that the 
remainder of the troops, which should have been here long since (and which I 
hear the Colonel told you lie expected) will be at Calcutta in a lew days that in 
a few days more I shall dispatch n vessel for more ships and more troops; and 
that I will kindle such a flame in your country, as all the water in the Ganges 
shall nut lie able to extinguish, Farewel: remember that he premises you this, 
who never yet broke his word with you or with any man whatsoever ”100 The 
Seths knew also that while Law was talking to them Clive was actually in the 
neighbourhood of Chandernugore waiting and hoping for a letter from the 
Nowab authorising him to commence hostilities. 109 

The end came on the day after Law’s Interview with the Seths. In the 
evening n discussion twk place in the Nnwmb’s presence between Watts and 
Law on the question of u neutrality and the Nawab decided to write to the Ad¬ 
miral. Law indiscreetly remarked that the Admiral would certainly not pay 
mure attention to this letter than to the preceding ones, “ What ! said rbe 
Nawab, looking angrily at him. "who then am IP "HO The wound to bis 
vanity was the last straw. lie ordered his Secretary to wiite to the Admiral 
The Secretary was in the pay of Hr, Watts and wrote the letter immediately. 
It was brought to the "Sowab, sealed and despatched. The last paragraph »f 
this letter ran as follows;—* Yon have understanding and generosity: if your 
enemy with nn upright heart claims your protection, you will give him bis life 
but then you must be well satisfied of the innocence of his intentions; if nut, 
whatever you think right, that do.*’m At the same time Mr. Watts wrote to 
the Select Committee expressly stating that the Kawob had desired him to in¬ 
form them that if they were determined to attack the French he would not in- 
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teraieddle or give the French the least assistance-™ These two letters were 
dated the 10th March. On the 14th Clive attacked Chan demo gore and on the 
23rd it capitulated. 

In the weeks which followed we can trace two parties in Bengal with, at 
first, two distinct aims. There were, first, the English, who were pressing Si- 
raj-ud-dauln to carry out all the articles of the treaty of the 91 li February and 
trying to obtain further concessions not included in the treaty. Above all, 
they were determined to stamp out the power of the French in Bengal which, 
now that Chaudentagore hod fallen, was practically rep rescaled by M. Law 
and his Frenchmen at Cassini baiar. The steady pressure brought to bear upon 
huroj-ud-daula to effect this can be indicated by two extracts from letters 
written to the Nnwab by Clive and Watson, " There wants nothing to fix the 
peace of your kingdom/’ writes the former, “ but that you would deliver up to 
us the French with their effects, wherever they are to be found in your domi¬ 
nions; for rent ember my words Sir, let them take deep root in your mind, that 
whenever there are two such powerful peoples, the peace of your country can¬ 
not be lasting.”™ The latter writes, “ I have already told you, find now re¬ 
peat it again, that while a Frenchman remains in this kingdom I will never cease 
pursuing him."’ For three weeks Siraj-ud-daiila held nut but at length, says 
Law, “ the redoubled threats of the English supported by the representations 
of the Seths, brought about what I never had never expected, 1 was never more 
surprised in my life than when, instead of seeing any result from the fine pro¬ 
mises of the >'nwah, I received his orders to leave the country quickly unless 
I preferred to surrender to the English.” * 1 ^ Law left Cossimbazar on the Kith 
April, but to the great indignat Lou of the English he was allowed to go to Patnn. 

The other party was composed of all those whom Sipgj-ud-danla had alie¬ 
nated by his insolence, bis violence and his tyranny. It comprised nil the 
chief men of his court with the exception of those worthless favourites whom 
Siraj-ud-daula had made his chief ministers 11 n set <»f low rascally fellows who 
never look further in the advice they give him than for their immediate pe¬ 
cuniary advantage,"’ 117 At the head of the party were Mir Jafar. Itni Durlabh 
TJam and the Seths. Before the fall of Chandemagore we read that Mir Jafar 
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absented himself hum court and lived retired in hU own house- 118 Tins gave 
flse to suspicion in the mind of Siraj-ud-dEiuIa, whu, ut times, was anxious to be 
reconciled to his chief general and at times allowed his anger and resentment 
full sway. On one occasion he hat! gone so far ns to point cannon against the 
house of Mir Jafar, Hut it will appear fmm the history of the plot that Mir 
Jafar had not yet consented to take active measures in overthrowing the house 
of Alivmrdi Khan and did not at first, agree to the proposals of the Seths who 
wishud him to replace Simj-ud-daula ns Huwnb. Durlabh Knm was indignant 
at the superiority manifested by Mohan Lai. The causes of the enmity of the 
Seths towards Siraj-ud-dnula have been sufficiently explained. This was the 
party t but 7 by inciting the English to a rupture with Siraj-ud-daulA t brought 
about hie downfall anil the efforts of the Seths were mainly responsible for 
effecting this result. They, according to M. Law, were the originators of the 
revolution am! their support w as a great factor in the success of tile English. 1 ^ 
The records of the time and the testimony of historians all go to prove 
that the plot against Riruj-u d-d aula hud its origin in Murshldabad and not in 
Calcutta, that Clive was invited to save the people of Bengal from the tyranny 
of Siraj-ud-ilaulu just as William of Orange whs invited to save the English 
from the tyranny of Tames II and that the English came as snvionrs and not 
ns aggress[>rs P At the time of the foil of Chandernagore there is no evidence 
that, the English had ever entertained tho thought of dethroning Siraj-ucb 
da ilia. \ In the contrary Clive hoped ihni the capture of that place would at¬ 
tach the Hawaii more firmly to the English and thought that it had renllv done 
(in the 30th March he wrote to the Xawab “ 1 once more swear by the 
Lmr] that made me, that I will be true to all that I hove promised, and that I 
have nothing more at heart than the friendship between Your Excellency 
sod the English may last forever,^ nod again on the 10th April, " I further 
call upon Your Excellency in the most sincere maimer to put an entire con- 
dance in the English and to believe that they will never foraake ytfu/TSB As 
late as April I9th Admiral Watson wrote, fl Lei me again repeat to von, I have 
no further views than that of peace. The gathering together of riches k what 
I despise; and I call on God, who sees and knows the spring of all our actions 
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«ad to whom you and I must one (lay answer, to witness to the truth of what 1 
now write,"123 it | fl certain that on that date Admiral Watson had no know¬ 
ledge of any plot against Siraj-ud-Jaula. A few days later he heard from 
Cl’ve what was going on and wrote no more to the >"nwab.i24 

Meanwhile the »Setlis bad not been idle. On the one hand, 6oys Law, they 
were exciting Siraj-ud-duulu against the English, They expressed the great¬ 
est indignation at the demands the English were making whenever Niraj-ud- 
diutla consulted (hem on the subject and urged him not to grunt them. On 
the other hand they were continually pointing out to the English that the 
Nnwiib was insincere in all his dealings with them and would attack them a I 
the first favourable opportunity. At times the Seths found themselves in a 
critical position. On one occasion, says Law. " in reference to certain demands 
it was necessary to show the Xawub n paper with the Seths' seal to prove to him 
that he had agreed to grant them. The Ifawub in a rnpo declared that it usnl 
never Jx*en his intention to engage himself so far mid accused the Seths of 
having betrayed him. The latter frightened at the storm threw the whole fault 
on their agent. The notorious Runjit fiui was driven in disgrace from the 
Durbar, banished, 125 and assassinated on the road. It was said he had received 
two lakhs from the English tn apply his musters' seal unknown in them. 1 can 
hardly believe this, this Agent was attached to the English only because he 
knew the Set ha were devoted to t hem,'' 126 

How this atmosphere of mutual suspicion and intrigue gradually led the 
English to join the plot cun be learnt from the correspondence of Watts and 
Sera f ton. It should be borne in mind that Watts was the accredited represen¬ 
tative of the English at the Nawab’s court. With him was Onttchand, wh* 
was at this time high in the favour of Wuits for his apparent zeal in the cause 
of the English. ScrnEtmi was Murshidnbad in connection with the affairs 
of the Dacca factory and lmd hern instructed by Clive to observe how mutter* 
were going on while tie remained there. Tic corresponded with Mr. Walsh who 
deciphered his letters and passed them on to Clive, but this correspondence was 
in no sense official and the whole responsibility of the affaire of the English 
rested with Watts. It should lie borne in mind, too, that Cliandcrnugore fell 
on the 33rd March, that from that date the English were exerting every effort 
to induce the Xnwab to expel the French and that M, Law left Cnasirabazar 
on the 16th April. 
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On the 6th April Watts requested Clive to write in Jagat Seth and detire 
him to send his gomastah to Calcutta and order another gniuastah named Baij- 
noth to Ilugli, f * assuring .Tuggatoeot Blgenaitt tuny reside there with the ut¬ 
most security and safety* that you have some Jitt le complaints to make against 
liim , wherein in sume affairs you think he has not acted altogether rightly, but 
when he, Judggutseat, is acquainted with them you do not doubt hut that they 
will be immediately rectified/* After the rapture of Calcutta Baijnath had 
bought a quantity of goods belonging to the Company Irons the plunderers at 
half price. Watts promised to send particulars to Clive if he could obtain item 
and then he says “ 1 ill ink we may ask, though not demand, l he difference l>et- 
>veen the price he bought those goods at and their real value/ 1 ! 38 It is not 
clear whether Watts himself wished -Tagsit Seth to send his agents to llugli 
and Calcutta or whether he was writing to oblige Tagat Seth. The words of 
his letter will bear the former sense and it would certainly have been advanta¬ 
geous to hove two reliable men like these to net sis safe channels of communi- 
r at inn between Murshuhibad and Calcutta. However Watts gives no readmit 
for bis advice to Clive and nothing further is mentioned about the matter. 

That she plotters at Mursliidubad were busy is evident from Scrafton’s ]eU 
ter to Walsh of the 9lh ApriL129 The Nuwub was still full of resentment ah 
Hie treatment he received when Clive attacked Lis camp im (lie 5th February 
hill at the tame time he had a wholesome dread of she English force. I (is 
court was like Hint of the Ptohmiy who reigned in Egypt when Pnmpey fled 
there after the battle of Phnr&ulia and ik the Colonel should be the Caesar to act 
as Caesar then did, take the Kingdom under his protection, depose the old and 
give them a new King to make his subjects happy P Scrufton urges that they 
should proceed on some fixed plan with regard So their demands on the Xuwab 
and above all that they should take measures in case a rupture should occur bet¬ 
ween the Xnwnli and the English. 4 ‘ Give Mr. Waits/' he says,u hint of this, 
Hie least encouragement* anil he will set about forming a party in case of ihe 
worst, L> and adds iS how glorious it would be fur the Company to have a Nabob 
devoted to them/' Serafton evidently knew shat there would be no difficulty in 
foiming u party against the Xawub but ut the same time it is equally evident 
that no such party had been joined by the English at this date. 

On the lltb Watts wrote mysteriously to Clive " Uinichtmd and l have 
had many conversations on a subject I did not know bow to address you about* 
I opened myself to Serafton mid from him learn that i Irniehmid’s and my en- 
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deavnurs for yours and the Major's service will not be iUnagreeable.**130 But 
whatever the nature o! these conversations may have been in the nest para¬ 
graph of his letter he asserts that the Nawab was complying with his pad of 
the, treaty + though not so expeditiously ns they might wisb + and emphatically 
declared that nothing hut an open and clear breach of his contract, by the 
Xawab ought to induce them to rekindle the war in Bengal. 

The next few days were days full of excitement for Watts who was urging 
the Xawnb to give up the French to the English while Clive and Watson were 
writing to the same effect from Calcutta. These demands exasperated the 
Xawnb hut tliey also made him tremble, t )n the l-ltli p in the presence of Jagal 
Seth aud others he threatened to impale Watts or cut off his headJ 31 On the 
IGth the French had left- 132 

The next day Scmfton hud a long conversation with < hiiichand who inform¬ 
ed him that the posture affairs on that date stoml thus:- The Nawab believ¬ 
ed that the English would never forgive all the injuries that he had done to 
them and consequently all their professions of friendship were insincere. The 
friendship which he pretended to have for the English was inspired by fear. 
His tme feelings were shown by Ids actions. He laid ordered the mouth of ihe 
Murclia river to lie blocked up because he thought thut the King's ships would 
come round by way of Ibn'cii and attack him. He was keeping a large army 
on foot. He had driven the French from Cajemibazar hut he had not given 
them up to ihc English and was keeping them within call. Jugal Seth, Rah- 
jit Hal and several others had told Walts ibid when he had taken leave of 
* the Xawub the latter had turned about and said, *' I will have your head ye W* 
Whenever the French had a strong force he would certainly join them and there 
were persistent rutnours that Bossy was coming from the south. At that time, 
however* the Pathans were threatening to invade the provinc e from the north, 
If this happened the Xawab would place his trust in the English but if thin, 
did not happen or if the Xnwab deviated in any respect from his treaty 
Omidmnd recommended the British to break with htui and set up another 
Xawab. Lottee H or Ivhodn Yar Lntif Khan* was the proper man to set up + 
He wm of u very good character, supported by Jagat Seth and would join the 
English with good horse, Maoik Chsind,, the erstwhile Governor of 

Calcutta would also join with what force lie could bring and all the great men 
nf Munehidabad wished Siraj-ud^lnuln dead 3 
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flare we see the plot fully developed dud the English invited to join it. 
liespect for the memory of Alivardi Khan hud caused Mir Jafar to refuse Hie 
overtures made to httu by Jagat Seth and the hitler had to put up with Khuda 
\ ur Littit Khan, a com in finder of 2 h lHJ0 horse in the Kuwulys service to whom 
Jngat Beth paid a monthly allowance to protect him agEiiimt all his enemies— 
even against the Xnwub it occasion should arise. 1 ^* Serafton wm eager to 
join the plot and chafed against ihc more cautious proceeding! of Watts. Hi* 
next two letters to Willsh narrate the progress of affairs, On the 20th Apr - 1 
be wrote :—** Young minds cannot keep resentment long concealed; his heart 
broke out to-day. When our vacqueel went to him, the instant lie saw him be 
ordered him to be turned out of the Durbar: as the fellow was going he over¬ 
heard liitii say, 11 1 will destroy them and their nation" Men Joffer was or¬ 
dered to march and he would follow himself ; wheu asked the reason he sai l 
41 they arc always writing me So deliver up the French; I will receive no more 
of their Utters.” „ Hut for God's sake let us pacify him fur the present; things 
sire not ripe, Omichund is gone in Jaggotseat. I know the intent of his 
sending for Mm beforehand; it Is to communicate to him bis desire tlmt we 
should set up Lattey. 1 —To turn our vacqueel out of the Barbnr was to be sure 
the greatest affront he could put upon ns- but he sent for him again presently 
after, but the vacrpieel was come away, It is now morning and II is Excellcu- 
is sorry for what is done "135 On the 2lst lie wrote: —“ My mind is continnully 
on the stretch. Politicks interrupt my sleep and give me * downright fever nt 
thought. Watts nets like a man who is conscious of the ill state of his affairs 
and keeps bis books back that h\s imagination may have some room to Hatter 
him, but that won't do for me. I do not fear the worst. The horse frets and 
bite* and cannot bear Hie bit. Mow glad would lie be to fling bis rider* and 
give him a kirk that might give full fling to his unruly passions uncontrolled. 
What further proofs would we have? The army is daily increasing. In ihe 
fit he was in two day* ago be ordered Meer Jaffeir to march, and promised h : m 
six lack the instant he advanced beyond their present encampment, and to make 
it ten if lie was victories: the nest day Ilp starts at the danger* countermands 
the march* sends for the vacquecl and gives him beetle. OmiehamTa sent lor 
at night. Hf What ahull I do to satisfy the English? Let me know their re¬ 
mands and I will comply with it for I want to march to the northward pp _I 

Where there** a damn'd flat gust nf wind come from the north, which be must 
meet, but neither will be take us with him nor place I lie least confidence in vs; 
his mistrust of os h carried to extreme. He is cutting down Plaey grove to 
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stop the river that way, und lie Kinging up the wild to prevent the water 
entering this l iver, ut tiny rate lest uur ships should frame up Ob the fuulI 
Finish he must before he goes, go that he will either pay us or fight us in few 
duvs/^ 

Hn the 23rd Watts warned Clive to he prepared for the worst- The Hawab- 
wrs in heart their bitter enemy anil would attack them in eon]unction with the 
French as soon as his nppreheiisiuns of the Fat ha ns were removed. But lie 
acids " Though I am sensible how absolutely necessary it is to have a Xawub at- 
tabbed to our interest (which this man will never he) in order 1o keep the 
French from re-establishing in ibis province yet I think we ought to temporise 
and pacify the Nawob for she present and appear lo give over all thoughts of 
war till the French are inarched to ai distance, till the Pytans are advanced 
nearer and till some schemes which Omichund and f hop- to effect are ripe 
for execution, which we shall advise you of* hut you may hove your carriage* 
oxen and oil necessaries privately prepared tn be ready to march at an hour's 
warning/' Before despatching this letter Watts sen I < hnictand to Ekoda Tor 
Luff Khan and entered into an engagement with him. It was arranged that 
whenever the Nawab broke with tlie English Yar Lutf Khan was to join them 
with his whole force and the English were to make him Nawab. 1 ^ 

* i 

Obviously this engagement would only come into effect if the Nawnb com¬ 
mitted some overt act against the English and pleased neither Serftfton, nor 
tlmichand nor the mulconteuLs ui Minsbidubud who advocated the adoption of 
bolder measures On the 24ih Scrafton, who had hitherto addressed all Lrs 
letters to Mr, Walsh t thought he was now justified in corresponding with Chve- 
ilirect- He recapitulates all bis reasons lor dt at rusting the Nawab and pro¬ 
ceeds : — * k Watts has never dared to write all this* and when T fold him my 
rniad he told me I wanted to embroil affairs, but now it is ton apparent to he 
concealed. Oinichund was glad to find one that has she spirit to think of re¬ 
sistance ; Omicbmid’s mind is big with some great project. He told me yeater- 
day he was bound to secrecy, but to keep ourselves in readiness and when mutters 
were ripe he would let you know. 1 can give a pretty good guess; it is in con¬ 
junction with Jaggatfsent tn set up Latiee. There is to be a hundred men at 
( Wsimbuzar who ore to join Lattes and storm the Xuwab while at that very 
instant you are to begin your mutch and when you come near the army you wi 1 
be joined by some of the principal jemidurs. Dmichund wants to have the 
wl ole honour to himself and cannot bear tbsit anyone should interfere/'^ 
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Solution , who was without rcapo not hi I iti es, hardly appreciated the cK/E- 
< iihies of Watts who was answerable for the measures he advocated. Walls 
ieL sgme doalj t about the success of the " Lattey-" schemc-at least he drop- 
|»ei( it without hesitation for one which he calls a more feasible une. Then 
there was the treaty which had been made with the Nawab and Watte agree.] 
with Clive that the Nawabs behaviour made it very difficult to know what 
moHsures should lie punned. Jugal Seth, Kan jit lini. Uinieband and many 
others maintained that the Nawab would break the treaty when Clive mid Ad¬ 
miral Watson left Bengal or when he received assistance from the French. 
<>n the other side he was complying with his contract and granting the English 
whatever they asked within the compass of his agreement. The main source 
of contention between the Nawab and the English—the ntturk on the French— 
hud nothing to do with the articles of peace and the Nawab was not bound to 
deliver them up to the English. It was true that the Nawab had said that the 
enemies of the English were Ids enemies also but this was said in u private 
Idler and ant mentioned in the agreement while on the other hand it was dis- 
huvlly mentioned that the English were not to make war in Bengal while the 
Nawab remained faithful In the treaty. These were the difficulties of Wails 
a, stated in o letter to Clive of the 36th Aprils and having stated the diffi- 
sullies he proceeded tq soke them— 

Sine* the (jiinrrel 

Will bear no etdour for the thing hr ie. 

!■ ei s! lI<< ii if thus: th&t what he is* iiugrumtod, 

W auld tun to lliebie smd (heir extremities: 

And therefore think him as a serpent's egg 

\\ hieh, lisilHi d, ^vould, m hi# kind, grow mischievous. 

And kill him in the shell. 

" When w * insider,” says Mr. Watts, " there is no dependence on the Nawab 
thiit he is secretly our enemy and that we have almost positive assur a nce s of 
the French being in his pay and have great reason to believe he will join them 
on the first occasion, which junction must be fatal to our affaire here, prudence 
certainly requires ub to guard against such an accident Watts then proceed¬ 
ed in inform Clive that be hail received overtures from Mir Jafar through 
klmja Petrus the Armenian. The message of Mir Jafar weib to the effect that 
tire Nawab was generally disliked, that he ill-used and affronted everybody, 
thul he. himself, expected assassination every time he went to visit the Nawab 
und therefore always had his son and forces in readiness and that lie was per- 
Bunded lhat the Nawab would not keep his agreement. Therefore he and others 
were ready and willing to join their forces, wire the Nawab and set up anotLer 
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p^fgoii who might he approved of- “If you approve of this scheme, wrote ^ * 1 1 i 
“which is more legible than the other I wrote about* he requests you will write 
your proposals of what money, wbut land you want, or what treaties you will en¬ 
gage in. When I receive your answer I shall endeavour to have n meeting wilh 
him* and inform you of the particulars ni hi* scheme* proposals nud *?®“ 
maud*/' 140 On the28th Watts wrote to 1 live again,* 41 “The Nabob will not keep 
his Agreement; this you depend oii'«.* + *Mr. J ufar a proposals of juiniug us 1 
beg you will answer immediately, when I shall make a firm agreement; there¬ 
fore send me your proposals and when you receive my letter then he ready to 
mnrcdi. The Pylons ure returned and th© troubles- re over, l pon tn s 
the Nabob is very uppish. The three fourths of the army are tiis enemes. 
When the agreement with Heir Jaffeir is settled we cannot have u man more 
powerful. There in none equal to him/' 

One other incident of these days before the English had committed them- 
selves to participation in the plot may lie found in the records. Un the 28th 
April Scmfton relates n conversation he had hud wilh Umicltand. He says to 
(live" I showed Umidiund your letter. llq said it was by no means fit m 
should be seen together; he was much suspected, I more. 1 told him what 1 
feared from ’Watte' timorous tempers — 

« Fear nothing, in four days I will send linasmlemul and my family as 
hostages for my fidelity. 1 will establish a cypher with him, and he shall ac¬ 
quaint you with all the particulars." 

I begged of him to rniuimmicntc the whole to me; he said Nu t he ha l 
given his oath" for which I am accountable to God* but Lilt tea is not the man, 
another fhjnly supported by Jaggutseat." 

'* Are yon firm to this, if approved F J1 

" Yce- W 

+i Shall i go straight down/ 1 

‘ 4 No;; it will alarm greatly. By no means go to Dacca* Stay a day and 
they overland/" 

** Will Juggutseat persevere?” 

Yes; lie is taking proper measure? to semi away his women, and you may 
he assured of a part of his army going over i«> you. You might communicate 
voitr terns to Hazardemul. The Nabob's army in at least half a lack strong/’ 

Jfow Sir* bud I twenty four hours conversation with you I could say no 
mure. The 10th 1 am with you. It is high time for me to be gone. Watts 
is ilamned jealous of me, and I am watched os u cat does a mouse/' 142 
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The scene now changes to Calcutta. Clive bad been closely following the 
course of events sit ilurshidabad, Me hud been greatly impressed by the 1 et- 
teiv. from Scrufton and on Llie 3Gt}i April had written to Admiral Watson 
*' t ^ r ® ls su< ' 1 Confodon and discontent at Muxudavad from (be Nabob’s weak 
conduct and tyranny, that I have received certain advice of several great men, 
among Whom areJuggut Seal and Meer Jaffier, being in league together to cut 
him off, and set up Murgodaunyer Cawn Ltd tec, a matt of great family, power 

and riches, supported tooth and nail by Juggwt Seat.You may be assured. 

Sir, some great revolution will happen before long and T hope much to the ud- 
vautuge of the Company”^ On the 38th April he informed Watts that if 
Hie Xuirab was resolved to surri/iee them (hey must avoid it by sinking the first 
blow. He asked for more information about Luttee and recommended Watts 
be cautious in committing the English to any definite engagement. Finally 
he hoped the report was true that Mir Jufar wanted to pet rid of the Nawnb. 
Tbe report was true and Clive decided that the time for action had come.W 
On liu- 1st May the Select Committee took into consideration whether thev 
could, consistently with the Peace made with the Nuwab. concur i„ the m*a- 
uies prejwsed by -Mir Jafur to depose Kimj-ud-dnula and make himself Nawab. 
After weighing the matter maturely the Committee “ were unanimously of opi¬ 
nion that there could be no dependant on this Nabob’s word, honour, and 
friendship, mid that a revolution in the Government would be extremely lor the 
advantage of the Company’s affairs.” Their reasons for coming to this eon- 
d« a m,i were three. First it was clear that the Nawab had made a treaty with 
them merely to extricate himself from the danger which threatened him at the 
time. Secondly they had reason to believe that lie would break tbe treaty at 
(he first favourable opportunity. Common prudence therefore obliged 
them to proven 11 heir Own ruin. Lastly," the Nabob is so universal] v hated by 
all sons and degrees of men; the affection of the army is so much aliened 
fmm UEtu by Ilia ill us«ge al the officer, and n revolution so generally wisher], 
for. that it h probable the step will | w attempted fund successfully too) whether 
we gm our assistance or not. In this case we think it would be a great error 
in politics to remain idle and unconcerned spectators of on event, wherein by 
engaging us allies to the person deigned to be set up we may benefit our Em¬ 
ployers and lhe community very considerably, do a general g^od, and effectual¬ 
ly traverse lb© designs of the French and possibly keep them entirely out of 
these dominions; this we have reason lo expect o, nuance h courted, am/ 

[. UMf trtitr P* ««"'«* to countenance and settle the new Subnli in 

hi 4 Governmciit. , ’l't5 n 


143. Hi!!. II, 362. 

144. Clive io Wins (Hill, II. 366). 

145. StJefi Committee Proceeding! (Hill, 1], 370, 371). 









THE HOUSE OF JAGATSETH, 


l*} 

The next day Clive sent the English proposals to Watts at Murahidubud 
and giaid lie might enter upon business with Mir Juiar as soon m he pleased. 
He himself engaged to be at A'yaserai, the rendezvous ol the army, twelve 
hours after bearing from Watts* while Major Kill patrick* who commanded at 
Calcutta* was all ready to embark at a minuted warning. M Tell Mir J&faiy* 
fie added, * s to fear nothing, that 1 will join him with 6*000 men who never 
turned their backs. *'14$ However more than a month elapsed before the treaty 
was signed and Clive could set out on his march to Murebiduhitd, 

First of all Umichand caused trouble, Mir Jafar and the Seths were an¬ 
xious to keep him in ignorance of the change that had been made in the plot 
but Umichuud knew mure than they were aware of and Watts was forced to 
take him into liss confidence 447 Then facta came to the knowledge of Watts 
which showed that Umichand was nut the sincere friend he pretended to be and 
bis trust in Umichand vanished altogether when the latter demanded 5 per 
cent, of the Nawab's treasure as the price of his participation in the plot. The 
2fnwub was supposed to be worth 40 crorcs of rupees and Umichand'a abate 
would have been 20 laksd^S To thwart OmichaniT* greed and at the same time 
to prevent him from betraying the plot, two treaties were drawn up—one on 
red paper containing a stipulation that Umichand was to receive 20 Inks and 
one on white paper in which this stipulation was omitted. All this had* how¬ 
ever* caused delay and Watts informed Clive that Mir Jafar was uneasy and 
anxious to the \mt degree at not bearing whether his proposals had been accept¬ 
ed or noL w 9 

Watts received the treaty on fhe 2drd May, He had promised to finish 
everything in two hours' time when once the treaty w m in his hands but in re¬ 
ality it was nearly two weeks before the treaty was signed by Mir Jafan Eai 
Durlabli Iiam + the Xawuh’s treasurer* was responsible for the delay. He con¬ 
fessed afterwards that Umichand hud been tampering with him, *' In short* 
44 Btiid Watts, “ no devices has that cunning serpent left unessuyed to mar our 
a hairs, because he had not the management of them himseIf."l5Q 

It was Clive's turn to feel uneasy. He could not understand why there 
should be any delay. The plot was being publicly talked about iu Calcutta and 
lie began to think of giving it up. 151 On the 5th June he told Watts that he 
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hud been duped and ordered him to get the Articles hack again- 152 The same 
night Watts went to the house of Mir Jalar m a close dooly, a kind of sedua 
chair used only by women and therefore Mate from prying eyes, Mir Jafttr 
signed the treaty and swore upon the Koran and his son's head to keep firm to 
the agreement, 153 

Clrre received the treaty on the llth June, On the Idth he wrote to the 
Nnwiib recapitulating all the grievances of the English p charging him with 
writing to Buasy in the Deccan and paying Law 1!*. 10,000 11 month by hills 
drawn on the Seths' house at Kujniuiial and declaring that he was marching in 
Cataimbtfiar to put I heir disputes to arbitration before -Jagat Seth, Mohan Lai , 
Mir Jafar and the rest nf his great men. 154 The same day he marched. On 
the t9lh he captured Ciitwm, If ere on the 21st he held his famous Council of 
War from which lie retired to a neighbouring grove and spenl an hour in deep 
meditation. On his return he gave the order for an advance, On the 22nd 
liia army crossed the river and at one In the morning of the SBxd arrived at 
plassey* At daybreak the buttle commenced and by 4 o'clock in the afternoon 
Siraj-nd-daulu’s army was in full Bight. The next morning Mir hiiur paid it 
vistt to Clive r He expressed much gratitude for the great services rendered 
him by the English and assured Clive in the must solemn manner that he would 
faithfully fulfil the treaty he had made with them. He then proceeded to 
Muitihidabad while Clive encamps] without to prevent ravage and disorder. 155 

The Seths hail played no part in these events. Their sphere of action was 
the Council-chamber rather than the battlefield. All we read of them is that 
t hey persuaded Lot lee, who had hoped to he mode Nnwab. to throw in his lot 
with Mir Jafar 1 ® 5 It would be fair til conclude that their conduct before the 
buttle was no da fie rein from their conduct afterwards and hence we can assert 
that they had been consistently loyal to their engagement with the English and 
were untainted with the avarice of Omichand and the trickery and treachery of 
Hid Durlahh It am and others. 

The English soon had reason to believe that they had been duped. Messrs* 
Watts and Walsh were sent to Mur&hidabud to receive the money promised in 
the treaty with Mir Jafar and sent the following report to Clive; *' We waited 
on the Nabob this morning and went through the ceremony of his Durbar lor 
full two hours, when he and Itqy Duplttp retired with ue P but instead of -Jug- 
gut Sente advancing the money. Boy Do tup with his whole stock of Gcntue 
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rhetorick endeavoured to persuade us that the Treasurer had been 
examined, und it appeared there could not be above u orore and 40 lack 
in the Treasury, and added that Juggot Seat could out advance mores of rupees; 
we were nut acquainted with facts sufficiently to contest the matter well with 
Itoy l)ulup, but desired we might talk with Moonloll and carry him to visit 
Sanbut Jung, 157 which with same difficulty, on Huy Did up s part, was consent¬ 
ed to- When we asked Hoy Dulup at what time he and Monickehund proposed 
setting out for camp, he answered till ibis affair was settled he could not think 
of going. In short he appears to pride him sell iu shuffling and tricking, nod 
we are persuaded, whilst he is Minister, our affairs will meet with all the inter¬ 
ruption that Geutue cunning can raise. We should be glad you should imei- 
rogste tttuiehund and let ns know his sentiments of the Nabobs wealth- lie 
told Mr- Watts he knew all the places where the tvueaures were hoarded; for 
boards there are and many by the information we have hud had. He would 
certainly be a necessary person here, if he was not always so full of taking care 
of him self,’ 1158 

Clive derided to go to the City himself the next day to see iuto the matter 
and cheek unite the chicanery and villainy of Hai DurlaMi Hum. He also in¬ 
tended to see the N a wo b and Ingot Seth and consult with them on the measures 
to he taken to secure the person of ^iraj-iui-duula and seltlt* ihe new gottru- 
ment on a solid foundation, 159 At one o’clock, however, lie was warned by 
Watts and Walsh not to come. " Hungeet ltoy," they said, “ is despatched to 
us by Jaggataeat to desire that you will not come into town this afternoon for 
treachery is intended you. A consultation was held last night between 
Moeruai' Roy Dulup and Cossim Hussain Cuwn about cutting yoff off at your 
visit to the Nabob. You may return on pretence of illness if you are on the 
road, but it will be necessary to write of it. -loggiitseivt will then visit 
you to-morrow morning. He begs yon will nut mention a syllable of this in¬ 
telligence as you value his life.' H® 

This happened on the tilth June and iu consequence of the warning he had 
received Clive did not enter the oily till the meaning of the 39th. In the after¬ 
noon he paid a ceremonial visit to Mir Jainr, handed him to the mastiad and 
saluted hiru as Nawub whereupon the uew Nawah received the congratulations 
nud homage of his courtiers. " Un my return home," writes Clive, "I had a 
visit from Juggat Seat with whom I had a good deal of conversation. As he 
is a person of the greatest property and influence in the three subabs and of 
m inconsiderable weight at the Mogul’s Court, it was natural to determine on 
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“,' Le I ,er “' n *» 'l>o affair. of I tot Government; nccotd- 

'° B > ' ' rh 'V i ““ 1 ’ relur ” J “7 II.;. morning, 1 recommended fo bin, 

to ™»H Jbgglrt fact CO .11 0 O M .i 0 M , n lliolj 1. readily ^ „ „ nii 

i.e<li.tolv proposed, that os the money the Treasury fcII ,bort „ £ y, 

I .turns, ...I was nut suHieien, to sstlsfi, gj, obligati™, M , m(1 le „, Lilll 
ober.witL.Uor l„ necessary expenses, Juggut Sort should likewise mediate 
"f H.“ ” 4M ‘ Prt,p0 *“' ™ *««*»> to me to decline, for. 

" . a , ,7°' r '““° 10 mode .wov 

| m • « W»H l»ve bee. both . difficult an d iuvidioo, task for 

Otr to hove tufted , 0,0 this affair. Accordingly wooded to visit Jugu, Sea, im- 

7’ that ,|| subject for heart burnings „„ ,y, «cnunt on e ither ride 
e,«h, b. removed.utof baud; which being put iu proetiee. Jug,.,,, Stet 

after a ling but inundly debate settled the point follow.; that we should be 
|„.,d one-bo If of our demand immediately, Iwo-thirda i. money and one-thir.l 
■n jewel., plat, and good., and the other halt should be paid within three rears 
at three yearly ond equal payments. When I consider the state of the Tres- 
Mtry as ,1 appeared to us, and that a sufficiency necessarily he left to the 

the Into Anbsb, I cannot say but the term, exceeded rav expectation. A, 

,t wu. absolutely necessary to satisfy It„y »**. who is the principal Minister. 

'7 , , ro “7 Wta “ ' ,Ur “*“ ir!l f* 85 ' 1 “■"“gilt it Oft improper to 

.Inn. Lmt to n commission of 6 per cent, and Juggat Sen, representing that he 
.ad been a sufferer of seven luek by the French, ond a, he was join,no •„ me „. 
sores for ,Lc,r extirpation, it wna probable be should never he paid; 1 agreed 
pencilled you approved of it, that he might tale what good, of theirs should 
oiiad at there out-bettlemeuts end sontogi, ond the hallaoce should be 
made good by our Company, provided he could not recover ft l mm them. After 
whreh li easlnred mi, that we might he penmmled «, hi. he« services, oad res, 
..itisfted that he would get the present Nabob eonSnued from Delhi. „p r ,re„t 
nnr tronsa,in th, f„i re „ light, 0 „d procure fo, phi m u„„d f, 

have taw.,,.,n for H,„ advice the Nabob in genecol was , 0 replace Alltwccdi 
1 d b offipera m their old pos is/ p 161 J 

Watte & rift M lr Jaf8r h Z Tt ^ otu ^ A 40 house of the Seth, by 

!t ' r]abL ItBm ' 0tni ^ ** - with the l 

S. lie h | t rT *.”*? 011 the Cnrpet wLere <be ********* took place. 

_o he had take* h* seat in the outer part of the ball and thought of the L.a 

time I '! ' W ° n * 1 T y Len lbp CrjDf(,re,lce w«8 over Clive decided that the 
time had come to uodeceivc him and Serafton eaid to him “ Omichand tJie wl 

poper l9 a Inch, you to have nothin*.” The ebock ™ too great for’ 1 S 
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n;an. lie would Lave sunk to the ground in a taint mg condition had not one ut 
Lis attendants caught him in his arms, Flo was carried to his palankeen and 
then taken home. But his mind was affected* a pilgrimage to Muhin did him 
more harm than good unci he spent the remaining months of his life in a state 
of imbecillity delighting in dressing himself in rich garments and ornament¬ 
ing himself with the most costly jewels. 1 ^ 

The revolution was consummated with another tragedy, Siraj-ud-daula 
who had fled from Murshidahrul a few Lours before the arrival of Mir Jaiar in 
the city, was captured near Ru jumbal in such a distressed condition that he 
was a Lb ng t without clothes to his back^ Me arrived in Hurshidabad on the 
2nd JaJy p at night- and wns immediately despatched^ Clive states that the 
Nnwab would have spared ham but his son, Miran* and othere of bia great men 
thought his death necessary* 1 ^ u Tyrant as he was/* says Orme, " If he had 
respected the advice of his grandfather Allyvendy, and not have excited the 
detestation of the Crentoos p at the same time that he was rendering himself 
fit! to the principal Mnhomedan officers of his court, the English would have 
found no alliance sufficient to have ventured the risque of dethroning him : but 
It is probable that the same iniquity of character which urged him to the des- 
miction of Calcutta* would soon have called forth other avengers of other atro¬ 
cious deeds-" 

4 + 

Tlve alliance which hud brought about the revolution tended to fall to 
pieces when its end had been attained. The triumphal procession of boats 
which carried to Calcutta the gold and silver paid to the English under the 
award of Jagat Seth was intended to efface the humiliation of the sack of Cal¬ 
cutta by Sinijmd-dauh hut, not unnaturally, it was the cause of much hear! 
burning to the people of Murshidahad,, A year ago the English had been a body 
of comparatively holplcfis merchants, by whom they had been courted and brib¬ 
ed and now' the unpleasant truth was daily becoming apparent that the power of 
these merchants was overshadowing that of the Naw&b o! Bengal, Clive who 
was regarded as the embodiment of this power, was looked upon as a rival rather 
than an ally by Miran who was continually urging his father to free himeedf 
from English doniination. Expression was given to the general feeling by one 
of Mir .Tafur's courtiers in lull durbar, Sir ft said the Nawab to him, “ your 


ML Qmie r VoL II* p. IB2- 

163, r have just hud advice of Sumjjii Dnwln h i beins£ taken near Rajah rr.auJ in a dlSTtreued 
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people have had n fray with the Colonel's people; In your honour to know, who 
is that Colonel Clive, and in what station Heaven hu 3 seated him? " “ My Lord 
^awiih, replied the culprit with hardly veiled sairusni. " Me, to quarrel with 
the Colonel l me ! who never get up every morning, without making three pio- 
fount! bows to his very jackass? How then could 1 be daring enough after that 
to fal1 otlt wit!j tl] «* rider himself ?"1» That Clive triumphed over this hostile 
feeling was due to the glamour which surrounded him and the genuine regatd 
which Mir Jafar felt toxvardn him. 

Uhat Jin -Jafiir felt moat irksome was the restraint e.xercised by Clive upon 
his dealings with his subjects, Hai Durlabh Earn had been one of the chief 
allies of Mir Jafar but after the revolution mutual distrust replaced their for¬ 
mer feelings of friendship and it was only the restraining band of Clive which 
s.^ed Ifni Uuihi Mi llom .from destruction. Utlier Hindus tvhn occupied impor¬ 
tant posts in the administration of the province were also full of fears for their 
safety. 1 roubles broke out nt Midnspore unrl Purnea, Above nil Rum >’ttr»in, 
the Governor of Patna, believed with truth that he was marked out for ruin and 
was forming plans for resisting Mir Jafar. 

Mir Jafar w as not an Ali vurdi Khun who showed that he could keep u pro- 
vinee that he hud won. According to the Keir Mutat|heriii he and his son 
plunged into all kinds of pleasures without bestowing one single thought on 
affair* of state. A great change, too, had token place in Mir Jafar. formerly 
he had rendered himself conspicuous by his liberality, especially to his soldiers, 
but now he showed himself "a wretch of the most sordid avarice and a very 
carrion in parsimony and stinginess." “ My Lord N*w*V said out- of hh 
friends one day, *'a time was when you were renowned for liberality; What 
i> become of it now? “Friend," answered be unconcernedly, "in Alivimii 
Khan's time, the matter consisted only in taking up water from a river, and in 
bestowing another’s money; bat now that the river is become jnv own. my heart 
aches whenever I am obliged to part with any of its water, were it even to a 
friend.'’167 Tbe result vrf this was that his *uldiers, whose pay was always in 
arrtmr, became extremely discontented anil a constant source of danger to him¬ 
self. 

Scrafton, the political resident at Murchidabad. found himself usable In 
contend with the confusion that reigned everywhere. The Nawnb wns dis- 
mictol With suspicions of treachery at Muwhidnbad, he was evading com- 
pi in nee with the articles of the treaty with the English, rebellions were break¬ 
ing out in all directions, and it was reported that Kara No min was joining 
Kujah-ud-dnula, the Nawnb of Unde. Scrafton whs convinced that if that 
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happened Bengal was lust. On the 7th November he wrote to Clive, *' Sir* I 
ran only say h it you don't set out* with or without troops, permit me to go to 
Calcutta/' ' J I shall march/" said Clive in answer, * with the whole army. 1 
have wrote to the Nabob and Hum Narrain. of which copies are enclosed you 
Bo not suffer yourself to be un quieted beyond reason at the situation of affairs, 
but consider them cooly. and give me daily accounts of what h passing. The 
march of the army is absolutely necessary us well to support the Nawab against 
his enemies* as to see justice done ourselves/‘166 

The presence of Clive acted like magic. It had been with the greatest 
difficulty that Mir Jttfar could be prevailed updo to issue mu of hit* treasury 
HMlOO rupees. Soon after Clive joined him lie had paid twenty-five Inks and 
given security for the payment of ten more. 16 ^ Rajah Ram, the Midnnpare 
rebel* submitted to him, the rebels of Fumes were dispersed, and Ram Narsin 
wm- reconciled with the Nawab and confirmed in Ins governorship, On the 
18th February + 1758* Clive could say ,L All domestic troubles are now happily 
ended; and the Nabob seems hu well fixed in his government, m to he able, 
with a email degree of prudence, to maintain himself oaietly in if. For our- 
selves, we have been ho fortunate in these transactions as to attach to os the 
most considerable persons in the kingdom; and, by the constancy with which 
we successively supported Rajah Ram, Roy Dallub. and Ram Nnmiin, to ac¬ 
quire the general confidence, and make our friendship lie solicited tin all 
sides/’*™ 

Clive returned to Murshidnbud in May hut two days before he entered the 
city trouble wys caused by Minin, who was in charge. His jealousy of 
Clive wa,s increased by the success of Hie latter in quelling the rebellious that 
had threatened the stale and he was intensely irritated by the fact that Uni 
Durlahh Ram was returning in Clive’s company. lie affected in believe that 
his life was in danger, gathered an army and marched out uf the city. The 
result was a panic. ** The markets were deserted* the shops were shut, (he 
ban here * even the Seats, would do no business ami many principal families pre¬ 
pared to Hcnd a way their effects. 3 ' 17 ! In a day or two* however. Mi ran apolo¬ 
gised to Cive for hit* conduct. 

It was determined* nevertheless, to dismiss Rai Durlabh from his post of 
Diwjin. Xuneomur had hern added to the number of his enemies and Rai 
Burhibli had given fresh cause of complaint by not sat spying the demands of 
the army and compelling the Nawab to break into his own hoard* of gold for 
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ike purpose. The scheme against Ike Diw» n would not have been free from 
risk, says Orme, “ if Nuncomar and others had not estranged the powerful house 
of the Seats from the interests of Itnydcolub, by representations that they would 
be called on for money to supply the Nabob’s exigencies, if Itoydooluh conti¬ 
nued to delay the supplies from the revenues,” In August the Nawab left Mur- 
shidabad on a visit to Clive in Calcutta and the opportunity was taken to make 
an attack on the house of Rai Durlabh- The attack was frustrated by Scraftmi 
who sent news of the event to Watts, then with the Nawab, and Watts persond- 
eJ the Nawflb to allow Bai Durbbh to accompany them to Calcutta. 17 ^ 

The enhancement of the power of the English ip Bengal had been felt bv 
the Seths. W e have seen that the establishment of a mint at Calcutta did not, 
for sonic yeans, do them any harm owing to their command of the specie of the 
province and the operation of the practice of batta. But in other directions 
they found that when their interests dashed with those of the English they bad 
to give way. Before Clive set out from Murshidnbnd to march' against'Ram 
.Vimm ke had been anxious to secure assignments on the revenues of Burdwan, 
A uddea and Hugli for tlm payment of the money still due under the treatv to 
gfther with written agreements from the zemindar? of those districts binding 
them to make the payments regularly to the English, This was the method 
followed by the Seths in obtaining security for their loans to the government 
and at this time they had demands on most of these very zemindars. Natural[y 
they were opposed to Clive’s plan but when he threatened them with the loss of 
the friendship of the English they desisted from opposition and the arrange¬ 
ment which Clit e wished was concluded.l?3 

It will he remembered that Jngat Seth bad promised to procure a forman 
^ coa fo™ 1>n g Mir Jafar a? A'nwah of Bengal. On the 23rd December, 
<•>., ivy wrote the Nabob’s confirmation is not yet procured at Delhi, nor 
can T judge when it will The difficulty is in the price.”17* Q n the 29U. 
hinuary, 1708, however the news came that the patents had been made out ami 
titles granted to Miron and other members of Mir Jnfar’s family. Jagat Seth 
informed (.’live that he too had been created an Omra of the Empire with seve- 

ra high-sounchnp titles. A year later Clive wrote the following letter to the 
nc?tii3 tfii the subject: — 


1 lie President to the Sejits, dated -list January^ 1759. Ho* 231 

.. “ * hat Whetl ' V0U had !■*«* the Sunuod for n 

Munsub and 5,000 Horse, wtih the title of Zubdit-al-Mulk Nazier-sd 
D»nlu. that the Nabob would have favoured me with a Jagui re, equal to the 
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Bunk 1 received by my Sunnod; but to this day I have not heard a Word from 
Li pi concerning it. As there is a strong friendship subsisting between you and 
me. I beg leave to give you the Trouble to apply to t be Nabob concerning this 
Affair and that I may have n Jaguire equal to my Rank/" 1 ? 5 

This letter brought the following reply: — 

From the Seats to the President. No Bate; Received 20th February, 
1759. 

Your Two obliging Letters, One answering huts which accompanied some 
Apples to you; the other, that yon understood, when wo had procured you n 
Munsub and Titles, that the Nabob would have favoured you with o Jaguire, 
equal to the Rank you received by your Simnod, but that to the Writing of your 
Letter, you have uot heard from him rtmeerning it: that on Account of the 
Friendship subsisting between ti&, you desired we would apply to the Nabob 
and procure it; we have with great Pleasure received, and are rejoiced to hear 
vnu ore iu good Health, for which we return God thanks; Agrestic to your 
Orders we addressed the Nabob to give you a Jaguire; ho h»» long determined 
not to grant Jaguircs in ihe Subahfhip of Bengal : Orissa is poor, but if it is 
agreeable to you to have one in the subuildup of Bahar, it will he immediately 
granted you; of this I thought proper to advise you. Please to acquaint us 
w ills your Resolution on this Affair. We are going to a Place of Devotion with 
nil our Family in a Bay or two, accompanied by some of the Nabob's Forces, 
By the favour of God we hope to return in Six Weeks. 4+176 

Here the matter dropped and ('live !bought no more about it but hi* sug¬ 
gestion w’ue to bear fruit iu the future. 

Just lit this time the Seths fell under the suspicion of the Xsiwab who tried 
to prevent them from going on their pilgrim age. Fresh troubles had broken 
out in the beginning of 1750* The Emperor Alatngir ibe Second had not even 
the semblance of authority and was a mere instrument in the hand* of his varier, 
it is eldest son, the Shnhzada Shah Alarn unable to hear this state of thraldom, 
escaped from Delhi, gathered together an army and meditated the conquest of 
Bengal. The new* caused the greatest consternation at Mur&hidabad, Earn 
Narrnin was suspected of having invited the Shahzada into Behar and Jagat 
Hiiutii was implicated in the affair, Malcolm, in his Life of Lord Clive, give-* 
the follow ing account of the Set ha* quarrel with the Xawab with comments 
upon it:—* Juggeit Sett and hk brother had obtained leave to proceed on a pil¬ 
grimage to Famsnath, and had commenced their journey* when information 
web received that they were in correspondence with the Shabz&dn* and had 
actually furnished him w ith the means of paying his new levies. Tbe Nabob, 
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giving credit tu this report, sent to slop them; but they reufsed compliance 
with his orders, and proceeded under the guard of the two thousand men which 
lie had furnished for their escort. These troops, on receiving a promise of the 
liquidation of their arrears, readily transferred their allegiance from the Prim* 
tu his hunkers. The Nabob, if he had had the disposition, would probably have 
found himself without the means of coercing these wealthy subjects into obe¬ 
dience. The principal bankers of India command, through the influence of 
their extensive credit, the respect of sovereigns, and the support of their prin¬ 
cipal ministers and ge acrala, Their property, though often iiamcnce, is seldom 
in a tangible form. Their great profits enable them to bear moderate exactions; 
an 1 the prince who has recourse to violence towards one of this doss is not only 
likely to fail in hie immediate object of plunder, hut is certain to destroy his 
future resources, and tu excite an impression of hi* character that must greatly 
facilitate those attempts against his life and power to which it is the lot of 
der,'Kits to be continually exposed.” The suspicions against Jagat Seth were 
probably without foundation and we eoon afterwards find him in favour with 
ilru Xawak 

When Mir Jafar heard that Clive had chased the Shnlusd* beyond the bor¬ 
ders of Heitor be was full of gratitude to the man to wham, he declared, he was 
indebted for his government the second time. Warren Hostings, who had suc¬ 
ceeded Sera ft on at Jlursliidabad, wrote to ('live informing him that tin; Jfawab 
intended to confer u jaghir upon him “ being ashamed I but you should do so 
much for him without the prospect of reaping any advantage to yourself by it.” 

1 he difficulties of giving (live a jughir in Bengal wore overcome by -Jagnt Seth 
wbt> recommended tbid he should he given the quit-rent arising from ihe 
lauds ceded to the Company in the vicinity of Calcutta «ml this was done. The 
reword was great but. declared Ihe Kftwab, very little adequate to the services 
he had received from the Colonel,*^ 

The news was conveyed to Clive in the following letter from the Seth* 
which was undated but received on the 4th June, 1759. 

■‘Some time ago we were favoured with an obliging Letter, from you to this 
Purport, 1 hat you had been honoured with a ilunsub, of the Bank of 6,000 amt 
the Command of 5,000 Jlcree from the Presence; and that we, who nre your 
faithful Servants, had procured you the Sunuod, but that as yet no Jaguire had 
been granted for the same, and desiring that we should address the Nabob as 
uc thought proper on that Aifuir, and procure the Juguire, which would give 
you Satisfaction -Agreeable to your Orders we often reminded him of ft, and 
he himself was contriving about it: We have lately addressed him again and 
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he informs us, that be bus pitched on a Place for jour Jaguire in the Subasbip 
of Bengal: and by the Blessing, when you return to ibis City, an Arouni 
thereof will be delivered to you. On this we rose and paid the usual Compli¬ 
ment on this Occasion. We, who arc vour sincere Friends and ’Well-wishers, 
hope tobi 1 favoured with ad Account of your Health,”!^ 

Shortly afterwards Clive canto to Marsh i da bud. lie was met, two miles 
north of ihe city, by the Nawab, -1 agut Sent and other officers of the court. 
After some conversation between the Nawub and Clive the Nawab retired and 
.1 a got Seth presented Clive, from the Nawab, with n filkeit bag containing the 
title deeds of Uis jagliir. 17 ^ 

In September of the same year Mir Jafar paid u second visit to Calcutta 
uuil fin this occwioD was accompanied by Jugut Seth, The cost of entertaining 
the Nawab whs 79,542 while Jagut Seth’s entertainment cost Its. 17,37). Mere 
is the hill: — 

J he Honourable I flapsuy..,........... Us . 

September.- For four flays expenses far Jugget Sett sis undermentioned : - 


To House furnished <fxc: 

.‘{(J pieces of {‘ossasltW at Its. 5-8 per piece 
45 ditto iif Cutlae*!® 

lted Bunting Sills, Tope and Thread for purdahs 
Guaiieys for the Bed 
20 pairs of Mats 
Taylors’work on Sundries 


A rent 


Be. 

155 0 
1,157 0 
96 12 
16 10 
37 0 
UC 6 


P. 

0 

0 

It 

0 

It 

ti 


525 4 6 

To bis diet for 4 days at Its. 400 per day ... ... 16,000 0 0 

To presents given &c. — Rs, A. P. 

6 Pieces of flowered Velvet at 
Us. 261-9-6 per piece ... 1,570 8 0 

1 Otter box set with diamonds, 

Sicca Its. 3,000 ... 3,222 3 6 

J piece of China Bro¬ 
cade ... 215 0 0 

2 ditto brought by 
Captain Brobier ... 552 0 0 

- 767 0 0 


178. first R?|»iri of {Select OomniiUH at !l>,u«r of Ccmuuhu- .4pp»ndii tie. 8, p, 225- 

179, Fir»t Report »f tieirrt Committee ®l Haute of Copumifu. Evidence of Frauds Syfces. 
P«|c 154. 

100, Mud in At a Hah fine texture, (Hobson Jotisor, p, 7Q7J, 

IS1, CoXtoe Cloth, 
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4 pieces of Broad Cloth at 
R$. 7tl per piece 
4 paii-e of side La nth ora » at 
Its, 120 per pair 
8 Twiier Cnees at Its, 55 each 

To money given to his servants, 

vise ; — 

-T eni n dura, Ch nbd a ra. Peons, 
attending Servants, Dam¬ 
mar boys and bearers, etc. 

To Didebond's expense — 

To his diet 

- 150 0 (J 

Ti> presents given —• 

2 pieces of flowered Velvet 457 a 0 

1 ditto uf China Hi wade ... 215 <J 0 

2 ditto of Broadcloth ... 11X1 0 0 

- 772 3 0 


280 l) 0 

280 0 0 

440 0 0 0,050 5 fi 8,359 6 0 

150 0 0 


8,359 5 8 

500 0 0 

/ 


150 0 0 


Jo Rattooiichuud, his diet 


To Presents — 


~ pieeew of flowered Velvet ... 

532 7 

0 

I ditto of Brandcloth 

50 0 

0 

Buxeh to the Servants 

50 0 

II 


922 3 0 

150 0 0 


782 7 0 


To Uirjo Muliun Shaw, his diet 
In present — a piece of flowered 
Velvet 

““ ■ 

To Moonsubdar, bis diet 
To Presents— 

2 pieces of Broad Cloth ... 140 II 0 

Ready money given Sunt 
Ila. 3,000 ... ... 3.697 3 6 


932 7 0 

100 0 0 
284 14 0 


384 14 0 

100 0 0 


3,737 3 6 


3,837 3 6 
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Tu paid Mr, llaekett as per Bill Coe. Its. 2,001 6 0 


1,883 2 A 


To Broad cloth, hall piece for putting over the 
K Eepkan t . ., ,m ■ > > 

To Buxis to the people that brought present of 
Fruits, Sunt 11s. 20 


35 0 0 

R 

20 10 0 


55 10 1 

Areot Rupees IT,374 1 0 

Calcutta: ) Errors Excepted 

(Jib October, 1759. j (%d.) Robkut Cliv®. 

< itie extract from the bill for the Jiawnb's entertainment will show the 
kind of presents made by the Company to a Nawab of Bengal *■ ila. A. P. 
To 3 Waters, 1 Beetle Box and Rose-water Bottle in silver 
ornamented with Lazuli ... ■>* >■* 

To 1 ditto ditto 
To 1 Rose-water Bottle and Stand 
Waxwork — 

To a Turkish Lady ... ... 

To a Boy and Girl 
To the Virgin ilary 

To 12 standing Venusscs to pull off behind *♦> 

To a lying ditto 
To 6 kissing figures 
To 8 ladies under glasses 
To Joseph and Mary 
Tn a Roman charity 

To a curious ent Lustre containing 32 smite arms and fans, 

etc. 

To 1 ditto. ditto. ditto 
To a pair of plate glasses, 55 inches by .13J inches 
To 1 ditto ditto 47 £ inches by 341 inches 

To 1 ditto ditto 45 \ inches by 34 inches 

To 1 double barrel Gon 

To 1 silver mounted Gun with a gold lock-bole 
To a pair of double barrel Pistols ... »** 

To 3 ladies richly drest in silver, playing two tones.!® ... 


2,186 

1,404 

164 

222 

108 

33 

840 

84 

72 

160 

33 

56 

4.608 

4.608 

1,47'J 

568 

426 

180 

124 

210 

2,080 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

0 

6 

(i 

0 

0 

0 

I) 

9 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 


ft 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

ft 

Q 

ft 


182 Lons'* Selenium from Unpub] iihcd Record* p. 1 TL 
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In February 1760, to the great misfortune of Mir Tufar, Clive left India. 
J [(dwell succeeded him nt (invsrniir but in August was superswlfd by Viuisit- 
tart. In the beginning of the year the English had to take the Held to defend 
Mir J afar once more against the >Shahzadu who hail invaded the province with 
a more formidable force than that of the preceding year. The Mahratlas, too, 
entered the province from the south and by their ravages put it stop to the col¬ 
lection of the revenues upon which the Company depended to meet tlu> ex¬ 
penses of the year. In March the Chief ami Council at Dacca were asking 
Uolwell for an immediate supply of money or permission to borrow from (lie 
house of dagal Seth, 183 Uolwell had no money and told them to go to fagut 
Seth, Uy May flujwell also found himself constrained to apply to the Seths 
fur money but lie was informed that Mir -Tatar had been making such large 
demands upon them that they were unable to comply with his request. Ilel- 
well took the refusal very badly, lie wrote to Wnrreu Hastings, "the neces¬ 
sity of the Company's affairs is such, that I hove been obliged to apply la the 
Seats for it loan of ten or ID lack, which they, under various pretences have re¬ 
fused: 1 judged their own security as well as un opportunity of obliging the 
Company, would have influenced their ready compliance; but herein 1 judged 
ill. However, 1 doubt not an occasion may offer, for manifesting a proper re- 
sent meat to ibat house fur this refusal/’ 1 ®* Representations from "Warren 
11 actings on the Seths behalf merely drew from Mol well a grudging adutin- 
mion and renewed threats, "The apology you make fur the Seats,” 
he wrote, " and they for themselves, we must submit to; but 1 hough ihev may 
hold good respecting the large loan I requested of them, yet hail they been in¬ 
clined to have shewn n readiness to oblige the Company, they would at least 
have made a tender to me of such a sum ns they canid have spared with con¬ 
venience to themselves. Due reason they all edge fn me for their refusal 
is, their having refused the Nabob, which I now find had not u word of 
truth in it. Had they complied with iny request it would have armed them 
with the best reason they could have urged for not complying with his 
demand; and it would have been incumbent on us to screen and protect then) 
front any violence intended against them,'— A time may come, when they 
may stand in need of the Company's protection, in which case they may he 
assured they shall be left to Satan 1o be buffeted/' 185 

lief ore mi any months had passed No] well brought 1 * .Satan ’* on the 
scene. In July. Mir Tafar's eldest *on, Mi ran, was killed by lightn ing 
while fighting against the Shalmuda and the old Tfawab was crushed with 


10& l4ing*ft Unpublished Rtrcordp, p. 207. 
1S1 Holwrll, India Tract* (1174b p> 58. 
1SS. Uolwell, India Tracts p. 62. 




THE ROUSE OF JAG AT WITH. 


70 


the blow. His soldiers, taking advantage of his grief ami consternation, 
handed together to force him to pay them thnir arrears. tin the 14th a 
clamorous mob surrounded the palace, insulted ibe treasurer siud other officers 
of government, pulled them, out of their palanquins and inflicted other indig¬ 
nities upon them. The same scenes were repeated the next day. On the 
16th ibe mutineers became bolder. Some posted themselves at the doors 
of the palace and allowed none to enter or leave. Others mounted on every 
wall, even ou those which are held sacred in the hast, used the most insulting 
language towards the Knicab and threatened him wiih death if their de¬ 
mands were not complied with. They broke off fragments from the walls 
un.i pelted every courtier or attendant who came in sight with them so that 
several persons of distinction were wounded. This scene lasted for two days 
until Mir Kasim Ali Khan, the Xaweb’s sum-in-law, paid the soldiers three 
laky of rupees from his own treasury und became security for the rest of 
their arrears, 186 

The internal disorders of the country combined with the unsatisfactory 
progress of the operations against external enemies and the empty state of 
the Company’s treasury determined Holwell to bring about a change in the 
government. He prepared a memorial on the stale of the uflairs of the pro¬ 
vince for the new Governor who was on his way to Calcutta. in this 
mo morn l lie laid at the door of Mir .Infer all the evils under which tire 
■Country was suffering, he charged him with treacherous dealings with the 
Dutch in I lie previous year although Major Cuillfttid pointed out to him that 
this was never clearly proved and even if it had heen proved the fault had 
been condoned by Clive; lie charged him with corresponding with the 
Sbahzada although Warren Hastings declared that the document was a for- 
- gery; he charged him with the murder of persons who were alive when 
Mir Jafar himself was dead 19 ® and he got £30.000 for himself when his 
scheme was successful.*® 1 The dethronement of Mir Jafar, condemned by 
by Ulive ME protested against by seven of the Company's servants in Bengal, 
approved by the Court of Directors in such hesitating terras that Warren 
! 1 listings did not venture to translate the despatch to the new Nawub, 193 was 
carried out by Governor Vansittart in October and Mir Kasim was installed 

in bis place, 

A month before Jagat Seth had come into novel relations with the new 
Governor ns the following letter will show: — " .Saturday the 20th of Monim, 


186 

1 %. 

191. 


m. 

195. 


Warren Hasting to Select Camming Calcutta (Varuiitort e Narrative. v «' b P 71 )• 

Irene'* Selections from Unpubluhed Kecorih, p. 428, 

Malcolm'* Lite ol Clive, Vd. 11, p, 289, 

Malcolm’* Lite of Clive, Vol. It. p. 255. 

Hatting* w Vaunt!art, 14th Tstly, m2, iVamitUrt*. Narrative, Vol, IT, p. 69) 
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dt 6 o clock ill the evening, as [ was returning from dinner upon plain 
ground my foot slipped and I fell down, by which accident my shoulder was 
disjointed und two hours after I was bereaved of my senses, Shortlv after 
a Comtunogvre rume and gave lue physic, and by God's grace it was replaced 
by the 2nd of Zulfer, and I am much better, hut yet I have not got the uh« 
«f my arm; and 1 have received your favourable letter and the oil and 
extract uf hum and uther medicine and therefore I think you have done it 
from your heart, and since their arrival I have gained much strength, hut 
you did nut mention in what manner the medicines were to he applied, for 
this reason 1 have not used them, they remain an you sent them. X hope 
you will order lu the people to write the direction and what regimen i.i 
necessary to !nr observed und shall immediately comply with them, ily 
hund was lost to rue, hut by your favour I have received the use of it again, 
and 1 beg you will enquire and send me what other medicines may i>c 
necessary to remove I he pain, and write me concerning the application, and 
also send a Doctor that perfectly understands the nature of the medicines. 
Hv your complying with these requests, after my recovery, as long as I hart 
life I shall retain a grateful sense of it. 

I. ,S. Si in-e yesterday, the 2nd buffer. Doctor Hancock has given me 
physic, und I write this for your information, and 1 imagine you wrote to 
Ductor Hancock about it, and therefore from your favour it is I have received 
so great lipuclit, God grant you long life and many riolies."^ 

. 5. 

The detImminent of Mir .Infer, the transportation of himself and his 
Family to ( ulrulln aud the installation of Mir hasim in his place, were carried 
out under the superintendence of Vansittnrt who came to Murshidnbad for 
dm purpose. In the measures he took for settling the new government on a 
satisfactory foundation lie sought the advice and assistance of Jngat Reth.lSS 
Mir Kasim ulso came to Jngat Seth for assistance in the shape of money— 41 a 
disagreeable operation,” says the Seir Mutaqherin, “to which he was driven 
by the necessity of his affairs,” These he found in an appalling elate, 
(in me rise sums were due to the troops and large payments had to be made 
to the English. He found in the treasury about forty or fifty thousand rupees 
in cash and gold and silver plate to the value of three laks.l® 

Mir Kasim applied himself resolutely to alter ibis state of things. The 
gold and silver plate was coined into money, the expenses were curtailed 
and order und regularity introduced into the administration of the finances 

m. Umg*k -SHrelinm from Unpublished Record*, p. 234. 

163. Yjiffcffiitnri'fl Nurtmim, VoL I, p. 13B. 

19& YuaRlarTi NnrrqtivE, VoL I. p. L3& 
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All who bad taken advantage of the disorders which reigned under the former 

government to enrich lliemstive* dishonestly were wunpeUed to disgorge a “ d 
ihe enquiry was « curdling that not even the slave-women and eunuchs 
of I he palace escaped. llefurm* were made in every branch of ihe 
administration. The army was re modelled and disciplined after the Eng¬ 
lish fashion. Guns and muskets were manufactured and the translator of 
the Seir Mntaqherin declares that the latter were superior to t<H» sent to 
India for the use of the Company. 

B„t Mir Kasim's experience of ihe nobles of JIuiuhidab*d had made 
him deeply suspicious of them nil. I lb spies were everywhere so that men 
were frightened of visiting their friends and stayed in their own houses. 
This terror rose to Mich a height after a number of his office™ had been put 
t„ death that his courtiers were in continual apprehension feat an unlucky 
word of their might oreuse the Kawub s anger and even in their own homes 
their anxiety would not allow them to sleep peacefully at night , 1BB 

The relations between Mir Kasim and the English were bad from the 
atart Those members of the Council who Imd opposed lib elevation never 
,™v«l to regard him with hostility in spite of all the efforts of Xans.ttart 
and Warren Hastings to bring about a better state of feeling. In the middle 
„f I7f>2 a letter arrived in Hengnl from the Court of Directors which referred 
in verv guarded terms to the recent revolution. The opposition party tmi 
it to menu that the Directors disapproved of the revolution* published the 
Idler throughout the province and declared that the next step would lie the 
restoration of Mir Jafnr.NS 

Warren Hastings was able to remove the Nawab'a fears on this point hut 
neither Vaneittn.l »«r he wt* able »Uk the wriou. ai.pt.tvn wbM. an*, 
iiumpenri u. Ihe,- were by the vinlent nppn.ition nf their nw„ rdteegue.. 
The state of Bengal at this time may be likened to tho|t of the lam 
Canaan when, the ancient Book records, there was no king in Israel and 
every man did that which was right in his own eyes. The Company* du^- 
m*; or permits to carry on trade in Bengal custom frt* were shamefully 
abused. In former limes they had only been used to protect the sea-borne 
trade hut now they were used to cover salt, betel, tobacco and other Airies of 
inland trade and the Nawab's revenues suffered accordingly. >«t only thnt 
hut every Bengali agent and underling of the Company's servants acted to- 


IffT. Srir Mutaqhwiit. VoL, II. P- *65- 

198. Stir Mutaqhrrin, V*L H- PP 1®- 

199. Van*it tart’s SarralLv*, VoL II, pp. 6?, 60 
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™ f ' la fl * illbab ' tailt8 of lhe as if they were armed with the whole 

might of the BrihsL nation. Complaint* be^iin to pour in upon the (Jpv- 
ernwr, (hie nf the last of these was received firm Jagut Seth to whom 

Aftusittort sent the following reply on the 10th March, 176,3:—" 1 have had 
the pleasure of receiving your letter wherein you write that the inhabitants 
-of the village of Batygoculpnre, which is n Talook you have purchased, are 
all nu away on account oi the violence committed bv the people belonging 
to the English boats which bring iu there, and I hut I should give strict orders 
concerning that affair. As the strictest orders have been given that no de¬ 
pendant of the Unghsh should on any account injure or oppress the ityots, 
and I um by no means inclined to allow of such proceedings, and as l have 
the same regard for your business m my own, l therefore desire if any one 
J ‘ p,tlIt - v "t™* violences or oppressions, that you will inform me of his name, 
together with all particulars, flint I may pui a stop to such doings." ‘200 

The letter meant nothing for, in truth, Van*)ttart bud long before learnt 
that lie was helpless en such matters. When be cautioned the Company's 
nenraats whose agents were concerned in these disorders they paid no attJn- 
tioi. to hliu. When he brought the complaints before the Council he was told 
they were only pretexts of the Xawab for quarrelling with them or for en¬ 
croaching upon their rights. He found that the only result of his Inter¬ 
ference was that be tuude those interested Ins personal enemies. - (n 
!-hor(. he soya, " though the complaints became every day more frequent, 

* vet . . ae wa * ever redressed, nor even thought worthy nf an enquiry; and 

at] that r could do was, by palliating what 1 could not remedy, to keep the 
.Nabob in temper, and prevent an ..pen quarrel from breaking out between 

An attempt made by Vansittnrt to end the dispute only mud* matters 
wo.se, lie went to Monghvr, which the Jfawnb hud made his residence in 
preference to Murshidubad. and drew up « number of regulations lor the 
conduct of trade by the Company’s servants, These were, however, regarded 
with the greatest hostility by a majority of the Council and Mir Kasim, who 
cm,Id not, nr would not understand Vuiisittnrt’s relation 1o bis Council, was 
still further exasperated. At length, in March, ITfti, the Nawab issued an 
order abolishing all tolls and customs for the space nf two years and the 
fount'll, declaring that this was an infringement of his engagement with the 
t ompany scot Messrs. Amyatt and liny to demand the annulment of the 


300. Selections from Unpublished Rer.ir.ii,, p, 347. 
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unler. Maltera were hastening towards si rupture and tli-e Seths were iuvolvw] 
in the dispute as the following extract from the Seir Mutaqherin will show: — 
“ The Hawaii, sensible of the opposition formed against him at Calcutta, 
and anxious to tote every precaution neMBsaiy in ;i dispute of so tmn li eon- 
wquence, had harboured this long white heavy auspicious against the two 
Djiigftt-seats; nor did Ive think it consonant to the rules of prudence to leave 
two such men in Mr mis hood abiul at such a critical conjuncture. He remem¬ 
bered that they had been deeply concerned, both by their money and influ¬ 
ence in transferring the supreme power from Serudj-cd-douhili to M ir-djaa fci - 
rjhaii. anil lately from Mir-djaafer-qhnn to himself; and, being n great erm- 
uoiWur in men's tempers, as well as an enquirer into their characters, lie 
dreaded the consequences of two such men remaining at Mocirshoodubad. and 
so near Calcutta, tit a time when his disputes with the English ran higher and 
higher and his difficulties with them were increasing daily upon his hands. 
He therefore thought it incumbent upon him to have both of them these 
brothers in his power, at least; and, as he knew that so far from moving a 
foot oil his sending them letters or order*, they would from that very moment 
apprehend for their safety, and contrive to escape to Calcutta, wlieie they 
W imtil prove of infinite service In his npposers, by their wealth, intrigues, 
mill influence;—he therefore wrote to Malim^d-tuky-qhull, who commanded 
in Uirhobom, a man of an acknowledged bravery, and a sincere fidelity, re- 
< pit ring him to repair in all speed to Moorshnodabnd, where he was t» surround 
the house of the Djagat.seats in such a manner as that not » man might come 
out, and then to wait until M a rear, the Armenian, might arrive and bring 
liiin a letter; nn tbe perusal of which. In* was to deliver (be two Scats in 
his bauds, taking a receipt in lonu for the delivery of their persons. After 
writing tbe above order, he dispatched Marcar, on Armenian General, of 
Gnrghin-qhan's recoininundation, and putting three nr four regiments of 
Tnlltngaa under his co muni ml, he ordered him to repair by water to Moorshondii- 
liad. where lie was to receive from Ma h m ed-taky-qhan the two Djagiitseats, 
nntl to bring them in all speed to Monghvr, but without departing from n pro¬ 
per regard and attention tn their persons and rank. Mahmed-toky-qlum. on 
receipt of the order, repaired in all speed tn Monrahoodnhod, where he ' lowly 
surrounded the bouse of lire two Djagut-wata, sending them won) at the same 
lime, “That he had no injury to offer either to their persons, fortune, honour, 
or family; his orders were only to send them to Monghvr, where the >nwiib 
wanted to see them reside near Jiis person; »ml that he requester! them to make 
themselves thoroughly easy on bis own particular subject, as he had nn harm 
to offer." The two brothers, finding themselves reduced to the single parly 
of submission, prepared for their journey. In three days more Mamir, the 
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Armenian, arrived with his Tiding. ull( J the two brothers being delivered tip 
tn him, were tarried to Honghyr. The Xnwiih n .-eitw] them with distinction, 
B P? te to them with kindness, deplored the m tensity of his affairs, emit bed their 
niitiils, excused the rigor of his proceeding*, and requested their living at 
Mcnghyi, where lie hoped they would build lodging* tor them selves, set up a 
Uutikiiig-boiiBC, as they had at Moowhoodaharl, attend at Lis court. as they 
d " formerly, and, as formerly, mit.si.ei business in the affair* 0 f government 
and finance. Me. a. the satue time, set them a. full liberty, but people were 

secretly set tq. them, with orders not In suffer them In go out to any great 

< I is .tincr. The poor habere were fain in order a banking-house to Iw raised 
for their lodgings, and found them selves obliged to t ,i ; c,m,mndate themselves 
tn 1 lie perfidy HSert incil on tliem." 

It was just a. this time flint Aiuyatt am 1 Hay arrived at Casnuahiuar on 
llt.j. wav In Mmigl.yr mid I lie former immediately reported the news of the 
currying off of .he Seths to the Governor. Vausittart roneludod that .he Seth* 
hail been treated in ft.Es manner on account of their connection with the Eng- 
lish f* 1 ”' 1 ,l "‘ 24th April, lTfel. sent the following letter of remonstrant* to 
the Xnwnb: I am just informed bv letler from Mr. Amyatt (hat Mahomed 

Tnckee Khan having marched with his army from lleerbhoom to Hemgeel 
went on ihe 21st instant at night to the house of Jitgguf Sett mid Maharaja 

fciwop ( hand, and carried them from their own hm.w to llemgeel, where be 
kwis thrill unrh’r a pimrd. 

I’ltts affair surprises me greatly; when your Excellency look the Gnveru- 
tnenr upnn yourself, you and I mid the Betts being assembled together, it was 
agreed that ns they are men of high rank in the country, you shall make use of 
I heir assistance in managing your affairs and never consent that they should 
lie injured; and when 1 l.ud the pleasure of seeing you nt Mtmgliyr I then like* 
Wise spoke to you about them, and you set my heart at ease by assuring me 
that you would on no account do them any injury. The taking men of their 
rank in such an injurious manner out of their home is extremely improper and 
is disgracing (hem in the highest degree; it is moreover a violation of our 
agreement, and therefore reflects dishonour upon you and me, and will he a 
means of acquiring us in ill name from everybody. The a bovemea tinned 
Gentlemen were never thus disgraced in the time »f any former Nazims.*' 

So the letter ends in Long's “ Unpublished liccords "302 but it is plain 
from the Nawub's reply that the Governor ended his letter with a demand lor 
the Seths* release. The NawubV reply is dated the 2nd May. After repeating 
practically the whole of Vattsittert'e letter the Nawub proceeds: " In the 
nffu.r of the Sects no person has to this time ever wrote any thing, nor spoken 
to me concemiDg them* 


' 
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** Now that you wrile tu me, with all the** specious pretences it is ei* mani¬ 
fest us the sun, that under the government of every Nazim of Bengal till now* 
Umiobund (for instance] and every dependent of the English ami these gentle* 
rnen ton, attended on the Nazim, und assisted in the affairs of (tie sircar, at the 
same time that they curried on their mercantile concerns, God be praised, 
that you yourself wrile thnt 1 said? ” these gentlemen are of consequence, ii is 
proper to cany on my affairs with their intervention. For these three years 
that I have borne this burthen, and haw repeatedly wrote to these gentlemen, 
to curry on their own business, and assist in the affairs of the Nizumut. they 
paid not the least regard to my summons, ami have put a slop tn all their mer- 
caLille business, and have done all they could, to throw the affairs of the Nijsa- 
mut into coafusion, and treated me as an enemy, ami out-law p and refused to. 
come. Now that I have sent my people, and brought them hither, if was not lw> 
cause they were intriguing with the English, but fur the management, of such of 
nay affairs, as indispensably required it- Since the beginning, this was agreed 
upon bet ween iin r that these gentlemen, etc,, should always at lend upon the 
Kuzim, and carry on both the business of the Nirarnut, and their own. As to 
your writing to me in this manner* and knitting your brows without reason, 
and treating the covenants and treaties which are between us, like children^ 
play, breaking entirely through them, as if you had not any kind of regard to 
them i what other construction can I devise for Uns? Whilst your people drag 
and cany away my aumils* and keep them in confinement; in Ibis unjustifi¬ 
able insolence of your people, which is oversetting the treaty between us, there 
is no diminution of character, no breach of faith, nor cause of reproach between 
us, neither is any violation of the treaty in thin, But when I summon a man, 
who is my own dependent, the treaty is broke, and my administration becomes 
weak, and my name suffers in the sight of every one, but particularly in yours, 
O gracious God' this is a matter of astonish men t, which my understanding 
cannot reach. In a word, that these gentlemen, from the first day, swore and 
agreed, that “ wherever my life was, their life was, and wherever my business 
was, their business w" God be praised, that this is a fact known to all the 
world. Now I have brought them to this place, that they may always be with 
me Eind attend to my business and their own, according tu custom, I know not, 
whether what you write in behalf of these gentlemen, he by way of intercession 
for them, or whether their names are included in oar former treaty, which you 
have recourse to, when you charge me with breach of faith* and violation of 
former agreements, and reproach me with weakness, and a bad name. God be 
praised* that I have sent for them with no other design than for the currency 
of business, and lor their continuance in one place neither, as in the case of 
Oja TCajeed, have I seized uny person unjustly p nor charged my conscience 
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with the unjust death "f any naan. If ytm sire revived to pul misconstructions 
on every proper and lawful action of mine* I am utterly without remedy; but 
if ymi regard equity, this matter la nut of such cun sequence, as to give Oceanian 
fur £□ much contention and reproach. 

In the tVabab’s Hand-writing. 

Sir, Though it is agreed by die treaty between us* that I should never say 
anything its behalf of the servants and dependents of the Company p nor yon, 
gentlemen, interfere in beludf of the servants and dependents of the Nizemut; 
yet you, gentlemen, have regarded all tld* os utterly obliterated, and in cun- 
tindict ion thereto persist in the violation of the treaty p and desire to raise your 
inline* find establish your own customs, I am remediless/^ 

Messrs. Amyatt line] Hay arrived itt Monghyr in the middle uf May and 
presented their demands to the Xiiwab. (hie nf these demands was (he release 
of the Selbrt but the Xuwah burdened his heart and would not let them go. In 
other respects, ton, the result of (he deputation was unsatisfactory and event* 
sr hi fi occurred which made war inevitable. A boat car'tying arms to the Eng¬ 
lish at Patim was seized by the Xawnh us it was passing Mnngbyr Mr. Ellifl 
the Chief of Ike factory at Patna, an inveterate enemy nf the Nawub. took |>os- 
scssmii ni the city and though (his wo* goon recaptured I he news hod driven 
the Nawob to frenzy. Aiuyatt. who bud left Monghyr to return to Calcutta, 
was murdered near Msinsliidiibnd with all hi* attendants. The English re-in- 
alatcd Mir I afar as Xtiwab and marched on Murahidiibiid. A battle placed tb« 
fity ill their bunds and two morebailies drove Mir Kasim from Mongbvr* Mir 
Kasim, driven to mildness by these defeats, vented his desire for blond on the 
helpless prisoners in his hands anil among the victim* were Jugal Seth Muhtuh 
Uni and Maharaja Kwimip Chaud. 

The usual account of ihe dentil of the Seths is that they were thrown into 
the Gunge* from a tower in the fort of Monghyr. It is related. too, that Jagat 
Seth Mahtub Uni bad a favourite servant, named Cbnni, who entreated the exe¬ 
cutioner* to put him to death with his muster. The executioners refused his 
request, his master supplicated him to give tip ihe idea, but be was resolute 
in his determination not to survive his master and threw himself into the river 
after Jugal Seth. Ten thousand boatmen, soys the translator of the Srir Mu- 
taqhrrm, passed every year* by the walls of Monghyr anil there was not one of 
I hem who could not point to ■ certain tower of the fort nf Monghyr as the 
scene of |be tragic death of the Seths* every old woman in Munghyr knew by 


202. p, 34B, 

203, VuriHut’i Narratcre* VaL IHj pp, 20^-212. 
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hear! the speech of thuni in the ex ecu t Sonera of hrs master anil yet Ll would 
seeni i luit the death ol the Seths slid not lake place at Monghyr at alh Use 
Seir M n lai[Leriii says that Slir Kasim earned them with him in hia refloat to 
Patna and that they were hacked to pieces bv Lit> soldiers- near the town of Bur 
the day after the death of (iurgtijii Khan, nr Co ja Brevity, as the English rail¬ 
ed him. The Riyaim-s-auJatin aku mentions that the dejilh of Jagui Seth or- 
t mired after that of (iurgiim Khan while Major Adams the re mini under of the 
English troops against Mir Kaaius wrote to the Ctmneil at CnlruUa on the 1 -St 1 b 
October, IT OH, + " all mr mints likewise agree. . . .that (he Heaths were j>us to 
deaf It near Bntir and their bodies not permitted to he burnt, but exposed under 
a l.inanl nf Sepoy s/‘2ChS Imduuees of hiH b fulness am! gjntlhidc arc rare in 
Else annals of this time and therefore it k to Imj Loped that the a lory of the de¬ 
voted Chtinni was founded on trulli and milv distorted in details by popular 
rumour 

The Seths were no I unprepared for their fate, . . . the day I but Si raj- 

ml-daulii ascended the masnml they had been forcer! to walk warily, continually 
liLimited with the dread that the Xu wall would ope day find an opportunity of 
raizing them and taking possession of their vast wealth. Hence it was that 
they employed a guard of iJ.IMH) men which watched over the house where they 
and their families lived and uiTompanieil them when they went on pilgrimage* 
At ilurshidabarlp according to Herat ton, it was an in variable rule never to 
suffer the I wo of them to go out at the same time nor did one ever bike out Ida 
own children bul the children of the otlier.205 In 17G6* three years after the 
death of I he two Sellis Seraftou wrote: “Jagulseut was a very great banker* 
whose aucestora had been long established in Bengal and during the Power nf 
the Mogul used to mediate between ihe Suhah* und the court of Delhi* and 
remit the revenues : lie wus also mediator between many of the llajuha and the 
Suhah who was always highly respected and esteemed : and the late bead of 
Hie house was supposed to lie possessed of many mill tons sterling: his assistance 
and support were neoeasary to tile strength and reputation of the Government* 
and ntir protection was tieeessary to him* to preserve him against the designs of 
I lie govern men I on his wealth. "206 This protection, Herat ton as^erteiL was 
solemnly promised to Jugal Seth by Lord Clive207 ami he was indignant wilh 


1-ongV Splerfinn from 1^|}ubluh(K] Rft.wd^ p r 334, 

205, Min, ObMcrations on Mr. VauHtaxt’rt Narrative ( 17 ( 3 b) r p. 4n 

206, Ibid. p. 2. 

307, Ibid. p, 2. M w. r in his (Ihe NawuVt) prwcce, proailjtrd ihr Cominny'a pm«- 
tWfi m Jn^uiseat und Roydulluh. for lh*ir lives and boiraar as tag an they remained firm 
in their alliance lo their master.* F 
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VauHittart for the fatal blow, which by his failure to protect the Sixths and Kara 
Naraim ihe Gowraur il-eult to the uaUunal reputation which Olive bad estab¬ 
lished by a strict udhereuee to eveiy engagement he had eulered into- 20 ® ** Had 
ihe array taken the field/ * 1 Sera f ton maintained, " the moment Kaiujuirnin was 
[put in irons, or the Seals routined, the war had heeu much mow* justifiable 
Ilian in the support ul privileges, to which they had no right, 


208, Ifc.it], j>, 44, " lei'll CSive, by a strict idtareno* to twery eapgeirval h* bid ent«r#d 

i no I, l\M ^LsblUbrd fiLiijh n ftaLbnil reputation, that I mn cuiiimL-gd ihurp was nut a Hibm 
p cl ihe ihn-f pnvlDM, who would nut hs-vr joint J itn? EnjJbh forces un a §in^b latter: hut 
ihv icivin^ lip | Kir fffimmp of Rjimtiimam and the into the Rubah's piiwor, had an LoLiILv 

dunged their sentintent* of US, tbit English faith wnn flaw an much detested ns il wjis Ijiduru 
reiphW : and although Mir Couim fought hci r «raL bit tics ainJ in each drew nearer Id hie rum. 
not a single man joined m lo the lcut_' r 
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CHAPTER 4. 

JAG AT SETH KHPSHAL CUAND AXD MA H A R AJA CD WAT CHUND- 

Jngat Seth Muhtab Rai left four sons—Khusnl Chand, Gnlab Ckand* Sumer 
Chand and Sukbal Chand. The eldest* Seth K husked Ckand became the third Ja- 
gat Seth and was confirmed in the title by the Emperor Shall Alum in 1706, 
While each of the others received the title of Seth from the Emperor. Maha¬ 
raja Swamp Chand left three sons, the eldest of whom, Seth Udwai Chaud, in- 
herited his father's title of Maharaja. It would appear that when Mir Kasim 
earned off their fathers to Jfonghyr* Khushnl Chand and Cdwat Chand had 
remained at Mnrshidabad and the victories of the English soon removed them 
from I he clutches of Mir Eussinu Seth Gulab Chand, a brother of Ivhusbat 
Clmnd and Hahn Mahlr Chandp it brother of Udwat Chand, were not so for¬ 
tunate. They had been carried off to Mcmghyr with their father** and p though 
they escaped death, they were forced to accompany Mir Kasim on his wander¬ 
ings until, at last, they were handed over to the Emperor of Delhi and \ izier, 
the Xawab of OtidEi. Mir Jafar wrote to the Vissier on their behalf from 
whom he received the following reply : — u I have had the plena ore to receive 
your two letter* mentioning the arrival of the royal presents, and your desire 
that the Set's sons may be released, and I have represented in a proper man¬ 
ner to His Majesty the strength and firmness of your obedience. The high in 
station Hnja Deny Babadre will shortly arrive in the royal presence, and these 
matters will lie settled and answers sent you. 1 11 The Xawah's intervention was 
successful but Jagat Seth and his cousin had to pay a heavy ransom before (he 
captives were released. 

Mir Jafar survived lue reinstatement Xawab of Bengal for about a 
year and a half, fie died at the end of January, 1763 Mr. Vansittart had 
left India by this time and his place had been taken by Mr. Spencer, who had 
been sent to Bengal from Bombay but Clive had been appointed Governor again 
and was on his way out at the time of Mir Juf sir's death, Miran* the eldest son 
of Mir Jafar, had left a young son but Spencer and the Council decided to pass 
him over and make Nnjim-mUduula, the second son of Mir, Jafar. Nawah of 
Bengal. For this they demanded and received presents amounting in oil to 
nearly It140,000. This was all the more reprehensible because on the 24 th 
January they had received positive orders from the Court of Directors that all 
servants and persona in the Company's service should sign covenants binding 
them not to accept* directly or indirectly f from Indian princes, any grant of land 
lands* rents* or territorial dominion, or any present whatever exceeding the value 


1. Lon£ k i Selection from Unpublished Record*, p. 355- 
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of four thousand rupees, without the consent of the Court of Directors. 2 This 
order wo a quietlv shelved out! the proceedings of the Council were thus 
reported to the Court of Directors by Clive: — 

i( The opportunity of acquiring immense fortunes was too inviting to be 
neglected, and the temptation too powerful to be resisted, A treaty was 
hastily drawn up by the Board, or rather transcribed, with a few unimportant 
additions from that concluded with Meet JufHr, ami a deputation consisting 
of Messrs. Johnstone, Senior, Middleton and Leycester appointed to rai^e the 
natural son of the deceased Nabob to the Snhuhdarry, in prejudice of the 
claim of she grandson,, ami for this measure aneh reason are assigned as 
might to have dictated a diametrically opposite resolution, MeeraiTs son was 
a minor* which circumstance alone would naturally have brought the whole 
ad minis tint ion into our hands, at a juncture when it became indispensably 
necessary we should realize that .shadow of power and influence,, which having 
no solid foundation was exposed to the danger of being annihilated by ihe 
first stroke of adverse fortune. But this inconsistence was not regarded, nor 
wa* it material to the views for precipitating the treaty, which was pressed 
on the young Jfabob at the first interview in so earnest and indelicate a manner 
ns highly disgusted him and chagrined liis ministers; whilst not a single 
rupee was stipulated for the Company, and their interests were sacrificed that 
their servants might revel in the spoil*! of a Treasury before empuyerisbed 
but now totally exhausted/' 3 

Such proceedings upnn the part of members nf the Council were now 
put a stop to for ever, Clive arrived in Bengal on the 3rd May 1765 and 
took charge of the government. < Jii the 6th he assembled ihe Council. I he 
Company's instructions ware read and the names of ihe members who had 
been appointed to form a Select Committee to assist Clive in restoring order 
to the Company's affairs. The members of Council would have liked to dis¬ 
pute ihe powers of the Committee and the meaning of the general letter 
from the Court of Directors but they soon found that they had not a Vatiwiitert 
to deal with. Mr. Leysesler was told that no discussion on such a question 
would he allowed but lie could record dissent on the face of the consulta¬ 
tions. Mr. Johnstone was asked whether he dared to dispute the Committee's 
authority and when he replied that he had not ihe least intention of doing 
such a thing * + there was an appearance of very long and pale countenances, 
and mi one of the Council uttered another syllable 

2, Malcnlm’i Life of Cl it*. Veil* II, p. 330 (hat*). 

3, Lofijf s ifclecticmi fmro UnpubHuhcd Records, p 422, 

4 ClivE to Geiw-ml Canute, 6th May. 176S h (Malcolm* Lif* nf Qivfr, Vd. II p p, 520). 
Clive to Fait. Uih May. (Malrolnfa Life of Clive, Vol. II, p. 324). 
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A lew days after the arrival tif Clive in India the Nawab paid him and 
i lie in embers of the Committee a visit in the course of which he gave a letter 
“filled with hitter complaints of the insults and indignities he hail been 
exposed to, und of the umbezriement of near 20 Lucs of It upees issued from 
his Treasury for purpose unknown during the late negotiations' " Wo pub- 
lie a complaint," wrote Clive, " Could out he disregarded, and it soon produced 
an enquiry-*’ 5 The Select Committee met on ibe 1st June and took this letter 
into their consideration upon which they resolved that " that .Mahomed Ifezu 
fawn, since the Death of the late Nabob, him distributed among certain 
Pemms, near Twenty Lacks of Rupees—and that it is incumbent upon them 
to discover to whom such Sums have been paid, and for wliat 1 onsideration : 
in order that the most effectual Measures may he pursued, to remedy for the 
present, anil to prevent for the future any dangerous Co u sequences which 
nutv have arisen, or which may arise, not only to the Country Government, 
hut likewise to the Company, from such Practices." 5 

tin the Gth June Muhammad tteai Khan, the Nawab'* deputy, wne called 
upon to account for the large disbursements lie had made inmi the treasury 
and delivered to the Committee what Clive calls a “most extraordinary 
narrative " in which “ he specifies the several name*, the sums by whom paid 
and to win no. whether in hills, cash or obligations. So prerise, so accurate 
an account as this of money issued for secret und venal services, was never, 
we believe, before this period exhibited to the Hon’ble Court of Directors, 
at least never vouched by such undeniable testimony and authentic docu¬ 
ments; bv Juggut Seat who himself was obliged to contribute largely to (lie 
mitiiM demanded; by M no tyrant who was employed by Mr. Johnstone in all 
these pecuniary transactions; by the Hawaii and Mahomed Rena Khan who 
were the heaviest sufi'erers; und lastly by the confession of the Gentlemen 
them selves, whose names are specified in the distribution list.' J 

Jagut Seth Khusbal Cliand, who had complained that sums of money 
had been unduly obtained from him by the deputation scni to Murshidabad, 
nlst) appeared at this meeting of the Committee and submitted a narrative on 
the subject of his complaint. When examining him on this Lord Clive de¬ 
sired him to he most attentive to adhere to the Inilh whereupon Jagut Seth 
replied with warmth that he hud put his seal to the narrative “and that that 
would go fora Crnre of Rupees.” 5 The narrative of Jagut Seib luu thus:- 


S- ll n publidttd Record^ p. 4SI 

G. Third Report oi Select Oommitfcw of House of Cvanuaiut p> 3*15. 

7. Long*« SelectioTU from UnpublUhtd p- 422, 

a GenptaJ CknutcV EvIdwK*. Thidr Report of Select Commits of Houhe o! Com- 
mom, p^ 321. 
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'* When Mr. Johnstone mul other gentlemen of Council, went to Mnorshedabad, 
and applied themselves to the Regulation of the whole Subahdarrv, they sent 
me the following Message by MootvrnmMake tis some Acknowledgement. 
ttU'i we will settle all vour Business according to your Heart’s Desire, other¬ 
wise we shall he displeased, and your Business meet with no Assistance; for 
you formerly made an Acknowledgment to Lord Clive and other Gentlemen,’* 
I informed them that Lord Clive never said a Word on this subject, and 
that I did not give him even a single Daum. They sent me a Message in 
Answer as follows:—“ You may not he acquainted with it, but your Fathers 
made tin Acknowledgment; give us Five Laaks of Itupees.” I answered, 
" Our Fathers never did give Lord Clive a single Daum.*’ They replied, “ ff 
you would wish to have your Business go freely on, make ns some Acknow¬ 
ledgement," Being remediless, I consented to give 125,000 Rupees; 50,000 
immediately, and the rest when I could collect in my debts from the Country. 
The Gentlemen agreed to tlrts and accordingly I sent them 50,000 Rupees by 
my Hntfnsuddies and Monty rani; In fine, there were none of my debts col¬ 
lected in when Mr. Johnstone, etc,, returned to Calcutta; and I also came 
to Calcutta to pay my Respects to Lord Clive; so that thus the affair 
rested. Enquiry having been made of me, I have written these Particulars, 
in which there is by no means a Word of Untruth. 

Written the 15th of Zechidju of A True Translatiwi¬ 
the Hill 5 cur, 5tli June. 1705. George Yansittart 

Persian Translator.® 

tin the 7th awl Rth Monteram, Governor of Tlugli, was examined by the 
Committee ill the presence of Jagat Seth and Muhammad licza Khan, in order 
to determine whether he had been authorised to demand money of the Seths 
or “ whether ho presumed to prostitute the Character of the Gentlemen of 
the Deputation by making use of their names without the sanction of their 
express authority.” 1 ' 0 

His examination was as follows;—- 

Q. Did you go to Juggut Sect to demand money? 

A. 1 did. 

Q. Who sent you to J uggut Seel ? 

A. Mahomed Rem Cawn sent Ismael Ally fawn with me to Juggut 
Beet 

Q. Who sent yon to Mahomed Rem Cawn ? 


9. Third Report of Select Committer of Row of Commons, p. 414, 

10. Ibid. 
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.4. Mr Johnstone. 

Q. What Message did you cany from Mr. Johnstone to Mahomed Iteza 
Cawu? 

*4. I was ordered to desire him to ask the Seets for presents. 

Q, Bid any of the other Gentlemen join in this message to Mahomed 
Re&u Cawn? 

*4. I had ipt Order from Mr. Johnstone only. 

Q. Did Mr Johnstone send you in Ids own Name, or in that of the 
the Deputation? 

.4. He sent me in his own, and in the names of Messieurs Senior, 
Leicester and Middleton. 

Q, What passed when yoit went to Mahomed, lleea ( awti ; did you 
him for Money from the Sects? 

.1. I did. I asked him for Three Lancks. 

tj. What Day did you go to Mahomed Rezn L'awn P 

A, I runnot hut for certain, lmt the Affair was about Twenty Days in 
settling- 

Q. C an't you determine within a Day or Two of the Time you first 
mention? 

.4. 1 rannot, hut it was about the Twenty-first of Eumsaun. 

Q. What Answer had von from Mahomed Re™ Cawn when you desired 
he would make this Demand on the Sects? 

A. He first said, " Very welt, I’ll try wb»t I can do; hut on my appli¬ 
cation, lie said, “ It was very improper to ask Money of the Sects — it will get 
me a bad Name.' 

Q. Do you confess the Contents of Juggut Sect's Letter to be true? 

A. I do. 

Q, What did you say to Mahomed Reaa Cawu about stopping the Busi¬ 
ness of the Sects unless they complied with the Demand P 

A. I did tetl him, that the Gentlement would protect their Business, if 
they would make a Present; if not, the Business nf the Seets would meet with 
no Protection or Countenance. 

Q. You say that Ismael Ally Cawn was seat with you to the Recta; what 
passed there? 

A. When Ismael Ally Cawn demanded Three Leaks of Rupees for the 
Gentlemen Jttggut Sect answered, " If the Gentlemen will be satisfied with 
Rings, Jewells, end such Presents, fiam Ten to Twenty-five thousand Rupees. 
I will comply-** But on Ismael Ally CawnVi pressing him farther, he agreed 
to give 50.000. which was not accepted; and then Juggut Seat said “Well, I 
will speak to Mahomed Rcsn Cnwn myself- 

24 
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Q. Who was present at all this Conversation P 

4. I was, but did not speak, 

Q r Do you know how the Affair was settled ? 

4* Yes, I beard that Jnggut Sect afterwards consented to give 7o r EM)0 
Kupees, then he ruse to a Laak, and at last consented to give 125,000- This I 
beard from Mahomed Ileau Khun, 

Juggut Beet being present at this Examination p wag asked, "If he ever 
communicated the Conversation between him and Monty mm, as get forth in 
his LetterP " He answered, “ Yes, to my Brother, to Brigauloul my Mounshy 
and to Clnskimull my Yaked. 1 * 

Q m Did yon demand the Money of the Sects in your own Name, or on 
the Gentlemen n Account P 

A. I demanded it on Account of the Gentlemen surely and those that 
seal me. 

Q , When the Money whs sent by Jugguf Sect to 11. It. town’s House, 
did he forward it immediately to Mr, Johnstone at Mootyjill in a tttackeree, 
and was Mr. Johns tone angry? 

A. He did forward it to Mootyjill in a Ktarkeree, with which Mr 
Johnstone was angry, and said, rfi Why was not the Money given to Monty rata, 
or sent more privately/* 

You are charged by Jagut Sect with having visited him Thrice, 
once when he was alone, once in presence of Ismael Ally Cawn, and onre 
when his Brother waa with him* Is thin true? 

A r I t ia t me, 1 did visit him Thrice. 

Q< Had you any Conversation with him about the Demand in any oi 
these Yisit&P 

A. 1 had I must confess. At the time I visited Juggut Beet when he 
was alone f he told me be won hi agree to give 75.000 liupees to the Gentlemen* 
and desired 1 would represent to them that bis C i re urn stances would not afford 
■more, which I promised to do. 

. ...... M ,U 

Q, Was it of your own Accord, or was you ordered to tell Mahomed Fteaa 
Cawn, that if the Beets complied with their Demand* I heir Business should 
be protected, otherwise it would have no Countenance or Encouragement? 

A. I was ordered by Mr. Johnstone. 

Q r Is this Evidence which you give fine in every Circumstance* accord¬ 
ing to the best of your Judgement? 


1L M*™ follow quetlkonj relating to th? Nawub. 
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A, It is, ami I never will retract it; but if there should appear any Tiling 
contradictory or unsatisfactory at first, it was owing to the l unfusion I was 
under when brought hefore tins Company 

Dn the 18th June Mooteram atlended » meeting of tlie whole Council, 
Tbe evidence lie had given to the Select Committee was read to him and he 
confirmed the whole of it except in the following particulars, 

‘‘To the first question, he now said, that he did go to Juggut Seet, by 
Mahomed Reza Cawn's orders, with Ishmuet Aly Cawn, but not to ask for 
Money. 

To the Question, What did you soy to Mahomed Rezo Cawn about stop¬ 
ping tbe business of the Sects, unless they complied with the Demand? he 
answered to the same Purport as to the Committee, but mad# use only of the 
Term, Cootch Boolega mj, for wbut is rendered by the Committee, -Meeting 
with no Protection or Countenance, whereupon the Committee observed, that 
he indifferently and repeatedly made use of both the Expressions Cootch 
Syr ur riff a .Yy and BooleffQ A y. 

In his Answer to the subsequent Question, he now differed, saying, that 
Juggut Seet made no t Hirer of Rings or Jewels, but told them only, that aa far 
as Twenty or Five and Twenty Thousand Rupees he would comply : that 
Islimaol Aly Cawn then said, that would not do: and Juggut Sect replied, 
that lie would Mien speak to Mahomed Ruxu fawn himself: anil that w hen he 
went to him T be proposed the Sum of o0,000 liupees. 

To the Question, Was it of your own Accord, or was you ordered tn tell 
Mahomed Reza Cawn that it the Sects complied with the Demand, their 
Business should be protected, otherwise it would have no Countenance or 
Encouragement? lie confirmed his Answer tn the Committee, using only the 
same Expression already remarked, 

Tbe Examination having been concluded, 

Mr. Leyeester desired I lie following Question might lie put to Uootynm: 
If when Mr Johnstone related to liim the Reasons why be thought the Sects 
might make Presents, whether he ordered him to mention them tn Mahomed 
Iteza Cawn and to desire Mahomed Reza Cawn would urge them to the Scets? 
which being put to him accordingly, be replied, That Mr. Joknstoue did tell 
him to express himself to Mahomed lteza Cawn in the same terms which Mr. 
Tohnslime did to him, 

Mr. Leycester, in addition to the several Minutes already entered in Vin- 

12, Tbe ligflntlHV of Clive, W. B. Sumner, H. V«rt»l and Fro. Sylte* ere appended 
in tbi* elimination. Third Report of Select Committee el House ef Common*, pp. +15, 416. 
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dicution of his Conduct..,„, ++r derircd further to toke the following oath* which 
was accordingly administered to him by the Prudent: viz. 

I swear that I am totally ignorant of the Messages said to be delivered 
by Mootynam to the Sects, So help me God. 

(Signed] Ralph liCyeesterA 3 

Three questions arise with regard to this case. The first is this. Did the 
members of the Council receive these sums of money from the Nawab Mahomed 
® eza Khan and Jugal Seth? There U no doubt about the answer to this 
question. The members of Council acknowledged that they had received the 
presents and even tried to Justify their conduct in this matter. 

But were the present* freely given or extracted from the JTuwab and 
M uhum mud Besa Khan by pressure and extorted from Jagat Seth by menaces ? 
1 he final judgment of the Select Committee on this point which was scot 
home to the Court of Directors w ns as fed lows: — 4i Juggut Seat expressly de¬ 
clares in his narrative, that the sum he agreed tn pay the deputation, amount- 
ing to Rs. 1+26,000 was extorted by menace*, and since the close of our enquiry 
and the opinions we delivered in Ihe proceedings of the 21st June* it fully 
appears that the presents from the Nabob and Mahomed Uesa Khan exceeding 
the immense sum of 17 Lacs* were not the voluntary offerings of gratitude, 
but contributions levied on the weakness of the Government, and violently 
exacted from the dependant state mad timid disposition of the Minister."!* 
It will be noticed that the Committee express no opinion on the narrative of 
Jagat Seth but leave us to infer that Jagat Seth s statement load been convincing 
to them. And this would be a correct inference. Mr Stunner, a member of 
the Select Committee, afterwards altered hia views with reference to the pre¬ 
sents made by the Xawah and Muhammad Reza Khan and trialed in his evi- 
deuce before the Select Committee of the House of Commons that he thought 
they had been freely and voluntarily given but he declared that lbs evidence 
with respect to Jagnt Seth remained unanswered.!^ General Cumae* in bis 
evidence before the same Committee, styled that the Sethe were not in the 
habit of making presents and he could remember no instance of their having 
done so before this periods Air. Leyeeater returned bis present to Jagat 
Selh as soon as he heard that Jagat Seth hud not given it with his free will 
aad consent. General Camac was at Mnrahidahad at the time and Jugal 
Netb p at a b*ss what to do in the matter., applied to him for advice, The 


15- GroiulUttbci. Fort William, ISth June, 1765, Third Export of Sebct Commits of 
H&llm of Commons, p, 43B. 

1^. Lun^'p from UapublitEiMt Records, p . 422. 

15. Third Report of Select CooimSttM of Souse of Commons, p. 517. 

16. Ibid. p. 519. 
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General s advice was that if be bud given the present willingly be should 
allow 31 r Leyceater to keep it but if not be should receive : t back. Jagat 
Seth received it buck and asked General (,‘umac whether be supposed auv* 
other member of the deputation would follow Mr. Leyeesters example,! 7 
Undoubtedly then the presents were extorted from Jogat Seth by means of 
menaces. 

The third question is, who was responsible for the use of these menaces? 
After hearing the evidence of Mootyrain and reading the statements of the 
members of the deputation of the Council who went to Mu rs hi da bad the Select 
Committee unanimously decided that Messrs. .Senior, Middleton and Lcycester 
were not concerned in the menaces used liy .Mootyrum while with respect to 
3Ir. Johnstone they said “he appears, from the evidence entered in our 
Proceedings, to have been a principal agent and manager in obtaining and 
distributing the presents, but unacquainted, they would willingly suppose, 
with the menaces used by Mootyrum, in his name, to Mahomed lteza Caw a 
and Tuggut Seet, in order to extort a sum of money, from the latter, for the 
use of the deputation ’W and echoing that hope we may leave the matter. 

One curious fact is disclosed by the records of this case. A large part 
of the present made by the Kawab was paid by means of bills. One for 
Its. olMHIl) was drawn on " Sect Man an Churn) and Annan Chund " while 
another, for a like amount was drawn on f ‘ Juggut Sect Fuller Chund and 
Seet Amin Chund ut Hoogly."19 Hath were in favour of Mootyrum and 
payable at ten days’ sight. Now all the bills used for the payment of the pre¬ 
sents with the exception of two drawn on a banker of Murshiduharl named 
MnatycLund and one on a banker unnamed at Dacca, were drawn on the house 
of Jagat Seth, *' Seet M a nun Chund and Annan Chund " is therefore the 
house of Jagat Seth and Mo nun is a mistake for Manik Chund. The incident 
show's that as late as the year 1765 the names of Manik Chund and Fateh 
Chand were still used to designate the bouse of Jagat Seth. 

On the 25th June Clive proceeded to Hundudalttd in order to make an 
agreement with the Sawab by which the power of the Company might be 
placed upon a solid foundation. By this agreement the defence of the province 
was placed entirely in the hands of the Company and to support the army 
accessary for this purpose and also to pay the large sums still due to the Com¬ 
pany as restitution for the losses it had suffered and to pay the tribute to the 


17. Ibid. p. 321. 

IB. Third Report of Select Committee of House of Common*, p. 313, 
19. Ibid. p. 414. 
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Emperor, all the revenues of the province were handed over to the Company 
with the exception of 53 Inks or £600,000, which wee reserved to the Kuwob 
for the expenses d his court and the administration of j oat ice. Clive stales 
that the yens* Nawnb was delighted with an arrangement which placed a 
sum of money at his own will and pleasure and the only reflect ion he made 
when Clive left was. “ Thank God I T shall now have as many dancing girls 
as 1 pi ease-’ '20 At the same time tlie administration of the affairs of the three 
provinces was entrusted to a board of ministers consisting of Muhammad 
iieaa Khan. lUi Durlabh Ham and -lagat Seth, for whose guidance Clive drew 
up the following paper: — 

Regulation* far the Province of Benya!, Jiahar, ami Onsa 
a’he Nabob Nudjum-ul-Dowlah, Meer Nudjumml-Deen, Ally I’wn 
fifth ml re* Nazim* 

The Nabob Macen-ul-Dmiltih Syed Mahomed Ifes-a Cawn Bahadre. frayb. 
Mhnraja Doolabrniu Br., Dewarnt. 

Juggut Sect CiHiebaul-chund and Mharaja Odwciehond, Chief* »f Trade. 

The appointing and displacing of the Fougdars. Aumils, and other 
Officers of the Nimunut, and the Regulation* of the whole Business of the 
Revenues and the Country under his Excellency, shall he managed by the 
Nabob Maeen-iit-Dowlnb Br. Mharaja Boolabram Br, and the Set ha ami his 
Excellency alia)] run sen t thereto 

If any One he oppressed, his Effects seized, or his Life endangered, the 
aforesaid Gentlemen shall use their Endeavours to put a Slop la such Proceed¬ 
ings, and if they inspect ibat ii is not in their Power to put a Stop t» I hem, 
they shall advise the Governor with all speed, that he may inform the Gentle¬ 
men of the Council or Committee of such Proceedings, and put a Slop to them. 

After the necessary Expenses of Govern men I have been provided for. if 
there be any Overplus, it shall be deposited in the public Treasury, under the 
Care of the aforesaid Gentlemen: and there shall be Three different L<»ck* to 
the Dour of the Treasury, and Three Keys : t ine to remain in the Possession 
of each of the aforesaid Gentlemen, that neither of them may he able to take 
out any Money without the Consent of the others. 

tlf these Three Gentlemen Mawn-ul-Dwwlnh Br. Mlmrtija Doolabram, 
and the Suets, ii any one art contrary to the i iptnion of the other Two, those 
two shall give Advice i hereof to the Governor, that he may Jay the matter be¬ 
fore the Gentlemen of the Council or Committee and take proper Measures oa 
the Occasion. 


20. Clive to Verelil, (Malcolm'* Lif* of Clive, Vcl. III, p. 126.) 
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Snob Number of Horse and Foot shall be kept up as the aforesaid Gentle¬ 
men shall judge necessary for the Business of the Collections, and all needless 
and improper Expenses shall he reduced. 

Let them remove I non the Durbar all miflciievcrtia Men, deceit! ul and evil 
Counsellors* and nut put it in their Power to moke an)' Disturbance. 

Let not the aforesaid Gentlemen go to the Durbar without each others 
Knowledge* nor attempt any Thing to each other a Prejudice. 

For the Preservation of Friendship and Harmony, and the Care of the 
Nabob s Affairs, and the Company's Money, a Gentleman of Council* of Probity 
and Abilities shall he appointed to reside at the Capital, on the Part of tls« 
Company. A monthly Allowance shall be made him by the Government* pro¬ 
portionable to his Rank; and the Accounts of the Receipts and Expenses, for 
the Business rd the Gave rum eat etc,* shall he laid before him monthly for his 
Perusal*” 21 

An annual allowance was made to the three ministers. Muhammad Rem 
Khan had nine lake, 22 but (lie records consulted fin not mention the allowance 
granted In Rai Dnrhtbh Ram and the Seths. The Seths did not accept their 
appointment with any enthusiasm. They were by no means ambitious men, 
said General Carnac, and would gladly have dispensed with the share in the 
Government that was given them 23 This plan of giving stability to the Na- 
Wftb's government was also in danger of being subverted through, list* ambition 
of Rni Durlabh Ram end file excessive moderation or timidity of Muhammad 
Re^a Khan so that Mr. Sykes* the Resident ui M urdniluljud, hud to be instruct¬ 
ed to keep a watchful eye over this minister and check every symptom he showed 
nf aspiring to a greater share of the administration than had been allotted to 
him. 3 * However in the treaty made in lTGfi with Ihe next Nawnb* Seif-ud- 
daula, and in llisit nf 1770 made with his successor, Miibarik-nd-dniihip the same 
arrangement was continued* 

Un she 12th August, lTflo* (he Emperor Shalt Alain made a formal grant 
nf the Diwuni. or financial iidrii inistration of Bengal, Behar nnrl Orissa to the 
Company and Clive immediately appointed Jugat Seth Khushal Cband to he 
the Company's hanker. 

The fortunes of the Seths were now on the decline. As early as May Jflth T 
1765 + *hey hail written to Hive in the following strain '* Wind shall we &ay 
or write or how sufficiently complain of our distressed situationf The tyrant 


21. Third Report of Select Comiiiiuw nf ffoui* of Common*, pp. 421, 422, 
22 Fourth Report from th* tifammtttee of 9™*y F p. 120 

23. Fir*t Report of Select Commstte# oi How of Commbii*, p. 319 

24. Third Rrpori nf Select CwunitUsi of Uoubs of C.naiX]Oiia T pp. 3E5, 427. 
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Meer (Jossim causelessly called our lathers from hence in the most disgraceful 
manner, treated them with such violence and oppression as perhaps never be¬ 
fore happened to auy oue even in a dream or in imagination, and unjustly put 
them to death. All the effects they had with them he plundered , and out youn¬ 
ger brothers Set Golaub C-bund and Bah no Mchircbund he carried with him, de¬ 
livered them into the hands of the Mutusadics of the Imperial Court in lieu of 
a very large sum of money. For a long time I hey were kept prisoners and used 
with the greatest severity, and at length a very large sum was extorted from 
them which they were obliged partly to borrow and partly to raise by pawning 
jewels, and they were then released. I'art of this money we have paid oft by 
coining or selling our household utensils and jewels, and we are now distressed 
and emburnssed to find out means for discharging the rest.’ 25 

We dn not possess Clive's reply to this letter but, no doubt the reply was 
an encouraging one and we hare seen that Clive showed his regard for the 
family bv appointing Jugnt Seth one id the Nnwab's ministers and treasurer to 
the Company. On the 24th November we find him writing to .fagot Seth: — 
“ You are not ignorant whnt attention and support I always showed to your 
father, and how cordially I have continued it to you and the remainder of the 
family. Reflect only upon the manner In which I received you and bow e«u- 
atautlr I have given you proofs of my regard, It cannot, therefore, but he mat¬ 
ter of great concern to me to learn that you do not consider Berionsly what 
part you ought to act to establish your own credit and public interest- Instead 
of keeping up to the original intention and necessity of having the Treasury un¬ 
der 3 separate keys, I find all the money lias Iwen lodged with your family in 
your house, and that you have been consenting at least to the farming of the 
Bengal province under the rents I am assured it will bear. 1 am informed also 
thnt you have been pressing the Zemindars to discharge their debts to your 
fathers at a time when they are 5 months in arrenr to the Government. This is- 
a step I can by no means approve of or allow* You are still a very rich House, 
but I greatly fear that tendency you seem to have to avarice will not only turn 
greatly to your disadvantage, but at the same time destroy that opinion I had 
of your inclination and disposition to promote the public good." 26 

In the same year we find that the Select Committee borrowed a lak and a 
halt of rupees from Jugat Seth. 27 * In April, 1766, Clive was again at Murshi- 
dabail. While there the Seths laid a claim before him for between fifty and 
sixty lake of rupees. Lord Clive in consultation with General Caroac and Mr. 


23. lyjntr’s Selections from Unpublished Records, p 416- 
33, Long’s Selections from Unpublished Records, p 413, 
27, Long’s Select tons from Unpublished Record*, p. 461, 
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Sykes, decided that the Government were not responsible for JO Inks of this 
which had been lent to lFir T F?ifar for the support of the military officers of Mir 
Jafar but 21 Inks had been lent to Mir Jafar for the support of bis and the 
English army and they decided that this claim was just and reasonable* They 
recommended to the Council that this sum should be repaid, ball by the Com¬ 
pany and half hj the ffawab, within the apace of ten years.28. [) n May I6ih. 
l + GBp the Court of Directors in sending their approval of this nr rangement, ad¬ 
ded lf family, who have suffered so much in our Cause* are peculiarly entitled to 
our Protection.*^ 

Before Lord Clive left India in January* IT67 t he is said to have offered 
Jagut Seth Khuahal Chand a yearly pensiuu of three lots of rupees which 
the latter declined. As Clive bad said they were still a rich bouse and 
three Inks of rupees might still be considered a comparatively insignificant 
sun- by Jugal Seth Khuslud (baud. There may have been signs that 
the years of plenty were coming to an end but if so, he paid no heed to them. 
We are told that his expenses amounted to a Ink of rupees a month. In addi¬ 
tion he made large donations to the Jain tempies on the sacred hill of Partm- 
nath in Uazarihagh. 44 The oldest and most celebrated temple there is thought 
to have been built by them. The images within bear a Sanscrit inscription, 
showing that they were placed there in 1768 by Shuogal Chand ami 
Uoshiyal Chand. This is the temple now maintained by the panekayat of 
Murshidabad merchants. In a temple on the slope of the hill the images all 
show by their inscriptions that they were consecrated in I7G5 by Shuogal Chaud 
Jagat Seth; and each one of the many gumtia or petty shrines, which are scat¬ 
tered over the hill, purports to have been consecrated by the same man, who is 
apparently a brother of Khnshnl Chand. Another of the three chief temples 
is inscribed with the date lSlfi t and the name of Hup Chand Jagat Seth; and 
this apparently is the only temple still kept up at the expense of the family. 
It is stated to be in connection with the Digambara sect of Jains, but it is uni¬ 
versal ly acknowledged that the Seths themselves used to belong to the rival 
sect of Svetarabaras, 1 ' 30 

The lean years were heralded by the great famine of 1770, which carried 
off one-tliini of the peasants and mined two-thirds of the old aristocracy of 
Lower Bengal.® Then the allowance which the Seths received as ministers of 


33. Lang 1 * Selection* from Unpublished Itarord*, p_ 4J7 r 
29 . Fourth Report from tbs Committee of Secrecy p. 122. 
30- Huntor'd Statistical Account of Brog^E, IX p. 264, 

Si. Hunt*r K Annul* of Rural Bengal, p. 56. 
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the Nawab was stopped andy& and when, in 1772, Warren Hastings transferred 
the Government Treasury from Murshidabad to Calcutta the Seths ceased to be 
the bankers of the Company. Whether the prodigal expenditure of Ehushal 
Chant] exhausted the accumulated treasures of the family cannot he known for 
certainty, The story preserved iu the family states that these were kept buried 
in the earth by Ehushal Chand and that death came upon him with such sud¬ 
denness that he was unable to disclose the secret of the hiding place. He died in 
1783. His only son had died four years before him and after the death of this 
ion he adopted Uaralkh Cbnnd who succeeded him. 


3£_ Fourth Repgri from the ComQHUcc of Secrecy p. 120. 
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CHAPTER 5. 

’ CONCLUSION, 

When Warren Hastings was on hiR last tour to Upper India previous to 
his departure fur England we are told that be rereived a petition from K Inis ha I 
Chand praying that be might be re-instated in his hereditary office of receiver 
and treasurer of the Government revenues and that the Governor-General re¬ 
plied u your father rendered very important services to the British Government 
and for its establishment in the East; should it please God, on my return from 
my tour your wishes shall be fulfilled." When he returned he found that 
Khusbal Chand waa dead and his adopted son Harakh Chand was a minor. The 
Governor General expressed great sorrow at the news of Khushal Chand’s 
death and at once interested himself in behalf of Hurukh Chand, He wrote to 
the Xawab Mubarak-ud-daula :—■“ Nnwab Sahib of exalted rank and dignity, 
admirer of tEe brethren, may you live long. 

'* After expressing my earnest desire, which cannot be described in writing 
for the happiness of on interview with you, I bring to your kind notice that a 
robe of honour consisting of six pieces, an ornament that is worn on the turban, 
a turban set with jewels, a necklace of pearls, an ear-ring with pearls and a pal¬ 
anquin with frills have been sent by me, through Sir John Duly to the kind 
gentleman, Seth Harakh Chand Sahib. I hope your noble self will be pleased 
to confer on the said Seth the title of Jagat Seth, to give him a seal and to allow 
him the privilege of being looked upon with the esteem and respect that his 
family have received this long time.” 

The Nawab’s reply, dated tbe 11th March, 1784, was as iolows: “ Your 
esteemed letter—intimating that n robe of honour consisting of six pieces, to¬ 
gether with an ornament that is worn in the turban, a turban set with jewels, a 
necklace of pearls, an ear-ring and a palanquin with frills have been sent by 
your noble self to Seth Horakh Chand, through Sir John Daly, a gentleman 
kind and helpful to biB sincere friends; and that myself may confer on the said 
Seth the title of Jagat Seth, may give him a seal and allow him the privilege 
of being looked upon with esteem and respect ns his family has been for a long 
time—having reached here, afforded great pleasure to my heart and gave me 
satisfaction in every way. May God spare your noble self—full of bounty, en¬ 
dowed with excellent qualities, incomparable in fulfilling the wishes of, and in 
doing favours to people high and low—to live long with safety and dignity. 

As the said Seth has been honoured and exalted with the robe of honour I 
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also Lave given him, as desire*! by you, the seal with the inscription Jog at Seth 
llarakb (hand engraved on it.”t 

Thus llimikb Chand was run tinned in the title of Jagnt Seth wit limit any 
reference to the Court at Delhi. 

The translator of the Heir Minaqherin states that during the course of the 
troubles that fell upon Hangul the property of the Seths had been made «w»y 
with everywhere and lie thus contrasts the circumstances of the family in the 
time of tlaralih ('hum) with their wealth in the time of Jagat Seth Fateh Chand 
** Will a Jngatseat now, after having been plundered by the Muvhattas of full 
two Corors in Arcot Itu pees only, give government the nest six months bills of 
exchange for 50, 60 and a UK) larks, payable at sight ?—So far from that, Jngal- 
seni has not been able to pay, but by instalments a bill of 1-10,000 rupees in 
1787.” Harukh ('hand’s pecuniary difficulties are said In have been removed 
bv the inheritance of the fortune of an uncle, Gulub (.'hand, 

llurakh (.'hand was the first of the family who abandoned the Jain religion 
and joined the sen of the Vaishnavs. He was childless and heing extremely 
anxious to have a son he faithfully followed all the ceremonies enjoined by the 
Jain religion in such a case but with no result. At length a member of the 
Vaishnav sect advised him to propitiate Vishnu, lie did so and obtained his 
desire. A son was horn to him whom he named Indra Clumd and three years 
afterwards another son was born who was named Vishnu Chand. Two years 
later he showed his gratitude by erecting the temple which has been described 
in a former chapter. Over the temple is an inscription in Sanskrit which has 
been translated thus: - “There was in the family of the Jugal Seths a pc inn 
named Sumer ('baud, son of .Mahiuh Kni who nas famous throughout the world 
ami possessed wealth surpassing that of Kuveru. Ills son Harukh Chand was 
known for his grout piety and excellence. He became the disciple of lliitua- 
nujft Das, an ascetic nf the Vnishuavn sect, who had come from the Yixidhva 
Mountains anil whose virtues shone resplendent like the moon. Me consecra¬ 
ted this temple to the God I lari us » token of hie gratitude in his preceptor in 
the year 1K5T Snmvot (lttiil A D.) May increased prayers be offered to the god 
at this place. Dated Monday lbs fifth day after the full moon in ihe month of 
Mngb of the Sam vat year 1857." 

A modern wriier is wrong in his conjecture that llarakh ('hand lost pres¬ 
tige among the Jains by hi* change of religion He and his successors have 
Imh-ii respected ns much ns before by the members, of their old religion. 
In fact it is doubtful whether the members of this family ever renounced 

1. Cupid of lb* Peril net dtigiiula d! Inter* «iti PUpplied to th» writer hy Ihe luqd 

or** id Kh ‘ftJLir Fairl Rubbee Khan Itahadwf. Diwan to the Sewib Bahadur of Muralinishid 
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entirely their Jain religion. They continued to perform their funeral rites and 
marriage ceremonies in the manner in which they had been performed by their 
ancestors in Raj put ana and aa all the Oaw&li in the district of Mursbidabad, 
who remained Jains, performed theirs. Not only so but they had their .Jain 
gods;* they paid the expenses incurred for the worship of those gods and even 
worshipped them themselves and listened to the words of the sacred books of 
the Jains. 

Hamkh Ghand died in 1814 and was succeeded by his boo IndraChind who 
became the filth Jagat Seth, Xiuo years later he followed his father to the 
grave. His title of Jugal Seth was recognised by the British Government. 
flis brother Vishnu Chand received the title of Seth from the JT&wnb Nuzicli 
D eler Jang. 

Gobind Ghand, the son of Xndra Chand h was the sixth -legal Seth. He 
is said to have dissipated the remaining wealth of his ancestors. The following 
letter will help us to understand this and at the same time will show that the 
British Government still remem beret! the importance which was once attached 
to the title of Jagat Seth. The letter is Irotu the Secretary to the Government 
of India and is addressed to Si Juggut Seith Gobind Chand.” 

My Esteemed Friend, 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter returning your thanks lor 
permission to use a carriage and four and soliciting ^mc Troopers for the same 
and other matters. 

In reply I nm directed by His Honor the Governor-General to intimate to 
you that it is not usual to allows Troopers, zmd a Sun nod ’s considered unn mi¬ 
sery. 

1 am further directed to inform you that Got eminent cannot interfere 
between you and His Highness the Nauab Nazim. 

Whenever you wish to proceed to Lucknow* and to Gwalior and Hydrabad, 
for which of course you must previously obtain the sanction of the Killing Au¬ 
thorities of those States* a Passport will be granted to you, but it a unusual and 
objectionable on such occasions 215 the present to grunt Letters of Introduction 
to the Residents at the Courts to which you wish to proceed, 

I remain, 

With much consideration* 

Your sincere Friend, 

Council Chamber. (Sgd.) W r H, Mac^agrte>% 

23rd March K 1835- Secretary to the Government T 

* Sc m* warn of gold, SOlUff of iilvfir, icme of rare itooe, r toms* wilh jeweta. Lord 

€ut 20 n who saw them in 1903 rvajorked that toj Old nmr seen such turaotu idols before {Not* by 
head of f&nrily). 
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When Jngat Seth Gobiad Chaad found himself forced to sell the family 
jewels he applied to the British Government for help and was granted a pension 
of Its. 1,200 a month. The letter from the Court of Directors to the Govemor- 
Geneiai rf India, sanctioning the pension, runs us follows: 

t. In your Political letter tinted IStb January (So. 11 lfM : J you transmit 
to us two petitions from the widow nnd son of the late .Jogatselh ludra Cband 
of Murahidnbad representing their fallen fortunes and praying for a provision. 

2. The petitioners are the representatives of the family and mercantile 
firm of Jugut Seth Mahtab Hau whose attachment to British interests and whose 
services to our Government in times when such services were peculiarly valuable 
are mutter of History. 

a. It docs not appear that the present applicants Imve personally any pe¬ 
culiar claim upon us and the decline ni the family seems to have been owing 
uh much to mismanagement us iu any unavoidable cause. 

4. In acknowledgement however of the former merits of the House to¬ 
wards tile British Government we acquiesce in your recommendation and that 
of Major-General lloper, the Agent at Murshidubad, for the grant of Ha. 1,200 
per month to the present head of the family, Jagat Seth Gobind Clmnd. The 
family should tie informed that the grant is for life only." 

In 1S44 Gobind Gbauds cousin Seth Kiasen Gbaud, the win of Beth Vishnu 
Ckand, atm applied fora provision. The Court of Directors, however, replied 
*■ When we granted a pension of its. 1,21X1 to Gobind Cband, it was with the 
intention of providing for the family and not for the individual and ns it ap¬ 
pears that GuIj iml Cband has no children we think he ruuy reasonably lie ex¬ 
pected to set apart a portion of his stipend for ike support of his cousin, 
However Jagat Serb Gobi ml (‘hand continued to hold the pension entirely ut 
his own disposal until towards the close of 1858 when the Lieutenant- Governor 
of Bengal, in spite of the earnest protests of the Governor-General's Agent at 
Murshidubad, directed that ime fourth of the pension should be appropriated 
to Seth Kisaen ('hand. This decision was rescinded the nest year by the Sec¬ 
retary' of State for Iirdia.^ 

The estimation in which .legal Seth Gobind ( hand was held may he judg¬ 
ed from the following fact. At the marriage of the Jfawab Feredun Jail robes 
of honour were distributed to all the important people of M nr sk id abac! the 
value of which varied w ith the rank of the recipient. No one received a robe 
of honour of higher value than that received by Jagnt Seth Gobind, * 4 5 

Jagat Selh Gobind {’hand died in ISb-t. Like many other members of the 

3 ] Despatch oFthe Ccqrt of Director* No. 43 o( 1844 dnt«4 tub November, 1341. 

4, Dcsjutch from. Lhr Secretary of Slate (or India, No. 55, dated 31b November, 1350. 

5. Liii in Rmrd Office at 
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family he ivas childless but in bis lifetime be bad adopted a sod, Seth Gopal 
Chand. The latter and Seth Kiaaen Chain! made u joint application to Govern¬ 
ment in which they asked that Its. TOO of his father s pension might be confer- 
ed on Seth Gopal Chand leaving Its. 500 for Seth Kissen Chand. The result 
was that Govern meal sanctioned a peas ion of Its, SOD per mensem to Seth Kissen 
Chand on the understanding that it was for the support of himself and the rest 
of the family including the widow of the late Jagat Seth Gubiud (hand. Seth 
tin pa] Chand appealed against this decision, first to the Viceroy and then to the 
Secretary of State for India and in the end was offered Bs, 300 per mensem from 
the pension of Seth Kissen Chand. Ah the head of the family he felt it incon¬ 
sistent with his position to accept suets an arrangement. He died shortly after. 

Seth Kiftsen Chant! died in I860, Meanwhile Jagat Sethani Fran Kurnari, 
the widow of Jngat Seth Gobind Chand, had adopted a son named Golub Chand. 
The ceremony of adoption was performed according to the customs prevailing 
among the Oawals and in the family of the Seths and in accordance with the 
Hindu gaslras. Almost nil the Oswfils of the district were invited to be present 
nn the occasion and after the ceremony Golub Chand was considered to be the 
true son of Jagat Seth Cabin ( hand for flindu law makes no distinction bet¬ 
ween an adopted son and one begotten. " It is difficult to impress Europeans 
with the importance of those sanctions which moke the custom of adoption 
so peculiarly sacred. may here be mentioned. In the Sanskrit the divine 

ancient language of India, the word tor son h putfra, and Manu, the highest 
authority for Hindu institutions, says that a son is railed putt.ru because ho i« 
the instrument and the only instrument* for delivering bis father and fore¬ 
fathers from the dread belt named Put: and though ibis derivation has no 
philological value, it explains better than anything that puss inn to have mule 
issue, which is the characteristic of the Hindus, and that unutterable woe which 
oppresses those who die without eitln?r. Among the objects for which a bod 
is wanted by a Hindu is certainly the perpetuation of ihe family, but the prime 
function which a son is to fill is to offer cakes to the manes of ancestors and 
perform those numerous religious ceremonies which are essential to their sal¬ 
vation. This function cannot be performed by any other relative however 
near, and in the case of Jsigat Seth Gobind Chand there was no other rela¬ 
tive who could fill it ii ul i I the adoption of Gnlnb Chand. But this f unci ion is 
filled by an adopted son as well as by a sou of the body ; and neither by custom, 
nor by religion, nor by law is an adopted son in any way different from a non of 
the body/' 4 The legal aspect of the case has been given as follows;- Her 

6- Entitled from a memorial uaade to the Secretary of Stale for India by Ja^at StMb 
Golab Chand 
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Majesty Queen \ ictoria, through Lord Canning in 1353, assured the aaiiva 
princes and all her Indian subjects that any succession which nwv be legitimate 
according to Hindu or Muhammadan Law shall lie upheld and in accordance 
wiili that pronouncement the succession, the state and dignity o£ ninny adopted 
sons of native chiefs and zemindars have been recognised by Government. 
Lord Daihoueie, notwithstanding Lis policy of annexation did not apply the 
principle of lapse in many cases of adupted sons amongst the chiefs of Marwar. 
In the family of Jagat Seth the validity and efficacy of the adoption of Jagut 
Seth Harakh (.hand wos recognised by the Government. 

Hindu law makes no distinction between an adopted son and a son horn 
of the body, (Moyne's Hindu Law. 7th Edition, pp. 314-216, and the autho¬ 
rities quoted therein}, 

Tngnt Set ban i Pran Tiumnri was granted a pension of its. ,100 per mensem 
after the death of Seth Kissen ('hand but when her adopted son approached 
manhood and was being recognised as the bead of the house of Jagat Seth and 
the social leader uf the Oawale, she again memorialised Government to increase 
her own pension or to grant a separate pension to her son. All her efforts were 
unavailing and so. too, were the efforts which Gobind Chand made on his own 
behalf after the death of Jagut Selknui l'ruu Kumari, This occured in 3ep- 
timber 1891, 

Jagut Seth Golab Chand was educated at the Nawab'a iludrassa at 
Mursliidabad. an institution founded under the patronage of the Governor 
General of India and the Aawab Xazini of Bengal for the education of the 
members of the Nizamat family and the admission of Jagut Seth Golab Chand 
to the school kept up the traditional dose connection of the family of Jagat 
St-di with the Nnwah uf Bengal. Go lab Chand was a very’ pious, si tupleheurt- 
ed man and a staunch Jain. He bad four sons and one daughter. Two of hi* 
sons. Jagat Seth Fateh Chand and Seth [Idai Chand survived him. He died 
on the 8th April, 2912, a t Calcutta. 

Jagat Seth Golab Chand was honoured with a visit from the Viceroy, Lord 
Curzon, on the 1st March, 1902 which was thus described in the page of “ the 
Englishman ” of the 3rd March : — 

" His Excellency the Viceroy and suite visited the dwelling-house of Jagut 
Seth at Mahimapur on his way back to Azimganj at about 2-30 tm. to-day. On 
arrival at the gate the Commissioner of the Presidency Division alighted from 
his state carriage and int rod need Jagal Seth and walked into the enclosure. 
His Excellency carefully inspected the ruins of the old Jain temple consisting 
of detached columns and arches made of granite being specimens of Jaina Bud¬ 
dhistic sculpture, and was greatly interested. Ht then proceeded to the Hindu 
temple made of China bricks in 1801. The Viceroy next inspected the family 
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documents edmibting of firmans granted by the Emperors of Del lit to the 
ancestor of the present Jagat Seth and rare gold and silver coins from the loth 
century downward, as also some jewels and a valuable idoL When leaving 
a nuzziir of ten gold moliurs was offered,, which His Excellency touched and 
returned. A garland of gold lace was then presented and was kindly accepted. 
His Excellency in honouring Jagat Seth has honoured the whole Qawal 
Community/' 

It was on this occasion that Jugal Seth Golab Churnl presented the Inman 
of the Emperor Farrukheiyar t conferring the title of Seth nn Fateh Chund. 
to the Victoria Memorial. Other distinguished visitors to the house of the 
Seths were Sir John Wood bum, the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, Lord 
Kitchener; who was then Commander-in-Chicf in India and the members nf 
the Historical Society of Calcutta. 

Jagat Seth Ixolab ("hand was succeeded by his eldest son Seth Feth Chand 
who is generally recognisked by his fellow-countrymen us the Sth Jagat Seth. 
He lives a short distance away from the ancient home of his ancestors for w hen 
he was u boy ihe great earthquake of I89G hurled to the ground the part of the 
house that Ihe scouring of the Bhagiraihi had spared. His father then built 
the new r house which he called + * Jagat Seth's House/' Blocks nf brickwork 
which once formed part of (he old house still .drew the hank of the Rhagira- 
thh A few r remnants of the old walls ana still visible hut the site is almost 
covered with jungle. A short distance down the river large blocks of masonry 
can again be seen—the ruins of the Jain temple built by Munik Chand when 
the family first came to Murshtdubad. This temple was once adorned with 
finely covered columns and arches of touchstone—fit stone for u banker's 
temple. These were rescued from the river's maw and are to form the chief 
adornment of a new plain temple of which Jagat Seth Fateh Chand laid the 
foundation stone in 1913. Early in 1914 he proceeded to Ajmir to celebrate the 
marriage of his brother, Seth ITdai Chand with the daughter of Seth Bridhimul 
Lorah, son of Dewan Bahadur Seth Umedmul Lorah of Ajmir. He was wel¬ 
comed by the Uswals from all parts of Rajputana as their recognised bend—in¬ 
deed the family oi Jagat Seth claim to be the recognised head of the Jain com¬ 
munity in India. In bis community the priests of Jagat Seth are honoured 
above other priests. He himself, ta the principal guest at their gatherings to 
whom they pay nazar and for whom they reserve the seal of honour or H mas- 
mid/’ 


7. The black# of tmchitone were brought from Gour, the ancient- capital of Bengal So. 
olhet temple made of touchstone it found in any part of India (Soles by timd of family,] 

38 
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APPENDIX I. 


Genealogical Tree of the Jagat Seths. 


Siap Raj 
Akhay Raj 
Karam Chand 
Hiianand 5aho 

I 


Sc ill Ma c'i] k Chand Gi>Uh 

| 

Jagai Selli Fateh Chand {by adepUtm) 


Nanak Chand Ameer Churnl 


Sadanam 


id Dip Chand Gabor dWi 


t - 

Seth Aiiand Cliand 
Jagat Seth Mahal ah Ra-D 


\ 


Seth Dyii Chand 
Maharaja Swamp Chand 


Maharaja UdwnE Chand Seili Abhoy Chand 


Seth Maha Chand 


Maharaj JUrat Chand Seth DuYhal Chand 


.1 


J agat Sc lb KhLhal Chand 


Jagat In dm 
Gulab Chand 


Seth Sutnir Chand 


Seth SukhaJ Cliand 


Jagat Seth Harakh Chand {by adoptim) 


Jugal Seth Jndm Chand 

Jagat Seth Gobind Chand 

Jagat Seth Uolap Chand {by adaption) 


Seth Bi^tn Cluand 

Scih Ki?sen Chand 


I 

j a gat Seth Faleh Chan d 


Seth I .'day Chand 
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APPENDIX II. 

Translation of the Hindi Note-book preserved in the family with additions to 

the presmt day. 

Hirananda Saba was an inhabitant of Nagore. He left Nagore and came 
to Patna on the third day of the new moon of the month of Baisak in the Sam- 
vat year 1703, He died at Patna in the Sam vat year 1768 on the fourth day of 
the full moon of the month of Mag. He had seven boos Seth Manik Chand, 
,N'anok (.'hand, Ameer Chand, Sudanand, Guberdb mulcts, and Dip (.hand. He 
had also a daughter whom he gave in marriage to a «<m of Bui Tdaichund. 

Seth Manik Chand had two wives. He received the title of “ Seth " from 
the Emperor Muhammad Parrothsiyar on the 8th of Dilbaj in the (bird year 
of his reign. He died in the fourth year of the reign of this Emperor on the 
tenth day of the new moon of the month of Mag corresponding to the Samvat 
vear 1771. He had no son so lie adopted Fateh (.'hand a son of Bat Cdui Chand 
in the Samvat year 1T57- Prom this time the hoy lived with Seth Manik 
Chand at Dacca. When Hrabid Kuli Khan made Murahidabad the capital 
Manik t'hand accompanied him and settled at Mahimapur in Murahidahad* 
When lie died Ids remains were placed in the Muoibag, 

.Ingot Seth Fateh Chand married a daughter of Ilai (Man-hand of Agra. 
After Huccecding Seth Munik ( hand he obtained the title of ** Seth " from the 
Emperor Farrafch»iyar in the fifth year of his reign at Delhi. In the fourth 
year of the reign of Muhammad Shah he was granted the title of “ Jagat Seth ” 
The reason why he received the title of Jagat Seth was this: — There was a great 
famine at Delhi and when the Emperor ordered him to bring relief and to take 
a duna (pan given to those present at the durbar as a mark of honour) he res¬ 
pectfully prayed that it might be publicly announced ibot bund is should l»e cir¬ 
culated freely. The Emperor agreed to bis proposal and proclaimed that those 
who wanted money should write hundis and obtain money. So the famine dis¬ 
appeared and money was plentiful in the city. The Emperor was highly pleas¬ 
ed and conferred the title of Jagat Seth on Fateh Chand in return for his ser¬ 
vices. After that he returned to IIurBliidabad and died in the Samvat year 
1801. His remains were placed in the Jagat Ilisram. He had two sons Selb 
Ana ml Chand and Dya Chand. He had also two daughters. 

Seth Anaud Chand was horn at Patna- He received the title of Seth from 
the Emperor Muhammad Shah in the fourth year of his reign. He died be¬ 
fore Ids father. Tie had a son named Mull tab Bao. 

Jagat Seth Mahtab Ban was confirmed in the title of Jagat Seth by the 
Emperor Ahmad Shah in the fourth year of his reign. He had four sons Khu~ 
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shal Chand, Gulabebund, Suinerehand and Sukbalchand. He bad also one 
daughter, fie was killed by Mir Kasim in tlie Samvat year 1820 on the tenth 
day of the lull moon in the month of Aswin. 

Seth Khushal Chand was I>oni ai Dacca on the fifth day of the new muon 
of the month of Btiudni in the Samvat year 1810. lie was confirmed in the 
title of Seth by ike Emperor Alamgir 11 in the Hijri year 1170. He was con- 
finned in the title ol Jagat Seth by the Emperor Alamgir 11 in the sixth year 
cl bin reign. He died in the Hijri year I19G- lie had a son named (rokaU 
chand who was horn in the Samvat year 1815; but he died in the presence of bis 
father in the Samvat year 1836 at the age of 20. Seth Golabchand received the 
tiile of Seth from the Emperor Shah Alain in the Hijri year 1173 in the first 
year of hi? reign. He obtained ibe title of Jagat ludra in the Hijri year 1196. 
He died on the eighth day of the new muon of the month of Brnisak in the Sam- 
vat 1853. He hail no sons, 

Seth Sumer Chand received the title of Seth from the Emperor Alamgir 11 
on the 2nd Rabi-ul-Awid in the sixth year of his reign. He died on the second 
day o* the new moon ol the month of Bbadra in the Samvat year 1838. 

Seth Snkliol Chand received the title of Seth from the Emperor Alamgir 
11 in the sixth year uf kil reign. 

Jagat Seth Harokh Chand was born on the third day of the new moon 
of the month of Hag in the Samvat year 1828. He married a daughter of 
Hnkum Chand Mahanat of Aziniganj* tie died on the eight day of the full 
mocjq of the month of Asar in the Samvat year 1870. Me had two sons named 
Jugal Seth Imlrti Chand and Seth Bissen Chand. Hontkh Chand was con¬ 
firmed in the title of Jagat Seth by the British Government during the 
administration of Governor-General Warren Has tings through Mubarak- 
ud-daula the Kawab Kasim of Bengal, Behar and Oriasa who presented him 
with a seal containing the words “ Jagat Seth” in the year 1784, 

dngat Seth [ndta Chand was born in the Samvat year 1852- He married 
a daughter of Itai Sing SInghee. lie died on the fourteenth day of the new 
moon of the month of Hag in the Samvat year 1879, He had only one son 
naine£ Jagot Seth Gnbind Chand, The mother of Jagat Seth Gobind Chand 
died on the third day of the month nf Agruhan in the Samvat year 191G that 
is the 12th December 1859. 

Jagat Seth Gobitid Chand was born on the tenth day of the full moon 
of the month of Aswin in the Samvat year 18G7 + He married a daughter of 
Ilurakh Chand Buka of Buluchar in the Samvat year 1882. He died on the 
12th December 1864 at 4 a.ii. He had on fiom He adopted a boy named 
Gopal Chand. The British Government granted him a pension of R s . 
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a. month on tbe 1st July 1843 during the administration of Lord George 
Auckland, 

Seth fliasen Cband waa bom on the eight day of the full moon of tbe 
month of Falgoon. on Wednesday, in the Sam vat year 1855. He received 
the title of Seth from Detar Jung the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, Debar and 
Orrisa in the Hijri year 1221, He died at three in the morning on the 
eleventh day of the new moon of the Bhudra in Rangmehal Palace. He had 
only one son named Seth Kisseu Chand. 

Seth Kissen (.'hand was boro on the third day of the month of Mag in ibo 
Sam vat year 1873. He was granted the title of Seth by the British Govern* 
ment under Lord Willim Ikutinck though Humayan Jah the Nawab Nazim 
of Bengal, Hebur and Orissa on tbe third day of tbe full moon of the month 
of Mag in tbe Sam vat year 1890. ile received a pension of R», 800 after the 
death of Jagat Seth Gobi ml Cband. He died at Bcnarea on the thirteenth 
day of the new moon of tbe montb of Jnith in the Sam vat year 1030. He bad 
no son. 

Mabaraj Gopakliund was born on (be fifth day of the new moon of the 
month of As win in the Sam vat year 1896 and was adopted on the 23rd Janu¬ 
ary 1845 AD. He obtained the title of Mabaraj from the Emperor Bahadur 
Shah with a gold umbrella on tbe eleventh day of tbe new moon of the montb 
of Falgoon in the Samvat year 190!). He died on the fifteenth August in 
1SG2 A-I>. at 9 r.M- He bad two sons the eldest died in his presence and tbe 
younger was named Gupkhand- He was offered a pension of Its. 300 which 
he tliookiully declined, 

Seth Dhokalchand received the title of Seth from the Calcutta Council 
on the 13th A gmltan 1228 Hijri. He bad a son and a daughter whom he gave 
in marrige to the son of Tlnrakhchand Sethia. 

Gupicband was born on the 12th December 1878 A.D. on Friday. He 
died at the age of twelve in the presence of Jagat Seth Gobind Chnrnl and Seth 
Ki&sen Chuud. 

Jagat Seth Golub ('hand was bom at Bikanir in Rajput ana on the 29th 
November 1867. He was taken as an adopted son by tbe widow of Jagat Selb 
Gobind (’band on the third day of the new moon of the month of Huisnkb 
iu the Snrubat year 1935. He married a daughter of Jnychond Bald in tbe 
Sambot year 1941. He bad four sons of whom the youngest died in his 
presence. Tbe eldest, Jagat Seth Fateh Chand, succeeded him. Lord Curzon 
paid a vUit to the old and new bouses of Jagat Seth od the 1st March, 1901, Sir 
John Wondhurn on the 4th August, 1901 and Lord Kitchener on the 7th March, 
1908. He wm* a staunch Join. He died on tbe 7tb April, 1912 at Calcutta. 

29 
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Jagataethani Pran Kurnari, Ike wife of Japat Seth Gobin ('hand, died on 
the fourth day after the full moon of the month of As win at -1 in the morning 
in the Sam vat year 1947. She wna granted a {tension of R<*. -100 by the British 
British Government aftei- the death of Seth Kis=eii Chand. 
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APPENDIX 0. 

A Copy of H, H. the Nawab Humaynn Jab's Durbar List. 
(from IS" 12 am at Records) 

Left-hand side. 

1. Nawab ftolat Jang* 

(grandson of Nnwab Mujafnr Tang—Kalb-i-Niiim). 

2, Seth Bissen Cband, 

(representative of Jo gat Seth}. 

3- Diwan Raja Udmant Sing, 

(Diwand-Nkamai* Ancestor of the Maharaja of N&shipur)- 

4. Naib Biwan-i-Nizarmit. 

5. Mofit- Muhammad Maizuli Khan Saheh. 

6. Maharaja Emit Singha, 

(grandson of Maharaja Swarnp ChandJ, 

7. Seth Dbutaleliaud. 

8. Raja Hamath Kumar, 

(of Cassimbnzsir). 

9. Rai Girdhari LftJh (Diw&n4-Deo5ry), 

10. Bai Hari King* 

(D i won -Henry X a wab Begum). 

11. itai Girdliari Dali, 

(VakEI-DXizamat, Calcutta}* 

12. Bijoy Kriito Raz* 

(non of Raja Mah&nand, son of Raja Gurudaii, 
son of Raja Nand Kumar)* 

13. Mahasaychandra X a my an BangadhikarL 
a ad others. 

APPENDIX 4. 

A (ropy of H. H. the JTawab Ferednn Jah ? e Durbar List. 

(from Nizauiat Records). 

Lef t-hand aide, 

1. The Hon'ble Sir. Turn son, 

(Agent of the Governor General at Mursbidabad)- 

2. Maharaja of ljanngar. 

{An independent chief). 

3. Sir John Shore. 

4. Jagaf Seth Gobind Chand, 

(grandfather of present Jagat Seth), 

5. Seth Ewan (.'band, 

(representative of junior branch). 






APPENDIX 5. 

EXTRACT OF THE FORT WILLIAM GENERAL CONSULTATIONS, DATED 29TH JANl'RAftV 1772, 

H>r. Statement 0f the Debt due to Jugget Sect, showing how much of it has been [paidj to this day. 
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APPENDIX 6. 

In the Name of the Holy ami the Esaltfd [Gotl). 

Mohammad Jahnn Kbah Bahadur Hudslitih Ghar.i, son of Saheb Qima 11 
Abdul Fath Nasiruddm, son of Shah Alum, son of Alamgir, son of Shah 
Johan, son of .Fulumgir, son of Akbar. son of Humuynn, son of Unbar, son 
of Omar Shaikh Shall, son of Abu Svud fthnb, son of Sultan Mohammad 
Shah, sun of Miron Shah, son of Amir Taimur Saheb (liran, 11113 ltijiri. 

Farrnan of Mohammad Nasiruddin Abttl Fath, Badsbtih-i-Ghazi, 

At this time near unto victory and closely allied to happiness, the world 
obeyed command of sunny lustre receives the honour of issue that, from the 
Court uf E tern ill Sovereignty, Seth Fatah C It and, — with the award of the 
title of Jagat Seth as hereditary distinction and the bestowal of magnificent 
rubes of bunnur, an elephant and a pearl ear-ring,—and bis aon, Auand Cband, 
with the title of Seth as hereditary distinction and the gift «f robes of 
honour and a pearl ear-ring, — have boarded the treasure of trust and dignity. 
It is proper that tbe civil and ministerial officers, and all the pen-men of the 
present and the future, living within tbe aforesaid Protected Territories should 
write Jugal Seth Fatah Cband as also designate his son Seth Anaud Cband. 
They should deem this imperative from the side of His Glorious Majesty. 
Written on the 13 th Its jab, in the 4th year of tbe Exalted Deign. 


APPENDIX 7. 

Translation of a Persian letter from the Governor-General Warren 
Hastings to Mobarak-ud-Daflla Bahadur Nnwab Nuziiu of Bengal, Delia r and 
Orissa. In the year 1784. 

Nuwab Saheb of Exalted rank and dignity admirer of the brethren may 
be safe and sound. 

After expressing my earnest desire for a happy interview with you which 
cannot he described in writing, I bring to your kind notice that a robe nf 
honour consisting of six pieces, an ornament that is worn in turban, a turban 
set with jewels, a necklace of pearls, a ear-ring with pearls and a palanquin 
with frill's have been sent by uie through Sir John Daly Sahib to the kind 
gentleman Seth nurruck I hand Saheb. 

I hope your nobleself will bo pleased to confer on I he said Sett the title 
Jagat Seth to give him seal and to allow him the privilnge of being looked 
upon with esteem and respect as his family has been for a long time, 

(Sd.) Warren Hastings. 


30 
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APPENDIX S. 


Government of Bengal:, Political Department. 

From—The Uou’hle Mr. J. H. Kerr, CI-E., I.C.S., 

Offg, Chief Secretary to the Govern merit of Bengal. 

To — The Commissioner of the Presidency Division. 

Calcutta, tlie 17th January, 1916, 


Sir, 

1 am directed to refer to the correspondence ending with your letter 
No. 429 J, 1\, dated the 27tb November. 1915, regarding the correct method 
of addressing Fateh Chond of the Jagat Seth Family in the district of 
Murshidubud. 

2. In reply, I am to say that the Governor-iu-Cnmicil is pleased to recog¬ 
nise the long standing practice of his family and accordingly to direct that 
he should, in future, be addressed in official correspondence as " Jagat Seth 
Fateh Chond " without the prefix " Babn.” T nm to request that he may he 
informed accordingly, etc. 

y. Etc. 

1 have, etc.. 


(Md.) A. Cassells. 

For, i liTg. Chief Secy, tn the Govt, of Bengal. 


MEMO. SO. 24J.P. 

Commissi oner Offioc, Presidency Division. 

Dated, Calcutta, the 24th January, 1916. 
Copy forwarded to the Magistrate of Mureltidabad for information with 
-reference to his letter So. 2000, dated fed November, 1015. for communication 
to Jagat Seth Fateh Clmnd. 

By order 
(Sd. 1 ) A. Islam, 

Personal Assistant to Commissi oner. 

21 - 1 . 


MEMO NO. 24 J.G. 

Dated fhe 24th January, 1016, from the Com miss toner of the Presidency 
Division. 
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MEMO. NO. 5610 G. 

M u rsh ulabnd, Col 1 ector ate. 

Dated Berlin mpi ire, the ■4th February, 1916. 
Copy together with u copy of the enclosure forwarded to Jagut Seth Fateh 
Chond for information. 


(Rd.) M. Bing. . 

For Collector 

4t'2-16. 


APPENDIX 9. 

Thacker’s Directory, 1865. 

Mufus&il, p. *204. 

Mutsbiduluid, in Bengal. 

Native Residents. 

1, II. H, Mtmsoorally Khun Fereiloon -lab. 

Nnwnb Nazim of Bengal, 

At Miir&hnlubnd. 


XL Nawub Sufderfllly Khan Bahadur. 

III. Nawub Syed Zuffu rally Khun Bahadur. 

I V, Xawab Aaiwally Khan Bahadur. 

V. Jaget Seth Gobi ad ('hand, 

(Grandfather of the present “ -lagat Seth ")- 


VI. Hajah Ketter ( Hand, (Naehipar). 
VII. Ilnjkissen liny, (CassimhoBar). 
VIII. Ranee Shymasundaty, 



Thacker's Directory 
for 

Bengal. N. W. Province. 
Aim a nee. 


-i—I 

Home Dept. 

the Govt, of India. 


Calcutta 
Home* Dept. 







Pistorg of % <Holfcge of Jfort 

man III. 

( C&rrfinutd from VoL AMY/.) 


The question of the continued existence of the College ol Fort William 
was again raised at this time iq consequence of a letter from the Accountant- 
General (H. Wood. Esq f ) in which he stated his Opinion that Government 
would he wise to advance the amount of the debt contracted by the Salt Agent 
nt J&seore under certain conditions* on the security of a policy on Ids life. 
Mr, Wood went on to charge the College of Fort William with being Hie 
muse debts contracted by young civil servants during the first six months 
of their residence in Calcutta. Mr. Wood openly advocated the abolition of 
the College on this ground, and proposed that young civilians should be spared 
this temptation to extravagance by being sent immediately on arrival to some 
Mofiistdl station. In order not to lose the Linguistic advantages of the College 
Mr, Wood recommended that the qualification in two languages exacted by 
the College of Fort William should be required from students at Hertford 
College as an indispensable acquirement to entitle him to quit the College, 

He considered that u the same proficiency which in now made by Civilians 
in the Native Languages in this country might be more cheaply purchased 
in England, for the average expense of the College during the past 5 years 
including the rent of the Writers 1 Buildings has amounted to 158,508 which 
at the exchange of 2 shilling* the rupee amounts to £15,850 per annum* 
for which on the average about L9 individuals have been returned fit for the 
active duties of the Sendee/ 1 Mr. Wood estimated that by teaching these 
languages at Hertford College instead of in India an annual saving of 
£Mi 150 would he effected. A Bernini km by the Governor-General in Council 
deplored the pecuniary embarrassments of Civil l Servnn1s and expressed His 
Excellency's determination to do all in his power to put a stop to the practice 
of borrowing unhappily so prevalent- His Lordship was entirely disposed 
to adopt the suggestions of the Accountant-General for the relief of these 
gentlemen who were involved in debt, by authorising advances to the extent 
which may be covered by Life Insurance subject to the payment of interest 
at 4 per cent, and to an annual repayment of one-tenth of the principal sum 
in addition to the premium on the policy, these payments to be made by 
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deductions from salary. In cases wLere these deduction# would not leave an 
adequate annual income Ills Lordship in Council was prepared to make acme 
special arrangement- In conned ion with this resolution all officers of the 
Civil Service who might wish to avail themselves of it were expected to inti¬ 
mate their wishes to Government within two months submitting at the same 
time a schedule of their debts. 

The Accountant-General's letter was also sent to the College Council 
Jar such remarks as the President and Members might wish tn offer. Loup 
minutes were recorded by the College Council upon the conclusion arrived 
ut by Mr. Wood and the premises upon which it was bused. 

Mr. flaringtcm the President agreed that the temptations to expense were 
greater in Calcutta than they could be in a Mofussll station, but he did not 
think that exemption from debt would be secured to young civil servants bv 
sending them to ilofussil station immediately on arrival in as much as the 
principal part of the expense incurred was inevitable unless a civil servant 
brought with him a credit from his friends in order to meet the cost of hi* 
first equipment. lie consequently could not see any sufficient reason for 
a Wishing the College of Fort William in the admitted existence of this ten¬ 
dency to run into debt, which was by no means certainly attributable to the 
College itself. Mr. Hfirington also doubted whether the linguistic advantages 
of the College of Fort William could be equally well obtained in England and 
at a less expense as alleged by Mr. Wood. Arabic and Sanskrit might per¬ 
haps with advantage be learnt at Hertford, but not the vernaculars, and it 
was highly expedient and merited recommendation to the Honourable Court 
of Directors that the students at Hertford should be restricted to Arabic and 
Sanskrit as far as respects their studies in the languages of Asia. (December 
291 h, 1824.) 

Mr. W. ii. Baylcy’s minute agreed in the existence of general indebted¬ 
ness of civil servants, hut attributed this t« the insufficient allowances of the 
civil servants on first arrival. While the scale of allowances was the same 
as* that fixed by Lord Cornwallis 35 years before, the conditions of life and 
the state of society had so far altered as to render the original allowances fur 
from sufficient, la the days of Lord Cornwallis ii was the custom for young 
civil servants to be received as guests by some resident family in Calcutta, 
while on removal to the Mufussil he was almost as a matter nf course accom¬ 
modated in the house of the gentleman to whom he was attached as an ass in¬ 
fant. " With very rare exceptions,'" be says, " the young men are now com¬ 
pelled both on their first arrival in Calcutta and on their proceeding to the 
interior as assistants to maintain an establishment of their own.” Such an 
31 
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establishment was necessarily expensive and as nn part of the salary allowed 
wus payable until two months ami a half after their arrival, young men 
were compelled to eon tract debt unless some separate provision had been itiotlo 
by their parent or friends to meet the expenses of their first establishment 
To this first inevitable debt Hr. Bayley traced many instances of hopeles* em¬ 
barrassment and Home even of ultimate ruin and disgrace. Removal to the 
Mu fossil would in n« way meet this initial difficulty and life an the College 
tended rather to modify than to aggravate the evil, by virtue of its discipli¬ 
nary restraint, Mr, Bayley, therefore, could find in Mr. Wood's remarks no 
ground for abolishing the College of Fort William. JFe also traversed Mr, 
Wood's suggestion as to the expediency of tenchitig the native languages in 
liiy College at Jlaileybury, 

Mr. Holt Mackenzie's minute was long and rather discursive. He had 
waited for Hie receipt of reports regarding the debts of civil servouts and 
these led him to agree that the excessive debt were mainly, If not enlinfcly; 
attributable to residence in Calcutta in the early days of service and lie could 
not conceal i min himself the large share of Maine attributable to the College 
of Fort William. However* Mr. Holt Mackenzie considered, that by incon- 
Niderfihli? rhnnges in the system according to which the (Civil) service won con¬ 
stituted ul! the evils knight be avoided ami all the ad vantages secured. The 
first change nf sysiem advocated by Mr. Mackenzie was ihe detent ion »*f civil 
servants in England until the age of 21 and the restitution of conditions of 
service which would virtually ensure u selection f> f men above the average 
m talent and acquisitions, .He refers to Lord Wellesley's original niinuie on 
i[jc fuundntion r^i rise College in support h if this contention, bin remarks that 
Lord Wellesley laid undue stress upon the importance of civilians coming 
tu India at un early age and also lost sight nf the jealousy with which his 
proposal to give certain advantages to ihe possesion of Collegiate Honours 
from the Collage of Fort William would be regarded in England. Mr. 
Mackenzie's proposal amounted to this. Keep men longer at Jlaileybury and 
n less time at Fort William but do not uboliyh that College. Mr, Mackenzie 
advocated die institution of a prize of <SOO rupee* to every student who might 
dating the voyage to India master some moderately easy oriental work: or be 
found on his arrival to have reached a given standard of proficiency. 

He furl her recoin me ruled the re-establishment of the public table with¬ 
out imposing any strict cibligaiion of attendance, and In furnish the Writers* 
Buddings for student#, so as to save their expense at the outset uf their Indian 
career. 

His last recfrnitnendaiioii was the enactment nf special legal measure* 
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tn restrict the lending ol max WJ to civil senTUits* Mr. 11 b ringtail in a minute 
of April 1st on Mr. Mackenzies minute opposed the restoration of the public 
table. 

Mr, W_ B. Bayley referring {in a farther minute dated April 2nd) to 
Mr. Mackenzie^ minute mentions that the list of debts showed 12 individuals 
of ]pss tkun IG years' service whose debts amounted on an overage to 1,20,000 
rupees. This state of things was the rule not the exception in the civil 
service. These 12 individuals bad on ii general overage been attached to 
the College for upwards of ‘3 years while their contemporaries who were free 
from debt had left the College {ie., cpialified for the Public Service } in less 
than half that time. This fact Mr. Bay ley considered shewed plainly bow 
idleness and extravagance go band in hand attd manifested the importance 
of strictly enforcing the rule requiring the removal into the interior of any 
young man who after a I rial of two months was found mil to be making due 
progress in his studies. If the strict enforcement of discipline should not be 
found to reduce the tendency to incur debt Mr, \Y B, Bayley would advocate 
the abolition of the College if in the full persuasion that nn advantage^ which 
can be derived from it will be sufficient to compensate for the hopeless embar¬ 
rassment and state of dependence to w hich one half the service appear to be 
now subjected; 5 Mr. Bay ley was not in favour of restoring the public table. 

The list referred to is to he found at page 117 of Proceedings Yob X The 
lifti comprises < h J2 civilians referred to by letters A to Z and A A to All. uf 
these X who was :JG months in the ('allege owns in a debt of 2 7 d3,000 rupees 
(£23,31111 j so that ilie allegations made by Mr Wood were fully justified even 
if his argument* as to she influence of the lullege were not exact. 1’hc.se 
mmutes were referred to Government on She 141 li* April. 1825, and the tie- 
n- inn «t Government is contained in a letter of tlie 21st April of which the 
funeral lenour is ns follows Wbile recognising (he inducements to con¬ 
tract debt to which the junior civil servants wore exposed while attached to 
the College, 11 is Excellency did not think it indispensable to abolish the 
Gnllege, but in liis anxiety to maintain it 11 is Excellency had anxiously 
directed liis attention to the expedients which might be devised for securing 
a continuance of its benefits while at tin* «»m* time preventing "those mis 
chiefs which so lamentably detract from its acknowledged usefulness.’ 1 The 
causes of this contraction of debt were recognised to be:—1. The allure¬ 
ment of the rapital. 3. Emulation in expense culled forth by vanity, ‘1. 
The facilities offered for anticipating ibe fulfilment of the promising pros¬ 
pects of young civilians, -t. The circumstance of their receiving no pay 
till ten weeks after arrival in India, 
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As prodigality is the concomitant of idleness the remedy for this lay in 
the hand* of the College Council who were in future to apply strictly the 
rules prescribed in the Sixth Chapter of Statutes providing lor the removal 
of students after two months of unsatisfactory progress. To meet unavoid¬ 
able sources of indebtedness His Lordship in Council sanctioned advances of 
about two or three thousand rupees to 0113 " newly arrived student really in 
need of pecuniary assistance p to be repaid, without interest, by moderate in¬ 
stalments. The provision of furniture lor the rooms in Writers" Buildings 
was also sanctioned under the charge of the Secretary to the College, students 
being held responsible for the due cure of the furniture. His Lordship in 
Council did not consider the restoration of the public table advisable on the 
ground of economy, considering that its salutary effects would be in no 
degree com mens urate with the burthen it would entail on the funds of Gov¬ 
ern ment. The other recommendation, id-,* the restriction of the oriental 
studies at Haileybury College to Arabic and Sanskrit, the institution of the 
reward of 800 rupees for work clone on the voyage, and the restraining of loans 
to civil servants, were to he submitted for the consideration of the Honourable 
the Court of Directors. „ 

With reference to the appointment of Lieutenant Hugh Todd of the 
21 st. Native Infantry to officiate as an Examiner in the College, the Council 
suggested to Government that it would l>e advisable to fix a period within 
which an officer ko appointed should qualify by obtaining two degrees of 
honour as required iiy the Statutes, and in the mean time that he should not 
be allowed to draw the full emoluments of the office. At the request of Gov¬ 
ernment upon this reference, the College Council recommended a period of 
imi more than three months from the date on which the officer might com¬ 
mence the discharge of hi* duties as officiating Examiner to be fixed for the 
production of the degrees of honour requisite to his confirmation in it* and that 
bis salary during the period he might officiate be not more than one half of 
the fixed allowance, (!Bh Mpy p 1826). This was approved by Government 
( 12 th May, 1825). 

W. Thacker A Co. of Si. Andrew"* Library were asked by the College 
Council to sell on commission 100 copies of a new edition of the Prera Sagur 
with vocabulary at 2 d rupees a copy. {24th May. 1825). 

Mr. W. B. Bayley wan appointed President and Mr. A. Stirling member of 
the College Council Wee Mr. J. fcL Harington who had succeeded to a seat in 
the Supreme Council. (28th April, l82o) + 

On the 4 th May, 1825 the College Council addressed the Government 
upon the subject of u proposal by Captain Macau to publish a collected edition 
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of the CJ Shah Xaniah of Firdfmaee.*' They lay stress upon Ihe necessity for 
providing o really trustworthy edition ansi refer to the untimely discontinuance 
of file edition caw me need by Dr. Lumsdeu rm accouut of the heavy and un¬ 
certain expense which his propolis involved. Captain Macon's present pro¬ 
posal was, they said, entirely free from uncertainty as in time or expense ami 
the cost of the whole edition would be so small in comparison with the edition 
projected by Dr, Lumadeii that they strongly recommended its publication. 
They also pointed out the altered condition of affairs since (he prohibitum uf 
the continuance of Dr. Lumsden's proposed edition and emphasised llie impos¬ 
sibility of producing a work of this nature without public aid. The offer 
made bv Captain Macau was to collect all the available manuscript copies at 
mi estimated expense of seven thousand rupees and iu engage that should he 
nut he able m publish it himself he would give up the corrected copy to Gov¬ 
ernment on condition of receiving (rani Government a subscription for one 
hundred copies at one hundred and fifty rupees a copy should the publica¬ 
tion id the work be ultimately sanctioned by the Fuurl of Directors and com¬ 
pleted under Ids superintendence* Tie College Council concluded by strongly 
urging the Government and the Honourable Court to embrace this oppor¬ 
tunity of securing the reputation to be gained by the publication under the 
exclusive patronage of this noble work. (Letter dated 4th May, 1825), 
Captain Macau asked for three years in which to complete his task. The work 
was to be comprised in it volumes large quarto of 55(1 pages each volume and 
in the last volume was to be added u life of the author and if leisure permitted* 
some observations on the poem. The edition was to consist of 500 copies 
uf which the total estimated expense was 25,000 rupees of which 7.000 rupee* 
were for the expenses of collection and 18,000 rupees for printing at the 
Min-don Press, The Indian manuscripts were in Captain Macau's opinion use- 
le?* r Of eighteen which lie had examined not one was to be relied on even 
for the two couplets together. Two Persian manuscript* of the Shah Xamnli 
af old date were promised him from Delhi* he hud borrowed another which 
hud belonged to the late Prince Jahangire. A fourth Persian copy was 
expected from Benaras and two Captain Macau possessed in his own Library 
The College Library possessed two copies written in Persia and a third written 
in Arabic, Three copies were obtainable by the aid of Government from the 
Library of the Ring of Qudh and one perhaps the oldest and beat in India from 
the Library - of Xawah Huber Jung at Murshidabod. These latter copies Cap- 
lain Macao could procure by his own influence but thought it would be attended 
with some advantage* were it known at the Native Courts that the Government 
had undertaken to publish this great National Poenr 

Government sanctioned the collection of these manuscripts on the 12th 
32 
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May, 1825* but felt conatramed to refer the question of publication to the 
Honourable Court. They also objected to the price fixed by Captain Macau for 
the subscription copies. The College Council replied that it was to the Govern* 
men! subscription alone that Captain Macao must look to guard him against 
loss* and said that this patronage implied encouragement* not simple barter. 

The correspondence is well worth reading. It will be found at pages 145 to 
162 of Proceedings YoL X. 

Un the 16th June 1825 the College Council submitted to Government re- 
presentations based upon the reports of ihe Secretary and Professors of the Col¬ 
lege regarding the measures advisable to check the extravagant habits of the 
students and to maintain a more efficient system of discipline. These recom¬ 
mendations were as follows:—-(1) A loan nol exceeding 4*000 to be granted by 
Government to any student who might arrive in the country unprovided with 
fund* oj with u sufficient credit or who from muse* which the College Council 
might consider sufficient stood in need of pecuniary assistance. This loan was 
to he granted free of interest and was to he repaid by deductions from their pay 
in hUeh proportion as might leave them on income of 600 rupees a month ami 
no inure until the whole debt was discharged. 

[2fr That HJ or 12 sets of rooms of the Writers' Buildings should be plain- 
3y furnished at the public expense. 

i li That ii certain scale of establishment and equipage (fixed with Gov¬ 
ernment approval (20th October, 1825 i by the College Council sit : 

One Buggy, one Palankeen* one Buggy horse, one Saddle horse* twn Snesea, 
two grus^f'uttcrs. one set of hearans a cook, KliLiDHainau, Khidmutgur. Masai* 
i hie, Tailor, Dhobee, Huxharn, Mehtar. The expense of all the.se should not 
exceed 150 - rupees si mouth, (Proceedings X. pp. 324-325) and should be laiil 
down as sufficient lor the reasonable rotnfort of students and any equipment 
beyond tbi* scale should he strictly prohibited subject io the penalty of imme¬ 
diate removal from Calcutta. 

(4 i Prohibition of expensive enfertainruenls, racing aud hunting, and other 
pursuit? obviously leading to consideruble expense, The discipline proposed 
was of a domestic nature and the Government stood in a parental relation to 
the Junior civil servants. 

Should these principles be appro vet! by Government the College Council 
would submit a draft of such rules and instructions as appeared to them suffi¬ 
cient. The restrictions most be precise and definite in order to enable the 
a officers of the College and the College Council to enforce them with efiert. 

The College Council also proposed eight months as the limit of residence 
in the College except when a student had been delayed in his studies by ill 
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health. An exception was also lo be made in the case of a distinguishell stu¬ 
dent who might desire to stay longer at the College lo obtain a more intimate 
acquaint once with the native languages. 

ilptjnn was also recommended to be given to proceed at once to Mofusail 
Stations instead of becoming attached to the College. 

The College Count'll were prepared to draft a new chapter of Slat utes em¬ 
bodying these rules should they meet with approval. 

To enconmgc intercourse between students and the College officers the 
Council recommended that the salaries of the Professors and- the Secretary 
should be restored to their former standard, or fulling this that an equivalent 
sum should be at once granted them as a Table Allowance, I he Council con¬ 
cluded by pointing out that were it made evident that extravagance and peCU- 
n'ury embarrassment were considered as a bar to promotion ami discouraged in 
this way by Government, it would be far more effectual than nil rules in cheek¬ 
ing extravagant habits among the students, 

Tiie College Council in anticipation of the sanction of Government em¬ 
ployed Air. Revest re to furnish 12 sets Ilf rooms at all estimate of 1-MS nipees 
per set. As each set of rooms was allowed 12 chairs, a conch, a set of dining 
tables, three aide tables, three teapoys, a bonk case, and a couch col with 
mattress, pillows ami china gauste curtains trimmed at the bottom with silk, the 
students could not mm plain. Indeed in view of the hub its of economy it was 
desired In encourage, the provision of 12 chairs and a large dining table does 
not see in very logical. 

On the June Government agreed to Hie proposals of the College Coun¬ 
cil with the exceptions of the limitation of the period of attachment to the Col¬ 
lege and the option in he given of going at nure to the Mofusail. neither of 
which was in the opinion of Government desirable, 

Government, however, declined to restore the salaries of the Professors to 
ihe former standard, but agreed to restore the salary of the Secretary Captain 
Kuddell to its former standard of 1,000/- “ in addition to the established com¬ 
mutation for military allowances when this responsible appointment is held by 
a Military t tfficer.” Captain Etuddell also held the post of Superintendent of 
the Madrissah on IKK) a month. Government further signified tbeir intention 
of rigidly exercising all the means in their power to repress extravagance among 
the students- Accordingly the Eighth Chapter of Statutes was drafted and re¬ 
ceived the approval of Government on the 18th. August, 182&, 

The question of throwing open the College Library again came before ibe 
College Council upon whom Government called to draw up regulations for that 
purpose with a view to its being carried into effect. The College Council in 
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their reply (Proc. Vul. X. page 217) expressed a doubt a» to the extent to which 
the orders of the Honourable Court were intended lo apply. Was it intended 
that responsible persons should be permitted to visit the Library and consult 
bocks there? II so, such provision already existed. It no the other hand, per¬ 
sons were to be allowed to borrow hooks from the Library, the Council feared 
great loss and inconvenience. The Library had already sustained great loss 
and by leading books ti> persons not in the service of the Company. In 1824 
the number of books nut on loon was 1284 of a value of 38,335 rupees, tlf tbe^e 
onlv 875 volumes had been restored or paid for but the remaining 409 volume* 
must be considered ;i- li dead loss. The present care of the Library prevented 
the recurrence of similar looses, under the restricted privileges, but the Coun¬ 
cil feared that under a general license to lake out books the occurrence of simi¬ 
lar losses would be inevitable. 

It seemed lo 1 hem doubtful whether any plan could be devised which would 
answer better than the existing plan. Left unshackled by formal rules Hie Sec¬ 
retary find Librarian would sufficiently meet all the wishes of the rending por¬ 
tion of the community and attempt to regulate wbat should be a matter of grace 
and favour and consequently of discretion would be attended with loss, trouble 
and disappointment. It appears from a letter written by the Secretary ( a plain 
It Liddell on the 241 h August, 1825. that n Catalogue Raisodee was at that time 
being prepared, but uu Imre of any such work now remains, either in English 
or any oriental language. Captain Huddell was strongly opposed to any throw¬ 
ing open of the Library to the general public and with excellent reason as hi* 
letter shews (Free.: Vol X, pages 281-2881. 

In accordance with the expressed wish of Government the Examiners 
(Lieutenants Gordon and Todd) were requested by the College Council to pre¬ 
pare an English translation of that part of the catalogue in Persian containing 
a description of the Arabic and Persian works belonging to the College which 
would be delivered to them for the purpose as it was finished by .Maulvi Ikrnm 
Ali. The Council would recommend them to Government for « suitable reward 
for this service. 

At pages 21)2-29.1 Proc. X, appears a list of bonks presented by the College 
of Fort William to the Asiatic Society under date 12th September 1825. On 
the IOth < Irtfiber, 1825 Mr, E If. Wilson wrote tn Government proposing to 
publish a series of translations of original Sanskrit plays and asking for the sup¬ 
port of Government, The College Council upon this letter being referred to 
them for opinion, gave Mr, H. E. Wilson's proposal their strongest support tmd 
rero tn mended Government to grant Mr. Wilson 3,000 j * t» enable him lo print 
bis translations, in return for which grant, lie should be required to furnish 
fifty copies. 
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Captain Kuddell appointed to officiate as Examiner during tie absence of 
Lieutenant Todd with kb Regiment on active service (10th. November, 1825)* 

Messrs- Frederick James Holliday and G. T- Lushing ton were the first 
junior civil servants to mil themselves of the loan of 4000 on the 9 th Xu vein- 
ber 1825. The loans were disbursed by the Secretary to the College Council. 

Captain Kuddell on the 22nd. Xovember applied for permission to join his 
Ihgiment the first European Regiment which wag under orders to proceed to- 
flarcls Agrah and to continue with it until it might appear expedient to allow 
him to return to the discharge of his duties in the College. Government, how¬ 
ever, declined to give Captain Rudd ell the permission he sought ns his services 
could not be spared. 

The quarters in the Writers* Buildings ten in number selected for the ac¬ 
commodation of students were ready on the 12tb December 1825, Students 
who proposed “ to chum together were requested to inform the Secretary, 
The Oriental Institute at St, Peter&burgh applied through the Russian Ambas¬ 
sador to the Honourable Company for certain oriental works. 

In June 1826 Government subscribed lor 100 copies of a collection of pro¬ 
verbs called Babudui^hon by Xilruiun Haider—in English, Latin, Bengali, 
Sanskrit, Persian and Arabic, The book was published at the Seram pore 
Press in 1326. 

On the 4th August 1820 Government sanctioned the subscription for GO 
copies o! a Persian version of the Qumus propose! to be printed by Maulvis 
Abdur Rahim and Qazim AH of Hie College of Fort William at 200/- a copy. 
On the 10th. August, 1826 Government sanctioned a subscription for 100 
copies of the Fatuwa Ahimgiri proposed to be published by the General Com¬ 
mittee ol Public Instruction at 50/- per copy. 

On the 4tb August 182G Mr. Henry Shakespeare was appointed President 
of the College Council and Mr r H.- G + Christian a member of the Council of the 
College of Fort William* 

The Asiatic Lithographic Society of Park Street, Chowringhee, wrote on 
the 24th July I$26 proposing to print the Dumil Mukhtar and Fusul-i-Imahee 
and asked for the patronage of the College to the undertaking. The College 
Council recommended to Government a subscript ion for 100 copies and this was 
authorised on the 17th September, 1826, Issued in 1327. This Library pos¬ 
sesses one litho copy of the Fusul Iiuadee but none of the litho copy of the 
Durrul Mukhaiar- O! the latter work this library has only a copy printed at 
Hooghly in 1846, 

On August 17th 1826 Mr. P. Breton, Superintendent Native Medical Insti¬ 
tution,, presented to the College a copy in Hindustani of his Treatise on Mineral 
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Poison*-Receipt acknowledged August 23rd 1826. Also on the Stli Novem¬ 
ber, 1820, Dr. Breton presented n “ Posclogieal Table ” translated into tbe 
oriental languages.' 1 Receipt acknowledged 14 November, 1826. Alsu on ihe 
l'Jth June, 1827, Medical tracts translated into Hindustani on Vegetable 
Poisons and tbe organs of generation. Also on November 20th. 1827, a treatise 
on Dislocations in Hindustani, Hay ldtli, 1828, Anatomy of the Urinary 
Organs-in-Hindustani in the Persian and Xagree elm met era. 

Pages 682-664 Proceedings Vol. X contain a list of books trans 1 erred from 
the Library of the Collage of Fort William for the rise of the Government uf 
Bombay (December, 1826). 

Government purchased the remainder (123 copies) of Dr. Lumsden's Ara¬ 
bic Grammar (published nt 32/-) at 10/- a copy (30th October 1826). In Nov¬ 
ember 1826 the quarters occupied by the professors and examiners »«„ Nos. 3, 
17, 18. 12 of the Writers’ Buildings were ordered to be vacated with a view to 
their being furnished for tbe use of students a larger number being expected to 
nrrive shortly to join the College, In consequence of this Captain Price and 
Lieutenant Ouseley applied for compensation either ns an increase of salary or 
as an equivalent in the shape of house rent. The College Council recommend¬ 
ed u grant of 200 - a month to each of the professors and examiners who re¬ 
side in Calcutta, vis.. Captain Price and Lieutenant Ouseley, Gordon and Todd, 
from the 1st November, 1826. Government, however, declined to accede to 
Ibis recommendation. On the 4lb December, 1826, the College Council for¬ 
warded to Government a prospectus for a new translation into English from the 
original Persian of Mahomed Kasim For i shin's History by Lieutenant t.Vil, 
John Briggs, Resident at Sattara. (Proe.: X, 61&-C21). Government in reply 
authorised a subscription not exceeding sis guineas a copy for ten copies of the 
work. 

On tbe 1st February 1827 Captain It ml del) proceeded to Hurshidabad to 
examine the students at the College recently established there, and obtained 
leave of absence till 1st April. Lieutenant H. Todd appointed to officiate as 
Secretary. On the 7tb April copies of certain oriental books were supplies! 
from the Librmry of the College for despatch to Fort St, George for the use 
of the College and other institutions. Upon the departure of Lieutenant 
Gordon for Europe Captain Ruddell offered himself to perform the duties of 
the vacant office of Examiner, and this arrangement was sanctioned 19th April 
1827, 

Proceedings XI, pages 89-92. List of Books sent from the College for the 
use of the civil examination Committee, Bombav. 
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Munsbi Yusuf All. aged 69, having served *ince the first foundation of 
the College, was granted a persion of 20 a month on the 10th May 182' on 
account of total blindness. 

Captain Price was awarded ft*. 1,000 honorarium for assisting Mimshi 
Tarini Charnu Mittra in editing the Hindee and Hindustani selections (31st 
May, 1827). Captain Macau on the 8tb May, 1827, reported the completion of 
his collation of the manuscripts of the Shah Namab. The seven thousand 
rupees authorised to be paid to Captain Macau on the completion of this task 
was paid on the 24th May, 1827. 

Glass sashes were sanctioned for 79 windows of tbc Wrileire’ Buildings at 
a cost of 38-8 each, upon the representation of the College Council to Govern¬ 
ment of the beat and discomfort caused by the want of them- At the same 
time a representation was made to Government that the accomodation in the 
Writers’ Buildings was insufficient for the wants of the College. I be College 
Council applied to Government for permission to rent suitable quarters, at ibe 
rate of lot) per mensem for each individual- This was sanctioned on the 14lh 
June 1827. Messrs. Alexander & Co., Agents for the Loudoun Buildings 
expressed their willingness to let them lo Gove rumen l at 250 sicca rupees u 
mouth for each bouse without furniture and if Government desired would 
put them in a fit state to be immediately occupied. The letter continues 
"“The Buildings now vacant are Nos, 2. 3 nnd 4, Hastings Street, 8 and 9 
facing the Government House, Nos. 12 and 13 of the South Range facing the 
Treasury nnd we expect that No. 5, Hastings Street and 16 South Range will 
be also soon vacated which can be reserved if desired by the College Council.' 
Upon the report of the Secretary Nos. 2, 3, 4, 8, 12 and 13 were reserved fur 
the College apartments and the furniture originally put info them was valued 
at 650 per set of rooms. The rooms were engaged from the 20lb June, 1827, 
at a furnished rental of 275 a month. Messrs. Burn & Co, were engaged to 
lit up the quarters. About this time Writers' Buildings were struct bv light¬ 
ning and injured and in consequence lightning conductors were fitted to the 
building by Mr. Harwell the Landlord. 

On the 9th July 1827 the College Council addressed Government upon n 
proposal made by the Asiatic Lithographic Society to print lbe well-known 
Arabic Medical Work named “the Moojte” wdb a commentary on the same 
called the Sudeedee (Proc: SI. pages 207-219) and recommended Government 
to subscribe for 100 copies at 20 rupees a copy. Sanctioned 16th August 1827. 
This sanction was apparently withdrawn on the 12th September 1S27 (See 
Proc: SI, page 386) and the wort was ordered to be printed under the auspices 
of the General Committee for Public Instruction. 




103 


BEX GAL - PAST & PRESEXT. 


Du the 121 b July 1827 Haulvi A Mur Utahim applied to the College Council 
far assistance It) publishing an Arabic Grammar in Persian 1 lie material for 
ivhit'll he had been engaged in collecting since 1809 anti it formed she ground 
wot k for Dr. LumsdeiDs Arabic Grammar of which only one volume wai pub¬ 
lished. The publication of this work was strongly recommended by the College 
Council who advised Government to subscribe for a hundred copies at 22 a 
copy. (Sanctioned 16th Augeat 1827)* 

Government also authorised a subscription fur 200 copies of the Evvd. 
Mr. Tnte'fl Introduction to HMus|ni at seven rupees per copy. (I9th July 
1827 K 

The accounts of the College in the year 1826 to 1827 shewed a saving 
of £6,500/-. On the 25lb July Captain Unselcy* Professor oi Arabic and 
Persian, applied for distance in the discharge of his duties in consequence 
of the increase in the number of students. The College Council addressed 
Government on the subject recommending the appointment of m Assistant 
Professor. The number of students in the Persian class was 44, a number fur 
beyond Die power oi any one to instruct properly. These were taken In divi¬ 
ded classes between the hours of 9 am. and 4 p.iu* without intermission. 
Government* however, refused to accede to Captain Unseley's request for the 
appointment of an assistant professor, (Letter 2nd August, 1827)* 

At this time a difference arose between the College Council and their 
Secretary with reference to the procedure for granting loans to students. The 
President considered the procedure far too lax, and an encouragement to junior 
civil servants to incur a debt. He, therefore, instructed the Secretary to send 
in a certificate with each application for the loan* to the effect that be had 
personally satisfied himself that the loan was necessary and that the student 
was aware of the obligations its acceptance imposed upon him. This the 
Secretary objected to on the ground of want of time and ibe President 
(J|r. Shakespeare) referred the matter Lo Government for decision with 
the minutes of bis colleagues. Mr. Melon? dissented from tbe President's 
opinion that the loan should be made in driblets the expenditure of which 
wns to be checked by the Secretary. To this Captain Euddell had quite 
reasonably objected us tending to destroy the confidence which had always 
existed between him and the students and exciting in their minds jealousy 
and distrust of him. He proposed, however, that the student asking for the 
loan should append a statement of his real requirements and of the way in 
which be proposed lo spend the advance if granted, !Te deprecated any in¬ 
terference of a vexatious nature. 

Mr, Macnagbten considered that seme regulation was necessary to counter¬ 
act tbe thoughtless tendencies of youth and guard the students against taking 
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B loan which they did not really require, to their future embarrassment. 
Soma preliminary enquiry should be made and some admonition expressed. 
Every student, lie remarked, came out provided with a letter of credit of from 
£IG0 to £500, ami yei, in only two cases since the institution of the loan, had 
it not been availed of. Every student should be requited to state explicitly 
what was the amount of his credit 

Mr, Macnnghten supporter! the President and could not attach any weigh i 
to the objections urged by the Secretary, 

At this distance of time, reading Captain Rudd ell's letter one cannot but 
feel that his objections were entirely valid and that both Mr, Shakespeare 
and Mr. Macnaghien were swayed by prejudice iu their minutes. (Captain 
ItuddelTs letter occurs at pages 240-253 l 1 roc.: \ cd, XI). In his opinion hunt¬ 
ing was responsible for the neglect of study and want of discipline. 

Captain Ruddell certainly made out a good ease, and one’s sympathies are 
entirely with him when he concludes by asking for an increased salary to be 
in some degree adequate to the duties of the Secretory, iu addition to uii 
Assistant Secretary and Librarian- 

Government, however, decided against Captain Ruddell, and refused to 
appoint nn assistant Secretary or to increase bis salary. They, however, sug¬ 
gested tbut one of the Examiners might retrieve him of the charge of the 
Library and of the students’ furniture. Lieutenant Todd was asked to take 
these charges and refused. The College Council returned io the charge over 
the question of the refusal of Government to appoint an assistant to the Pro¬ 
fessor of Persian and Arabic and also supported Lieutenant Todd in his re* 
fnsal to take charge of the College Library and to assist the Persian Professor 
on grounds they approved. Captain Onseley hud pressed upon the Council 
the absolute tmpossibility of his performing bis duties singlehnnded, the more 
so as in consequence of the newly instituted system of examination in England; 
the next hatch of candidates who had not been at Hertford might 
be expected to be wholly ignorant of the Persian character. Mr. Shakespeare 
objected to this letter going to Government and wrote a minute against it to 
accompany the letter. He was evidently a man who thought that it was the 
policy of Government to get as much as they could for their money irrespective 
of all considerations of justice or expediency, 

Mr, Mncnaghten wrote a strong minute of dissent from the President s 
cpinion in support of the position that an assistant Persian Professor was 
essentially necessary. Coming from a scholar of such high attainments this 
expression of opinion should have had great weight with Government, Slr. 

Muiony concurred with Mr. Macnaghien. 

34 
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The Government* however, took the view of the President i probably on 
the ground o! economy i and directed Lieutenant Todd to ass«at Lieut. Ouseley 
by giving two lectures ill the week to 41 portion of the student*. Government 
also declared that it was desirable a second Examiner (in the place of Lieute^ 
mint Gordon) should he appointed as soon as possible and requested the Col¬ 
lege Council to furnish a, 11 list of the Military" Officers formerly attached lo 
the College who are qualified according to the statutes to fill the appoint men tJ* 

On the IStli October, 1827 Mr, Molony wai permitted to resign his office 
as member of the College Council and Mr. Stirling resumed the position thins 
rendered vacant. 

On the 12 th November* Lieutenant J, A. Ay ton offered his services to 
the College for the purpose of nseeritiining the contents of a larger collection 
of manuscripts purchased for the College Library by Mr, Hodgson of the 
Nepaul Residency. There were 127 volumes described by the Secretary na 
■ s ponderous.” (Pages 346-350 Proc: XI). Lieutenant Ay ton's offer waa 
referred to Government, Neither Captain Price nor Dr. Carey who were 
referred to for their opinion, seemed to think Mr r Ay ton should be given ac- 
ce&s to the book** in order to enable to form some judgment of the task and of 
his competency to perform iL It was finally decided that Mr. Ayton was not 
competent to the task and his offer was declined. 

On the S2nd November, 1$27. Lieutenant I. 0. Becket was appointed 
as Examiner in the College but resigned after a few months. On the 17th 
January, 1828* the Reverend T. Proctor was appointed to officiate ns art 
Examiner in the College on half allowances. It does nol appear from the 
records that Mr, Proctor possessed the statutory' qualification^ for the office. 

The Honourable Court In August, 182*. had written declining in sanction 
the proposed subscription for 150 copies of Mu can's Shah Namuh. On the 
19th December Captain Macau wrote to Government and informed them that 
His Majesty the King of Oude intended to subscribe for 150 copies of the Shaft 
Nam ah. In acknowledging tbb letter Tlis Lordship in Council gave permis¬ 
sion to Captain Macau to receive the proffered subscription and said that they 
were aware of no objection to this act of munificence being recorded in ike 
preface to the work. (Proc : XI, page 461). 

On the 4th Februoryj 1S28 a further contribution of oriental works was 
made to the University of Copenhagen through Dr Wallick. Proc; XL page 
469 . 

On the 6th February, 1828, a completed catalogue of the Arabic, Persian 
nod Hindustani Books in tbe College Library in four folio volumes was sub¬ 
mitted for the inspection of Government by the Secretary to the College 
Council with 0 request for ti Treasury order for eleven hundred rupees* of 
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-n-bicli 300, - was to be paid to ilaulvi Ikram Ali, and 300 * to ilunsbi Malio- 
med Saka for their labours in connection with tie preparation ol the catalogue. 
Tlie catalogue was returned on tbe 14 th February, with tbe treasury order. 
The system of advances to students was discontinued by tbe order of Govern¬ 
ment on tbe 5th June, 1828, (Froc: XL 560j, Finally discontinued loib 
August, 1833, In u public letter dated 10th December, 1827. Lie Honourable 
Court of Directors again raised tbe question of tbe early if not immediate 
abolition of tbe College on tbe grounds of tbe extravagant habits leading \» 
indebtedness which tbe students bad been shewn to contract there. These 
disadvantages in the opinion of the nondurable Court fur outweighed any 
advantages shewn to be derivable from tbe continuance of tbe College, T pon 
tbe receipt of this letter tbe College Council called for an expression of opinion 
from tbe various officers. These were generally strongly opposed to tbe abo¬ 
lition of the College although tbe Secretary Captain Huddell wrote a rather 
glaring indictment of tbe whole system of discipline. 

In submitting their opinions for the information of Government the 
College Council stated that measures might be deviated to improve the exit¬ 
ing system- The Governor-General before deciding upon the general question 
called upon the College Council for n statement uf the specific measure* they 
would recommend. The College Council replied that in their opinion the exist¬ 
ing system of tbe College neither required material alteration nor was it suscep¬ 
tible of any great and extensive improvements. Tbe College was not justly 
chargeable with the evils imported to it by the Honourable Court of Directors, 
although in some minor details its disciplinary system might admit of modifi¬ 
cation and amendment. Since the date of their former report greut improve¬ 
ment had taken place and the Council were now able to affirm that the College 
was in as high a state of efficiency as it could ever reasonably be expected to at¬ 
tain, They advocated, however, the introduction of Home penalty intermediate 
between n reprimand and expulsion. With a view to the better control of the 
students they advocated also the allotment of permanent quarters in the Wri¬ 
ters' Buildings for some of the Professors and Examiners. They also wished to 
propose that a volume of Persian selections should be prepored but were unable 
to do so in consequence of the orders prohibiting any proposals involving in¬ 
creased expenditure. They also recommended tbe substitution of quarterly for 
the two-monthly examinations, also that the period of stay in the College should 
be extended to twelve months. 

In August, 1828, lhe Reverend Hr. Proctor, acting examiner, obtained a 
fiogree of honour in tbe Persian Language. On the 4th September Hr, Proc¬ 
tor applied to be permanently appointed in spite of tbe fact that he bad not ob¬ 
tained a Degree of Honour in a second language. He hoped that his knowledge 
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at Arabic and Hindee might be accepted as equivalent to the Degree o! Honour 
in a second language (Bengali I which he hoped to obtain before long. While 
fully accepting the College CnunciPs assurance upon the question of Hr, Proc¬ 
tor's ability and industry. His Lordsliip in Council declined to deviate from 
the rule under which the award of a second degree of honour was made a con¬ 
dition precedent to any person's obtaining the permanent appointment oi Exa- 
miner* (12th September, 1838). 

In February 1839 the Secretary to the College Council in applying to Gov¬ 
ernment for a f urther grant of IIa. 3,000 to defray the cost of manuscripts (Ne¬ 
palese and Thibetan \ purchased by Mr. Hodgson for the College Library, recom¬ 
mended that for the present no further purchases should be authorised of these 
Manuscripts as there was already a large number in the College Library lying 
tin deciphered. Government approved of this procedure (6th February 1829). 
in 1828 the system of upcouutry examinations was instituted, the oral portion 
being taken by the local committee and their report together with the written 
exercises returned to the College Examiners, 

On the 2nd June 1829 Government decided that with a view to more effi¬ 
cient control of the students of the College, all the writers whether stationed 
in or out of Calcutta should be placed, until duly qualified, under the superin¬ 
tendence of u single officer subject to the direct authority of the Governor-Ge¬ 
neral in his capacity of Visitor. The Secretary was accordingly vested with 
the immediate control of the students whether stationed in Calcutta or in the 
mnfussxl. The Secretary was empowered to admonish the offenders and was 
ordered in report all ofEeucea of an aggravated nature to the Visitor for further 
action. Upon all other points not connected with discipline the Secretary was 
to report os heretofore to the College Council and obey their orders. 

The Governor-General in Council had also determined to recommend to 
the Honourable Court that all writers who might prove incorrigible should be 
suspended and sent to England, with the option of being transferred to the Mi¬ 
litary Branch o! the service, 

On the31st July 1829 the 4 ' Hodgson M collection of books and manuscripts 
in the languages of Central Asia were with the sanction of the Governor-Gene¬ 
ral in Council to be transferred to the Asiatic Society, On the 31sl the Secre¬ 
tary o| the Asiatic Society, Mr ILH. WtUon, informs the College Secretary that 
the manuscripts cim received info the Society's Library at any time which 
may be convenient. On the 6th August 1829 the Civil Finance Committee 
wrote through thfcir Secretary Mr, X, H. Banncrman calling for a statement of 
the several officers attached to the College of Fort William H explanatory ol the 
duties required from each, and to furnish at the same time any suggestions, 
facts or documents calculated to assist their judgment in considering whether 
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nn'I in what degree the expenses ol the Institution are susceptible ol reduction 
without countervailing dismlvantage,” So suggestions could be offered. 

On the 19th August 1829 Lieutenant G. T. Marshall, Interpreter, Regi¬ 
ment Native Infantry, was reported fully qualified for the appointment of Mili¬ 
tary Interpreter. 

i Jn the 36th July 1320 Mr, II, II. Wilson wrote asking the College Council 
to favour him with a copy of each work published under their patronage to be 
presented to the Royal Asiatic Society in England. (The list of these books 
occurs at pages 536-537, Proc, XII). The Reverend Mr. Proctor obtained 
a Degree of Honour in Bengalee on the 29th September 1829 and was confirm¬ 
ed in the office of examiner on the loth October of the same year. 

On the 23nd September 1829 ten copies of Colonel Briggs’ New English 
version of Perish tu's History were received into the College Library, with a 
Copy of his Shah Xamali and enquired whether the College intended to sub¬ 
scribe for a few copies of the work, “If, however," he proceeds, it should be 
necessary to obtain the sanction of Government for this purpose, 1 request no 
application may be made as Government has already declined patronising the 
work mid I knve u« wish tu submit to the mortification of further refusal" 
The College Council m reply regretted their inability to purchase more than 
two copies of the work and agreed to take two additional copies in exchange for 
certain books selected by Captain Macan. Among these was the Diwan-i- 
Shums-i-Tiibriii which the College Council could not spare ns their Library pos¬ 
sessed only one complete copy (There is no copy of work in the library now 

1902). 

On the 2$tb January, 1830 the College Council sanctioned the purchase of 
ten copies of Mr. Lewis Du Costa’s translation into Hindustani of Tytler’s Ele¬ 
ments of General History, in sheets at 25 rupees set. This was subsequently 
completed by the translation of Dr. fare’s Elements of General History (Proc: 
XIII, page 89). 

At pages 696-697 Proceedings Vol. XII occur two letters of more than 
ordinary interest each addressed to the Secretary of the College. The first is 
without date, and is as follows; — 

Sir,—Having a Brother at Eurnaul, I tun anxious to proceed to that sta¬ 
tion with another brother and sister who have accompanied me from England, 
I will therefore feel particularly obliged if you can obtain permission for my 
so doing, as I shall thereby tic saved the necessary expenses attending my stay- 
in Calcutta and as I Lave already studied the languages with my Brother he 
may be of assistance in my further prosecution of them. 

I have the honour to be, etc., 

(Signed) Jons L. Lawhesce. 


35 
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The secum] letter which bears date Calcutta, February Ilth, lS30 r 

Sir, 

Being very desirous that my Brother Mr. John Lawrence who has lately 
arrived from England a9 a writer, should accompany me up to KurtmtiL I will 
feel obliged by your obtaining permission for his so doing. My only motive in 
making this request, is my belief that f will be of advantage to my brother 
both in pecuniary way and with respect to his studies, as I purpose reading villi 
him and from my experience may be of assistance to him. 

I have the honour to he* etc* 

(Signed). ILEsrtx il. Lawee.vce, 
Lieutenant Artillery. 

John Lawrence was admitted to the College of Fort William on the 10th 
February, 1830* He was bom 4tb March, 1811, at England. Appointed 1827- 
Ar rived 10 th February, 1830, Studied Private School (Xo + 737, Ad missions of 
students Yd 3.) 

The brother referred to in John Lawrence's letter above quoted, was George 
Lawrence, I cannot say who the sister waH. 

A reply was received from Government dated 2nd March 1830, permitting 
Mr. John L. Lawrence to proceed to Kurnaul to study the oriental languages 
under the superintendence of hia Brother at that station, Proceedings Yol. XI11. 

In 1630 the Governor-General Iu Council acting upon the suggestion* of 
the Civil Finance Committee determined to make a radical change in the sys¬ 
tem of the College of Fort William. It was announced to the College Council 
in a letter dated the 23rd February 1830 that Government had decided to dis¬ 
continue the Professorships together with the situations of the mimshis and 
pandits attached to these officers respectively, and to confine the establishment; 
of the College for the future to a Secretary and two Examiners with the requisite 
number of pandits and munshia under the Secretary fur the instruction of the 
students. It was further proposed to the College Council that in view of this 
contemplated reduction it would be right to offer to the senior officers of the 
Institution the option of accepting one of the offices of Examiner, and in ra*e 
of their acceptance dispensing with the junior officers. After some represen¬ 
tations on the port of the various officers of the College! as to the hardship I hey 
would severally suffer by the new arrangement, it was finally decided by a re¬ 
solution dated May 4th 1830, General Department, that from the 1st Tune 183ft 
the three Professorships of the College of Fort William shall be abolished and 
lectures to Ike students shall be discontinued. That from the same date Dr. 
Carey receives a pension of 500/* rupees per mensem payable at ihe General 
Treasury'* That a third examiner be appointed to the College on a salary of 
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GOG rupees per mensem! and ibut the three examiners be Captain Price* Lieute- 
nant Unseley and Lieutenant Todd, Captain Price applied u> be allowed to 
retain the allowances be held as PrufessOT* bn I the College Council declined to 
forward his application in view of the positive orders of Government. The 


following Miinshis and Pundits were discharged from June 1st with 
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The Reverend Mr. Proctor's services were dispensed wilh from Tunc 
1st. Captain Rnddell remained in the office of Secretary, In order in some 
degree to compensate for the discontinuance of instruction in the College, ihe 
Council directed that from the 1st June students at the Presidency should be 
required to attend the examinations in the language they might lie studying 
once si fortnight at the College HaU when such exercises both written and oral 
should bo given as.might be sufficient to test their progress in the languages. 
The results of these fortnightly examination:* were to he reported to the Collage 
Council. They also considered ii desirable to have a grammar of each language 
taught in the College with exercise* prepared on an easy and simple plan. At 
this time Dr. Carey proposed to institute lectures at the Seram pore College to 
take the place of the discontinued course of lectures at Fort William College, 
and applied to Government to sanction junior civil servants availing themselves 
of these classes, permission being accorded to them to enter their names each 
term, renewal of the permission being made dependent upon their due atten¬ 
tion to their studies at Senxmpore, The Government, however, declined to 
secede to Dr, Carey's proposal. A grammar of Bengalee with exerciser was to 
he prepared by Lieutenant Todd and ihe Reverend T. Proctor, Government, 
subscribing for 200 copies at B o copy- Captain Ouseley proposed to publish 
a similar volume of grammar and exercises in Persian and asked Government 
to subscribe for 300 copies ot 14. Government* however, replied that they would 
prefer the plan of granting a distinct gratuity and enquired what sum the 
College Connell would consider a fit gratuity in thip case. The Council referred 
the question to Captain Onseley (Proceedings XIII, 465), 

On the 1st March 1S31 it was notified that 12 months had been fixed by 
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the Honorable Court nf Directors us the period within which junior civil 
servants must qualify in native languages. Mr. H. Shakespeare on this dote 
resigned the College Council and the Secretory was directed till further orders 
to report direct to the Government or Visitor in all cases requiring reference. 
TMp appears to mark the discontinuance of the College Council (See Proc: 
XIII, 512). 

On the 29 th if arch a letter was addressed by Government to the College 
Council informing them that in pursuance of orders from the Honourable the 
Court of Directors the College of Fort 'William would be abolished on the 
1st June, 1831: however, on the 34lh May a further letter was received in¬ 
forming the College Council that this intention Lad been relinquished and 
that the Institution would continue in operation until further orders. The 
Government also stated that in Tiew of the short time allowed for qualification 
in two languages, subject on failure to the penalty of removal from the Com* 
pany's service, the standard fixed was too high and suggested that it should 
be lowered. 

Pages G42 to C48 Proceedings 1 <>!, XIII are occupied by a list nf surplus 
books in the College Library the sale of which was recommended by the Secre¬ 
tary Captain iluddttll. By Government letter dated 20th September, 1831, the 
disposal of these books* by sale by Messrs. Tulloh & Co. was sanctioned. Pro¬ 
ceedings XIII, GG4-CT1 (In the 2Gib September. 1831, a further supply of 
13 hot an boob received from Mr. Hodgson of Nepaul was transferred to the 
Asia tie Society fXIII. Pair: 6G3). In consequence of the uusatisfactorv wav 
in which the mufussil examinations were conducted and the frequent occur¬ 
rence of fraud in connection with them, a form of certificate was introduced 
to he >igned by the supervising officer. XIII. G84, 

1 mm April till November, 18*11, Lieutenant Todd was absent on sick 
leave to Java and the Strait of Malacca, Mr. Prortor acting for him during 
Ills absence 

On the 19th November, 1831, Captain George Turnbull Marshall of the 
25th ll eg i merit Xntive Infant ry obtained a Degree of Honour in Persian. 
Diploma signed “ Metcalfe" 21 November, 1831. 

I tn the 31st October, 1831, the Committee of Public Instruction applied 
to Government for the transfer free of cost to the Depository of the Educa¬ 
tion Committee of the Oriental Books which had been sent to Messrs. Tulloh 
& Co. for commission sale. These comprised in all 9I1G volumes of which 
102 had been sold on the 25tli January, 1833 (Proc: XIV, page 115), The 
remaining volumes were made over to the General Committee of Public Instruc¬ 
tion by order of Government issued 31st January, 1832. 
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Major William Price vacated bis office on promotion to a majority anil 
on the 30th December, 1831, was granted a certificate testifying to the good 
services be bad rendered tbe College for a period of IS years. (XIV, Proc: 
61 i. Pages T6 to 88 are occupied by a list of books on loan from tbe College 
Library submitted to Government by Captain liuddell wbn was on the eve 
of departure on leave to England. Government on the 3Tth December, 1831 
sanctioned Captain RuddeU's making over charge of tbe duties of Secretary 
to tbe College from tbe 1st of January, 1833. <>n tbe lltb January, 1832 

Captain Ruddell writing from II. C. S- Minerva at sen, resigned bis office of 
Secretary to tbe College of Fort William, tin tbe ITtb January Lieut curt at 
Todd was appointed Secretary lo tbe College of Fort William and Secretary 
to tbe Madrassn and Muhamedan Schools vice liuddell resigned. Mr. Proctor 
was on tbe same date appointed Examiner in succession to Lieutenant Todd. 

In February, 1832, five writers were ordered to return to England in 
consequence of not having qualified them selves by tbe requisite knowledge of 
ibe native languages lo enter upou tbe public service within tbe time pres¬ 
cribed by tbe Honourable tbe Court of Directors. Their allowances ceased 
from tbe date on which they were removed from the College of Fort William, 

There is no doubt that tbe effect of the abolition of the tutorial staff 
of tbe College was making itself felt in tbe inefficiency of tbe junior civil 
servants as bail often been predicted. 

^ I in tbe I9tb March, 1832, Captain I. W, I. I (use-icy was directed to take 
charge of tbe appointment of Secretary to tbe College of Fort William and 
on tbe 21st March tbe first letter signed by him afier taking charge reports 
tbe demise of Lieutenant II. Todd, Secretary lo tbe College at 12 in id night 
of the 20th March. The notice of Ibis officer's death, aged 28, is in the 
Government Gazette of March 22nd, 1S32, as having occurred at Calcutta but 
I cannot find bis name in tbe Bengal Obituary nor in Indian Monumental 
Inscription (Bengal) so that bis place of burin! remains uncertain. 

Uu tbe I7tU April Captaiu Onseley was appointed .Secretary and Librarian 
to the College of Fort William and on tbe 24th April was appointed to act 
ea Examiner un til tbe nomination of a successor to that office or until further 
orders. Captain G. T. Marshall was appointed Acting Examiner on some date 
prior to 10th July, 1832, on which date be signs a report as Acting Examiner 
with tbe Reverend Mr. Proctor. Tin's appointment was made on tbe 22ud 
May, 1832, until further orders. (XIV. Proc: 202). Captain Marshall re¬ 
ported bis arrival on tbe 8th July, 1832, On tbe 22nd September, 1S32, was 
reported qualified for a Degree of Honour in Hindustani and on tbe 25th 
September n letter from Government announced the appointment of Captain 
Marshall (See Appendix Portraits) to be Examiner on the 3lst July, though 
36 




142 


BENGAL; PAST t y PltESENT. 


it appeared that the intimation of the appointment was not communicated on 
that ilale i XIV. Prnc; SOS}, Captain Marshall's diploma bore tire signature 
of Sir Charles Theophilus Metcalfe and was dated 31st September, 1832. 

On the 13th January, 1853 Captain Marshall was recommended for ten 
days sick leave to proceed on the River in consequence of a dysenteric attack. 
At this time the attention of the Governor-General in Council was attracted 
to the fact that several instances had occurred of writers obtaining a certificate 
of qualification lor the public service in the short period of sin weeks given 
them to prepare for their return to England after exceeding the limit of 
time prescribed for acquiring the languages. An explanation of this fact 
was called fur from the College, This explanation was given bv the Examin¬ 
ers (XIV. Proe: 489-491). 

In July, 1833, the College represented to Government that a great want 
was experienced of copies of several of lbe books made over by the orders 
of Government in January, 1833, in the Genera! Committee of Public Instruc¬ 
tion and asked that orders might be issued to that Committee to supply the 
College with such of tbe works as they might require for use in the College 
on indent. This was sanctioned (See Library Letter Book of Ctb July, 1833). 
In December, 1833, Captain Ouseley, Secretary to the College proposed to 
Government to compile a second volume of Annals of the College of Port 
W illiam on tbe lines of Captain Roebuck's work, bringing the records of the 
College up to date from the year .1819. Government, however, expressed an 
opinion tli.it Hie continuation of Captain Roebuck s work was not required. 

A resolution of the General Deportment 1st February, 1834, notified that 
the vacancy in the College of Fort William caused by the departure of the 
Reverend Thomas Proctor (late Examiner) for England, would not be filled up 
and directed Captain OnaeJoy to assist Captain Marshall In conducting the 
examinations, the former without salary. 

In October, 1833, Government intimated that it was not their intention 
to continue renting the Writers' Buildings after tbe expiration of tbe exist¬ 
ing lease (which expired 1st Huy, 1834). Accordingly in April, 1833, the 
Secretary to the College addressed Government on the subject and recom¬ 
mended seven writers who were Ihen residing in the Buildings to be granted 
Douse rent at tbe usual rate of 80/- a month. There were other students 
attached to the College but as they were residing with friends they were not 
recommended for house rent. Captain Ouaeley also recommended that the 
present t allege building should be retained if it could be secured on reasonable 
terms. It consisted of the three centre numbers of Writers' Buildings which it 
will be remembered were thrown into one, and fitted up at considerable cost 
to Government in 1S2C, Captain Gnseley’s recommendation was mainly based 
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upon the necessity lor a suitable building lor the accommodation of the 
" exceedingly valuable Library ol books/ 1 

Captain Quaeley in his letter [Proc: XV* pages 130-133) gives n brief 
history of the foundation of the College Library by Lord Wellesley. He 
states " The oriental portion of tins Library is probably unequalled in point 
of value and extent throughout Asia, the European part ia less extensive but 
eon tains a choice collection of ITi story * Travels Jurisprudence* Ethics, 
Divinity, Metaphysics* Grammar, Lexicography, Greek and Latin Classic* 
besides numerous works on the modem European Languages particularly m 
French* Italian and Danish/* Captain (Juseley had heard a rumour that the 
Committee for the Concentration of Public Offices had recently proposed to 
transfer the books of the College Library to the Asiatic Society** House and 
in asking whether this plan had the concurrence of Government slated that 
the Governor-General before leaving for Madras had intended that on vacating 
the Writers’ Buildings a house should be taken for the College ami Library. 
There were several objections urged to the adoption of this plan, not the least 
being the absence of the requisite rooms in the Asiatic Society** house. It 
was essential that a suite oi apartments sufficient to accommodate the Library 
bhould be built either at the expense of Government or of the Asiatic Society, 
It was feared* however* that in consequence of Hie failure of its Treasurers 
Messrs. Macintosh & Co., the Asiatic Society would have no funds to spore for 
eueh a purpose. ^ The Vaults and Lobbies/’ he writes* w are in Iruth the unly 
places in that house at present available for such a purpose* and these are 
incapable of containing above hull the books of the College Library hut even 
if this were not the cose I feel assured that His Honour in Council would 
never consign materials const it u ting so noble a foundation for the formation 
of a National Library to perish in the vaults and passages of the Asiatic 
Society's house. Viewing the question in a different light it might be doubted 
whether that economy be sound which would be valued even in the Honour¬ 
able Company** dead stock account at 40 or £50,000 to the rial of being lost 
or injured, for the sake of saving n sum in house rent that could never exceed 
300/- or 400/- rupees a month. ,p Captain Ouseley concludes by soliciting 
Government to engage the premises at present occupied by the College for a 
further period* Tie also asked for authority as Librarian to purchase books 
for the Library to a limited extent, Some arrangement of this kind had be¬ 
come necessary as very few books had been purchased during the preceding 
six or seven years, and not one since the discontinuance of the College Council 
who had authority to pass bills on such account to the extent of 100 rupees 
without reference to Government. 

This letter produced the desired effect and Captain Ouseley was directed 
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to ascertain from the proprietors of the ’Writers’ Buildings the terms on which 
a renewed lease of the premises occupied by tlie College separately from tlie 
rest of the range could be hint by Government, The Agent and Trustee (ifr. 
C, It- Barwelll replied asking 450 - rupees o month as rent. Government 
sanctioned tikis on the condition that the premises were to he taken only Irani 
month to month and might lx? vacated with a mouth’s notice. Mr. Harwell 
assented to this arrangement. A slight difficulty arose with reference to 
Nos. 1 and 2 Writers’ Buildings flic quarters occupied by the Secretary fur 
which Mr. Harwell asked 300; - rupee* a month. Captain Uuselcy referring 
the question to Government, the Vice President in Council declined to sanc¬ 
tion the payment pf 300 - rupees a mom It for the Secretary’s quarters and 
asked the Secretary to state the grounds upon which he claimed to be pro¬ 
vided with a house at the public expense, and also asked Captain tJnselev to 
suggest some cheaper and more advantageous arrangement for the accomo¬ 
dation of himself and the College supposing his claim for the public quarters 
to be admitted. Captain Ouaeley replied that he had made enquiries regard¬ 
ing other suitable Louses for the accommodation of the College but none was 
available. He based his claim to a Public residence cm the grounds of ex¬ 
pediency and past usage for 20 years, and asked for 250 - a month in lieu 
of quarters. Government in Iheir reply reserved his claim for future con¬ 
sideration. I in the 20th August having received no reply Captain Onseley 
again urged his claims in a temperate but vigorously argued letter, which 
however, only resulted in a further shelving of his claim. 

John I lines Seh auk a student attached to the College died of dysentery 
on llie night of Saturday Sep I ember 27 th, 1834, aged 20 (South Park Street 
Burial Ground i. In May, 1835, the General Committee of Public Instruction 
having decided to break up the Book Depository relumed to the College of 
Port William the books originally received from it. (Lists Free: XV, pages 
291-294) in all 6719 volumes. 

On the 23rd September, 1836, Government called for a report upon the 
present state of the Library of the College with a list of the books distin¬ 
guishing the European from the Oriental works. A reply was sent on the 
30th. October stating that all hough a catalogue of the European printed 
books had been printed ia 1818 and a supplement of the books since added 
to the Library had also been prepared, the catalogues of Oriental Manuscripts 
bad never been translated nor had even the names of the books been given in 
the Homan character. Three lists were now submitted containing the titles 
of every book in tbe College Library. No. 1 European printed books; No, 2 
Oriental printed books; No. 3 Oriental manuscripts. 

Tbe European portion of the Library contained about 5224 volumes. 
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The Oriental printed books am minted to about II P 7I8 volumes. The oriental 
manuscripts amounted to 4,255 of which Captain Guseiey writes “ Several 
of these works are highly illuminated and of great rarity/ 1 In point of extent 
tbe collection of oriental manuscripts in the College Library exceeds every 
similar collection ol which i Lave any knowledge. The Library of tbe KuCUrial 
is said to contain about 1850 oriental manuscripts. Tbe Leyden Library 
1993 and tbe Bodleian at Oxford 166L .In the Royal Library at Paris 
but it h probable that it does not exceed Ebai of tbe College Library which 
contains 4255 volumes. There was evidently at this time a proposal to trans¬ 
fer the European works to the Public Library which was then about to bo 
established in Calcutta. Captain Ouseley now suggested that the oriental 
manuscripts should be at the same time transferred to the Asiatic Society +4 on 
condition that the Committee of that Society undertake to preserve them in 
their present good order and tq allow literary men whether member of the 
Asiatic Society or not p to consult them/' The Public Library placed 
under the core of the following gentlemen as Curators. 

Sir Edward Ryan, \Y. P. Grant* Esq.j Charles Cameron* Esq., J. TL 
Colvin, Eaq, # H. 3L Porter, Esq., J. C. Marshninn, Esq.* and T. Dickins, Esq* 
with Mr. J. H. Stocqueler as Honorary Secret a it. It was established on the 
31si October by a General Meeting held at the Town UalL 4 * Commodious 
premises forming the lower apartment of Dr, Strong's House in Esplanade 
Row have been selected for the present reception of all works that nmy ho 
pun dialed or presented/* Thus writes Mr. Stocqueler in the course of hl» 
letter of November 19th asking Onvenuiierifc to give the necessary instruc¬ 
tions to the Secretary to the College of Fort William to make over to the 
Curator the European Printed Books belonging to the Fort William College 
for the use of the Public Library under certain conditions which the Com¬ 
mittee of Curators were prepared to fulfil. These conditions are contained iu 
a letter from Mr. H. T. Prinsep, Secretary to Government, dated 4th Nov¬ 
ember, 1835, (Proceedings XV, 397-398). These conditions were in brief 
(1) The permanent establishment of the Library Society (3) The approbation 
of tbe Honourable Court of Directors of ilia transfer of books (3) The proper 
care and custody of books. 

The form of agreement will be found at page 40! of Proceedings Tot. 
XV, It is dated 19th January, 1S36. The Curators also asked for the loan 
of the College book coses till their own were ready. This was sanctioned by 
Government. Mr. Stacey was the first Librarian ami was deputed by the 
Cnratoni to arrange with the Secretary to the College for taking delivery of 
the books. As the books were only lent and the Curators were liable to be 
called upon to give them back to Govern ate nip attention waa necessary to be 
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observed in toting them over and duplicate lists were to he prepared lor 
signature both by ilr, Stacey and Captain Ousel ey. (XV, Proc: 403). The 
books were transferred on the 31th February, 18-36. The list of theae boots 
exists among the College Beccrds in manuscripts. It records the transfer 
of 4090 volumes and is signed by W, II. Stacy, Librarian, W. P. Grant, A. H. 
Jackson and John Bell, Curators. 

t>n the ITtb February, 1836, Government called for a report of the 
monthly cost in Establishment and House Bent incurred in the maintenance 
of the oriental portion of the College Library, and the saving in House Pent 
which would result from the making over the custody of the Asiatic book# 
forming the remainder of the College Library to the Asiatic Library, 

In replying on the 33rd February Captain Onseley stated that the estab¬ 
lishment maintained for the care of the Library of the College cost 282/- 
monthly. No separate house rent was incurred on account of the oriental 
portion of the Library, but 11 if it were transferred to the rooms of the Asiatic 
Society sufficient accommodation fur the College and class books might per-- 
hap* he provided without cost to Government in some of the building* at the 
disposal of the Committee lor concentrating public offices: or if such an ar¬ 
rangement be not fcasihlej two numbers id the Writers' Buildings would then 
be ample lor the purposes of the College by which one third of the present 
rent might be saved/ 1 Un the 24th February the Secretary to Government 
wrote that the Governor of Bengal lied ++ resolved to make over the oriental 
books of the late College Library In the Ada tic Society on condition that the 
Society shall provide fit accommodation lor them, and hold them open to the 
public for reference ami perusal as proposed m ibe letter of the Secretary 
of that Society, The property in the books is to remain with fhe Govern* 
ment until the Honourable Court of Hirer tors shall decide upon the final 
transfer* and until then the Government will allow to the Asiatic Society a 
monthly sum of 78/- rupees for establishment to take care of the books/ 1 

The Secretary to the College on the 1st April p 1836, reported to Govern¬ 
ment that the orientnl manuscript* had been handed over to the Asiatic 
Society. The lists of these manuscripts are among the College Becords and 
consists of two manuscript volumes one of SF Muhammadan Mss/’ comprising 
2681 volumes and the other “ Hindoo Ms*/> consisting of 1131 volumes. The 
receipt ia in both cases signed J, IVInsep, Secretary, Asiatic Society, On 
the 5th March, 183C + Captain Ouseley reported to the Committee for the 
Concentration of Public Offices, that " two thirds of the space at present 
occupied by the College will in future suffice for the purposes of that Insti¬ 
tution and suggested that if the proprietors of Writers 1 Buildings would 
41 agree to furnish a staircase to the present examination Hoorn on the west 
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tide and to make a lew necessary alterations in the centre room, one whole 
number on the east side might be dispensed with/ 1 

On the Stli J une p 1836, the Governor of Bengal sanctioned the retention 
of the premises in the Writers’ Buildings occupied by the College upon the re¬ 
duced rent of 400 Company's rupees per mensem, on a lease of four years as 
recommended by the Committee for the Concentration of Public Offices. 

On Monday, Use 10th March, lS33 f Mr. C. F. Young, a student attached 
to the College died at his own house in Chowrhighce of cholera. Aged £6 
years. His grave is in the North Park Street Burial Ground. 

On the 2Qib June, 1838, Captain Uuselcy was informed that he had been 
appointed Superintendent of the Mysore Princes on the consolidated salary of 
1,813 rupees per mensem. ** Captain OumIcy was tn be succeeded in the Secie- 
t ary ship of the College by Captain Marshall,, but was to retain his situation 
of Secretary to the lladriwa and to the Law Examination Commit ice. His 
services were also to be retained for the examination of the students at the 
College of Fort William, and in this way the Government wunld be able to 
dispense with (he services of the Examiners now kepi up separately from the 
Secretary/' On the same date (June 20 1 Captain Marshall was appointed 
Secretary and Examiner of the College oi Fort William on a consolidated 
salary of 1,000/- a month and was informed that as Captain Ousdey r s ser¬ 
vices would be available for assistance in conducting examinations. Govern¬ 
ment did not intend to fill up the additional examinersbip. This arrangement 
resulted in a saving of COO/- a month, Government decided to appropriate 
thh amount in providing a seminary of education for the 31 cm hers and De¬ 
pendents of the Mysore Princes Family, Captain On&eley was directed to 
submit o scheme in accordance with this proposal. Captain -Marshall assumed 
charge of the Office of Secretary on the 4th July, 1#WC On the 7th August 
he received intimation from the adjutant, that his regiment the 35th N. L 
was ordered to proceed on active service. On the 25th October Captain 
Marshall wrote for permission to join his corps, but was refused (XVI- Pro¬ 
ceedings 112). In October, I8f39, the imposition of an additional duty upon 
the College Examiners, namely, tbc examination of candidates for admit*ion 
to the secondary school in connection with the 31edical College rendered 
assistance necessary. Major Quseley who was officiating for Captain Marshall 
during the latter + s leave from 1st to 31st l October, wrote to Government ask¬ 
ing that a learned native might be associated with ihe Examiners on a salary 
of 100 rupees n month, and nominating Hafiz Ahmed Kabeer for the post- 
Government, however, declined fo accede to this. Major Ouseley again wrote 
explaining the necessity for such an appointment Govern men r, however, 
replied that there had evidently l*een some mistake in the interpretation of 
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the orders am] that candidates Lad been senl up who ought not to Lave 

appeared. 

On the I4lb August 1®9, the Honourable Court of Directors sanctioned 
the transfer of the books and manuscripts, which Lad taken place in 1836. 

tbe 5th December, tbe Secretary Captain G, T. Marshall wrote to Gov¬ 
ernment suggesting the desirability of devising some method for ensuring 
ateady exertion on the part of students with the view of saving them from 
the severe penalty of dismissal in the event of their failing to qualify within 
12 months. He suggested the re-establishment of daily lectures under efficient 
European superintendence. The reply receiver! was that tbe Deputy Governor 
did not feel competent to entertain the question, the abolition having been 
made under the resolution of the Government of India. An early opportunity 
would, however, be taken to bring the subject under the consideration of the 
Honourable the President in Council. 

in September, 18-19, the Honourable Court nf Directors made enquiries 
fl - 10 tlie nature of the examinations in languages held in India, in the case 
of writers, their object being to ascertain with accuracy the extent to which 
the course of instruction in the oriental languages adopted at the East India 
College was favourable to tbe attainment of those qualifications which were 
required from the junior civil servants to fit them for public employment 
Captain Marshall replied that upon arrival writers were subjected to an 
Initiatory Examination " to lest bis knowledge of the language selected. 
The result of this examination was reported. The acquirements of tbe candi¬ 
dates were as a rule meagre, and they could not translate from English into 
nn oriental language 

In April, 1840. Captain Marshall applied for eight months’ leave to 
Darjeeling on medical certificate. This leave was granted and Captain St. 
George D. Showers was appointed to act for him as Secretary and Examiner 
in the Persian language. Captain Showers was informed that he was expected 
to qualify himself ns an Examiner in the Hindee Language within two months. 
(39th April, 1840.') 

Captain Marshall Landed over charge May 1st, 1840 (Proc : XVI. 3M) 
Captain Marshall returned from leave and resumed charge on the 1st Janu¬ 
ary, 1841. In February, Captain Marshall proceeded on deputation to 
Henarcs and the duties of Secretary wore performed by Major Ouseley from 
March 1st ancl resumed them on the 1st April. In July, 1841, the Curators 
of the Calcutta Public Library wrote to the Secretary to the College asking 
for the temporary use of two rooms which were understood to be unoccupied as 
Dr. Strong's house was about to undergo repair, and tbe Metcalfe Hall n part 
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of which was to be appropriated for the Public Library not yet completed. 
The accomodation asked for was granted by the Visitor. 

At the end of this year (1841) the Persian translation of the Qamiifl called 
Man tabu! Arab was completed after many vicissitudes by Mu ns hi Abdul 
Itahirn, soii of Abdul Karim and the Government grant of 8 f 0G0> was com¬ 
pleted . 

In IIay + 1842, three students ol the College incurred she grave displeasure 
of the Deputy-Governor on account of theli names having appeared in the 
Public press as subscribers to a steeplechase* They were directed u to with¬ 
draw their names at once from the notice referred to ant! cease tn expose 
themselves in so discreditable a manner to animadversion." Apparently as a 
corollary to tIiid we find the Deputy Governor of Bengal expressing himself 
us “deeply impressed with the necessity of a more strict enforcement of the 
rules and regulations prescribed for the College of Fort William and of 
subjection of the conduct of the s hi den la gene rally to close supervision and 
control/" In accordance with this he ordered that the periodical reports to 
Government should embody remarks upon the general conduct and ability of 
the students, who were in future to undergo u monthly examination after which 
they were to be assembled at the College to have their errors pointed out to 
them by the Examiners “ who will avail themselves of the opportunity 
of making such remarks for the benefit of the students os their conduct col¬ 
lectively or individually may appear to call for/ 1 Xo student was to be allowed 
to reside at a greater distance from the College Building* than the Secretary 
might think advisable, The Secretary was enjoined to strictly enforce Rule 
XXI of the liules in force (enacted 23rd Juno, 1841} with reference to the 
removal of idle students. If a student exceeded the twelve months allowed 
for passing in two languages, the Secretary was to report whether this failure 
was the result of incapacity or idleness. After fifteen mouths, if still unquali¬ 
fied, the student was to cease drawing any allowance and directed tn return 
to England as unfit for the civil service. 

Students were to be entitled to promotion according to the date of their 
leaving College due consideration being given to established claims arising 
out of approved official service* 

An annual report was to be printed and published exhibiting the profi¬ 
ciency and general conduct of every student together with the orders of Gov¬ 
ernment thereon. 

These directions were to be printed together with the rules and regula¬ 
tions* dated the 23rd Juno, 1841 T to be delivered to every student on his ad* 
mission, but the bound volume of the Statutes of the College of Fort William 
in the Imperial Library, which originally belonged to the College of Fort 
38 
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William Joes not contain rhe directions. It ends with the Rules and Regu¬ 
lations of 1841 nor can any printed copy be found among tbe records of the 
College- 

Un the 2nd July, 1842, 44 candidate's lor admission to the secondary or 
military class of the Medical College wore examined in Hindustani by Major 
Ouseley and Captain Marshall, Again in December, 1842, 58 were examined, 
On March 2Qth p 1843, 41 and on August, 1843, 43-52. 

On tbe 20th July, 184? P Rule l!) of the Regulations of 1841 making Per¬ 
sian compulsory was so far modified sis to allow students to take Urdu and 
Bengalee in place of Persian and Bengalee, 

Un the 25th January* 1843, the first Report on the general conduct and 
ability of the students of tbe College of Fort William was prepared ami 
signed by the Secretary, 20 names occur (XVII Free: page 286). The next 
is issued on the Tth February* then cm the 4 th March, 7tli April, 

the 2Utb June, 1844+ IJeutenant Stephen of the 8th Native Infantry 
A B- t\ to the Deputy Governor of Bengal was awarded a Degree of Honour 
In Persian. 

XI, 1844. In this year n printed form was issued from tbe Adjutant 
Generals Office prescribing the teat to be observed in the examination of 
officers by District Committees, and directing that for tbe sake of uniformity 
the same test should be applied by the examiners of the College of Fort William. 
Major I Kiselev and Captain Marshall (XVIL Proc. pages 620-621) wrote adver¬ 
ting to this form and pointing out that it departed from and in some places in¬ 
creased the difficulty of tbe test prescribed under the General Orders of the 
Commamler-iu-Chief dated 27th + May 1823 which fixed the test for the exa¬ 
mination of Interpreters. This they considered a very efficient test, but asked 
that if TTis Lordship m Council preferred to adopt the test laid down in the 
printed form duo intimation should be given to the army, in order that candi¬ 
dates might be duly prepared. (IGtb February, 1844), It was decided to ad¬ 
here to the provisions of G, O. C. C. of 27th May 1823, and the District Com¬ 
mittees were to be instructed accordingly. 

On the 7th March, 1844 Major Ouseley resigned his office as Acting Exa¬ 
miner to the College, being about to proceed to Europe on furlough and was 
permitted to take with him a ropy of certain works- In accepting Major (Kise¬ 
lev’s fob i gnat ion the Deputy Governor expressed to Major Ouseley the thanks 
of Government for the good services he had rendered in the several §it not ions 
held by him, * 

By a General Order o| the Governor-General of India in Council dated 1st 
March 1844 it was laid down that all Subaltern Officers and Assistant Surgeena 
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of the Indian Army should possess an acquaintance with tlic language of the 
country to anch an extent at should qualify them for free and unreserved per¬ 
sonal communication with the native soldiery- H. Iv the Commander-in-Chief 
called upon the Secretary to the College to report what examination he would 
consider sufficient to ensure this order being complied with. It was considered 
by His Excellency that examination in Hindustani which was then required h< 
qualify an officer for Staff employ would bo too strict a test. 

Captain Marshall in his reply (XVII. Proc- 658 ftc.) took the view that 
only a colloquial exam in at ion was contemplated and stated that this might lie 
carried nut in two-way a—by actual conversation carried on by the examiners 
with the candidates in Hindustani and by a written paper of English senten¬ 
ces prepared by the Examiner* and read sentence by sentence to each candi¬ 
date Lit order that he might translate each sentence off-hand into Hindustani 
viva rocc. The former plan seemed to Captain Mmshall too indefinite and 
variable* too likely also to he influenced by the peculiar notions and acquire¬ 
ments of different examiners- He therefore preferred the latter method which 
had been long employed with success in the College lor the colloquial portion 
of the Interpreter* 1 Examination- Captain Marshall also suggested the desira¬ 
bility of appointing a Medical ( Jfiieer as Member of a Board for the Examina¬ 
tion of Assistant Surgeons, The paper of sentences vu to be read out one by 
one, and the candidate's translation written down by another Member of the 
Board and u note made of his ability at the conclusion of each candidate's per¬ 
formance of this task. Captain Marshall considered that if a candid ate could 
fulfil these requirements his ability to understand the spoken language might 
be inferred on the general principle that to understand a language is easier than 
to speak it. He also considered that detailed instructions should he sent to 
each Committee us to the method to be observed in conducting the examina¬ 
tion in order to secure uniformity of test, lest an officer might be reported as 
unqualified in one district and yet be of superior attainment a to one reported 
unqualified m another. 

In May 1844 Mr, JleatJy, Secretary to the Lyceum, applied for accommo¬ 
dation in the lower rooms of the College. His application was granted. In 
June 1844 four of the munshis were discharged to pension* and the Deputy 
Governor of Bengal ordered that their places were not to be filled. It was 
thought that the appointment of a fluctuating establishment of munshis to meet 
varying requirements would stimulate this class of teachers to exertion and he 
productive ol greater efficiency. On (he 16th, August 1844 Lieu tenant Colonel 
R D. Riley assumed his appointment ns an Examiner of the Ccdlege, Since 
March 4th the date of the resignation of Major OuseW Captain Marshall had 
been sole examiner in addition to performing the duties of Secretary, 
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< >n the 2Gtb (h tuber 1*44 a resolution by the Government of India dec lured 
that the allowances of students on first joining the College should for the future 
be 250 - o month. (>m passing in one language he was to receive 300/- u 
month. If permitted to remain in the College to study for Honours or In 
flee|iure addition!)] languages, a student received the full salary granted t,. 
-nullified assistants on leaving College i'i:, 400 a mftuth. The period for .juality¬ 
ing in two languages was to be limited to 15 months at Fort William and Bom- 
Imy and 18 months at Fort St. George, but ihc local Governments were, however, 
empowered i» grant extension op to sis months more after which a student fail¬ 
ing to qualify was to be finally removed from tbe service and a passage found 
foi him on application at the public expense. 

In dune 1845 an uniform (eat for the examination of officers by tbe Mili¬ 
tary Interpreter's standard was laid down by II. fi. the Commander-in-Chief 
nud was adopted by tbe College upon the recommendation of the Secretary in 
the following August. U ,1 (he 4th September 1845 Hr. Sprenger. Secretary to 
Hie Vernacular Society at Delhi sent some Crdu boots for inspection, a few were 
i-iikc-n for the u&e of the College. 

the 2bth October, LS45, a plan for tlie eatablislimeat of a IJ mverBity U 
Calcutta Was forwarded to tbe College by Dr. F. .? Mount, Secretarv to'ihe 
Council of Education, though it was not till January, 1857 that the University 

was antnally estahlished. 

i to tbe (ith March 184G Dr. F. J, Mount presented to the College a copy of 
an Atlas of Anatomical Plates with descriptive letter press in Hindustani. 

In 1846 a long correspondence took place between the Secretary to the 
College and Government on the subject of Sew Itules for the instruction of tbe 
students. There were two alterative schemes, one for appointing Satire Pro¬ 
fessors and tbe other for reverting to the original system of European Profes¬ 
sors, The question seems to have been shelved after reference to the Court of 
Directors who probably boohed it. For some years past the cost of the College 
JuiJ been kept well under 50.000. The proposal for re-appointing European 
Professors on the old footing would have been attended with so much expense 

that it is not likely to have met with the approval of the Honourable Court of 
Directors, 

Hn the 23rd September 1846 Mr. 11, Temple was ail mi tie-1 as n student, In 
March 18-17 Captain Marshall was promoted to the rank of Major ond in conse¬ 
quence became disqualified to hold the office of Secretary to the College 
under the provisions of the General Orders of tbe Gnvernor-Geneml. 
dated 23rd May, 1823, He accordingly wrote to Government asking If it 
was their intention to retoin bis services, and if so soliciting an increase of sa¬ 
lary to guard him against loss. Eventually Major Marshall was allowed a con- 
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aclklnted ^Jary of 1,500 a mouth and on these terms consented to continue in 
his appointment pending the decision of I!be Honourable Court of Directors on 
h reference which had been made to them on the point, as it was recognised that 
there was no one fitted to succeed Major Marshall (SIX. Free. A-F), On the 
21st June 1847 Mr, James Dalian tyne* Secretary to the Local Committee of 
Public Instruction at Benares, informed the Secretary of the College that it 
was proposed to publish a new edition of the first two books of Euclid in tbe 
Sanskrit language and on the symbolical plan, under the editorship of Pundit 
liapa Deo. In the first book 35 additional demon stmt ions o! Euclid's propo&k 
itnos were to be given and in the second book 13. The work was to be lithogra¬ 
phed at Bombay in the best style. If this volume was well supported the re¬ 
maining hooks were to be published successively. 

On the 30th. February 184 T the Honourable Court of Directors wrote com¬ 
plaining that orders as to the transmission to them of copies of all works pub¬ 
lished either at Serampore or iu Calcutta, had been imperfectly carried out and 
desiring more regular attention to their directions in future. 

At pages 146-148 Proceedings SIX, occurs a list of works sent home in 
response to this letter/ 

In July 1847 Mr, James Corcenm, (?} Urdu Translator to the Sudder Court 
submitted his Urdu History of the Chinese Empire. Government subscribed for 
160 copies. It was to he in two volumes at 8 rupees n volume. 

Major Marshall obtained leave of absence for one month on medical 
certificate from 16th August 1847 to proceed to the Sand heads. Dr. E* Itoer 
acting for him during his absence. 

Id October 1847 Government sanctioned a subscription for I0O copies of 
an Urdu translation of the Akhluqi Jal&li to he called the Jami-ul-Akhlaq 1>y 
Maulvi Gbulam Haidar. 

On tbe 8th October 1341 Major Marshall applied for leave for a year on 
medical certificate to visit Darjeeling. Tbe leave was granted on the 13t!i 
October and Lieutenant Colonel Riley was appointed to act for him and in 
November Dr. Itoer was appointed Examiner in Bengali on a salary of 260 a 
month. 

In July 1848 complaints having been made by certain students that the 
m trash is and pundits who taught in the College weics not efficient, sanction was 
given by Government to their engaging their own mua&his and pundits who 
would receive the authorised allowance on production of certificates signed by 
the students they had attended. The fixed establishment of 3 munshis and 4 
pundits attached to the College was to be maintained, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Riley the Officiating Secretary wrote to Government recommending that 
39 



m 


BENGAL: PAST *y PRESENT. 


these muiiah is and pundits should have their cmmectian with the College severed 
as in the first place difficulties might arise as to the allotment ol them to stu¬ 
dents under the now system and in the second it was his opinion that the College 
would work better without them. In July, 1848. also rules were drawn up to 
regulate the behaviour of students at examinations in consequence of a report 
to Government by the Officiating Secretary { Lieutenant-Colonel Riley) of 
serious irregularities and breaches of discipline. It seems that from the ear¬ 
liest institution of the College one and the same set of examination papers hud 
been hi use p consequently it was not to be wondered at that there were cases of 
fraud and that certain munshis who were in possession of these sets of exercises 
were preferred to others who were not so privileged. It was ordered that & 
completely new set of examination paper* was to be prepared. Lieutenant 
Colonel Riley endeavoured to delay the preparation of these papers till the 
return of Major .Marshall but Government refused to sanction this delay. 

Major Marshall lesumed the office of Secretary to the College early In 

January 1849. 

In May. the purchase from Messrs, Thacker & Co. of a “ Parlour Printing 
Press at the cost of 160 was authorised for the purpose of enabling the Secre¬ 
tary to compose and strike off his own hand new exercises (English to be trans¬ 
lated into the Native Language*] for every monthly examination. 

Gii the 21*t January 1S56 the Secretary p Major Marshall, suggested to 
Government the desirability of bolding examinations for the admission of 
nxunahii and pundits annually in the months of January and February. These 
examinations were to be the lest of qualification to teach student* the stand art! 
wus to he the same a* the Degree of Honour for students with the additional 
requirement of a fair knowledge of English. Xo certificated muiishi was to be 
allowed to draw pay for more than three student* at a lime, and the allowance 
for earli student was to be raised to 50/-, It appeared that the mun*his aim) 
pundits on ihe fixed establishment of the College were not resorted to by the 
student* nod that 15 outnide munshis and pundits had been employed by them 
since the new rules were introduced allowing students to make their own ar¬ 
rangements for tuition (XX. Proc. 36). In consequence of this the Secretary 
was directed to submit a report upon the fixed establishment of munshia and 
their qualifications for their duties. As this order was couched In an unusual 
form and written by 31 r, t nder-Secretary Seton Karr. 3Iajt>r Marshall took mu* 
bnige at it and referred it to the Government who directed n letter to be substi¬ 
tuted for the obnoxious memorandum (XX. Proo. >16), In the result the fixed 
establishment of munshie and pundits was ordered to be discharged rn pension 
or gratuity as the euse might be. 
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On March 5th, Lieutenant Kdghtly, 44th, Regiment Native Infantry, ob- 
tained a Degree of Honour in Persian, 

XX, Proceedings pages S5-88 contains a list of oriental works lor trans¬ 
mission to England to the Honourable Court of Director, 

In ibis year tbe salary of 1+5-00 which bad been drawn by Major Marshall 
as Secretary and Examiner to tbe College from the date of bis promotion to a 
Majority was reduced by order of the Honourable Court of Directors to the 
sum ol 1,250* These orders were contained in a Despatch in the Financial De¬ 
partment Xo. 20 of 1849 para. 3, Although “the extensive acquirements of 
Major Marshall aud his long services, combined with the circumstance that 
there is uo other officer under the rank of Major qualified to succeed him should 
be quit the College tr had been made the grounds of their recommendation by 
the Government of India, the Honour able Court were nut able to acquiesce in 
their decision to confirm the grant of 1,500 n mouth: the object not being to 
attach such a salary lo tbe office of Secretary to the College as should retain the 
services of a particular individual howsoever valuable his services might be 
but to award a fair and equitable remuneration for the duties to be discharged. 
Major Marshall's allowances were to be reduced to 1,230 * from the tbe date 
of tbe receipt of the despatch in question. 

Major Marshall accordingly memorialised the Honourable Court of 
Directors XX, From 95—point big out the hardship inflicted upon by this order- 
lie had been induced to remain in the appointment by a decision of the Govern¬ 
ment of India sanctioning a consolidated allowance of LoOfl - n mouth, which 
arrangement lie understood was final ami liad foregone b ’ favourable prospects 
in the military line/* Failing confirmation of the order granting him i JjQO/- 
a mouth Major Marshall submitted that he was entitled to be paid at the rate 
of l t 250 - a month from the date of bis first appointment and requested that 
ibe difference might now be inside good to him. The Court, however* refused 
to grout either icqucst (XX, Proc, 103), 

XX, Proc, pages 183, IS-j fc List of oriental works transmitted to Honour¬ 
able Court of Directors. XX- IW. pages 282-266 also pages 481483 transmit¬ 
ted lo Honourable Court of Directors, 

tin the 3rd December, 1850 the name of A, Kprenger appears with that of 
Major Marshall as Examiner for I he first time, 

I in tbe 16th April, 1851 A, Sprenger Examine? nf the College wrote to 
Major Marshal! expressing bis intention of producing new editions of some of 
the text hooks. He had commenced with the Gnli&tan of which be submitted a 
specimen- Government authorised a subscription for 100 copies at 5/8 a copy* 
(XX. Proa mi 
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On the 9tU April, I lie Honourable Court of Directors sanctioned the 
extension to the Eengal Army of the reward of 1,000,' -rupees for obtain¬ 
ing high proficiency in the native languages, recognising the great importance 
to the public service of a thorough acquaintance with the native languages 
among officers of the Military Service. In July of this year the Government 
of India directed the Secretary to the College of Fort William to submit a plan 
for conducting the periodical examination of military officers and detailed in¬ 
structions for the guidance of Examination Committee in conducting the exa¬ 
mination of Interpreters. In response to this a scheme was submitted by which 
tha desired uniformity of test would be attained. This scheme has practically 
been maintained with minor mod if rations up to the present time. Ensign W. 
Jf. Lees 42nd. It eg i merit Native Light Infantry obtained a Degree of Honour in 
Persian on the 31st. October 18-31 and on the 22nd November 1831 lie obtained 
n certificate of High Proficiency in Urdu, and on the 30th. April 1S52 a Degree 
of Honour in l"rdu, 

t!n the 13th May 1833 Major Marshall applied to Government for am in¬ 
crease to bis salary on the ground that his duties had been greatlv increased bv 
his being constituted an ex-officio member of the Cniiiniittee for examining 
Direct Cadets (G. U. 1st September, 18511 also by the officer of the College being 
required to conduct I lit- half-yearly examination at all the military stations 
throughout the Hengnl Presidency (G. 0, 7th July, 1851 1 . Also by the institu¬ 
tion of money prises for military officers to be awarded by the College Examiners 
l» perform by far the largest portion of the duties formerly performed half- 
yearly by Station Examination Committees. 

Major Marshall asked for on increase from 1,250 - to 1.500 - from dale id 
this last quoted order. He Sought this as a personal allowance in con aider at inn n| 
his long services and {jointed uut that it could not be for long as his promotion in 
Lieutenant Colonel would in all probability take place before the expiry of a 
year. To this Government replied that Major Marshall's application had been 
referred for the consideration and orders of the Honourable Court of Directors, 
who eventually refused to entertain it. (Froc. XXI. 824). 

Major Marshall upon his promotion to a Lieutenant Colonelcy vacated the 
office of Secretary and was succeeded in it by Ensign W. X. Lees on 5th March, 
1853, I cannot find any letter of appointment. On the 17th March Ensign 
Lees writes to Government as follows; — 

“ Having been appointed simply Secretary to the College I have the 
honour to request you will inform me if it is the wish <.f the Most Noble the 
Visitor that I sbotild take any part in the examination of the students. Mv 
predecessor having been both Secretary and Examiner, I seek this information 
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that my portion as Secretary may be more clearly defined by competent autho¬ 
rity;' 

To tlii* Mr. Cecil Beadon, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, replied 
on lb® tilth March. 

ib I am directed by the Most Noble the Governor oI Bengal to state that 
it ia a patl of the duly oI the Secretary to the College to attend and preside at 
all examinations both of civil and military officers and to take such part in them 
as he may think expedient;' 

This reparation of the office oi Secretary and Examiner was doubtless to 
retain the services of Lieutenani-Culoitel Marshall in the letter capacity for a 
time. 

In April 186?’h Mr. K. M. Ihinerjca was appointed Examiner in Sanskiit 
and Bengalee in succession to Lieutenant Colonel Marshall. 

Lieutenant Colonel Marshall L3Lh Regiment Native Infantry was declared 
an tlio tilth April, 1853 to have qualified in Urdu and Hindi for the money 
prize granted to Military officers for proficiency in I he native language:* by the 
terms of G. G, < >. t dated 9th March, 1852* The Government nl Bengal* how¬ 
ever, referred the question of the grant in the Government of India quoting the 
case nf Brevet Major 1’A Mile- of the Artillery who claimed the reword though 
he was about to retire from the service* Government, however, decided that 
Colonel Marshall was to receive tie reward to which he was entitled under the 
strict letters of the regulations (XX., Fine. 1060). * *n a reference from Gov¬ 

ernment on the subject (lie Secretary to the College of Fort William advised 
that order* should be flamed restricting the grant of the money reward to ofli- 
cerj of certain periods of service requiring from all claimants for the reward a 
declaration on honour that they had no present intention of retiring from the 
sendee. In reply Government decided that every officer had a right, to be exa¬ 
mined but the question of granting or withholding the reward in any particulsi 
case would he decided by Government, On tbe 3rd. October 1353 Lieutenant- 
Colonel Marshall wrote from Mooltmi to the Secretary ashing him to submit In 
Government bis application to be “allowed a favour which 1ms usually been ex¬ 
tended to persons who have served as officers of the College, tut the occasion nf 
their finally leaving the institution, namely a grant of a certain number of nit- 
ertLil book* front the Library;* The Iht of books 77 in number is appended. 
This application was granted (XX. Proc. 1160)* 

On the 29th (rrtuber 1853 the Secretary to the College forwarded to Gov¬ 
ernment of India in ihe Military department two draft forms of Report upon 
the half-yearly Military Examination recommending their adoption in room of 
those hitherto in use. These new forms were deemed necessary to check irregu¬ 
larities on the part of Station Committees* This proposal was sanctioned and 
40 
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4be change notified in G. it. O. No, 947 of ISLh November 1853. On December 
28th 1853 the Reverend James Long Secretary to the Yemacular Literature 
Committee wrote asking lor ike grant of a copy of each of the Bengalee Book* 
from the Library of the College of Fort William. A list of these (55 in zmm* 
her) occurs at pages 1301, 1202 Free* XXI. The Vernacular Literature Com¬ 
mittee^ Library would be deposited in the Public Library. This was sanctioned 
by the Government of Bengal, 

{List sit pages 1204. 1205 Proe. XXL) 

For some reason which does not appear from the College Records it was 
decided to abolish the College and on the 24 th, January 1854 orders to that 
effect by the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal were is sued - 


[ To be continued,] 




(Savin gags of postal ^ministration 

in §nbia—I. 

A SUCC1NT ACCOUNT, 


Customs a\d Post Office Committee. 

Calcutta, the 1'ith February f 1830. 

To—The Secretary to Hie Government of India, 

General Department. 

Sik s — 1 bn vc the honour under in struct ions from ihe Committee fur the 
revision of the Customs and Post Office Departments of India, to forward for 
submission to bis honour the Goverm>r-General-in-Cuuncil p the accompanying 
report Xu. 11 beating dale this day on the existing systems of the Post Office 
Department throughout India, the same being their first report in that branch 
of enquiry. * 

I have ihe honor to "be, etc,, 

(SdJ T, J, TAYLOR, 

Secretary, Custom a and Post l tHiee Committee. 
Retort II. 

To—The Secretary to ihe Government of India, General Department* 

Customs a™ Post Office Committee, 
Calcutta* the Vith February* 1838 . 

Sm 3 —In obedience to the instructions conveyed in the loiters from Gov¬ 
ernment at the several dates specified in (ho margin* and to the loiter from 
Committee to Mr. Secretary Prinsep of the 5th December last* tve have now 
the honour to submit for consideration of the Right HoiTble the Governor- 
General-in-Council the accompanying report on the several existing systems 
of the Post Office Department throughout India. 

3. A post for the conveyance of muds exists throughout the British 
Territories in Hindustan and on such routes through the several Native Stales 
in amity with us as Government have chosen to direct. The expenses of 
establishment maintained for this purpose are defrayed from the public trea¬ 
sury, The rates of postage are regulated by Government and the collection* 
thereon realized are brought to account ns port and parcel of the revenue. 


* 13 March, t Aprif. i$ November, 1S3S- 
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Eh The only foreign European Settle men 1 which possesses its own po*t 
nlHce ij? Goa* the comm liuioat ions in whack Province* ns a ho with our neural 
Post Office ure conducted at the cost of the Portuguese State, at the other 
Foreign Set I lenient* Pondicherry* Damauxi, CuiicaL Tmnqueber and Chandcr- 
iifigair the Poet Office Deportment is conducted by our Government which 
appoints its own servants and realizes the postage on. letters received or des¬ 
patched while for the petty settlements ol Yana in iu the Northern Circar* 
and Mnhe on the Malabar (’oast letters are received or delivered at our aiearest 
Post Offices. Ingenmi and Tellicherry respectively. 

4. Besides the Dnk established by Government there are through some 
portions of the British Territories Native Daks maintained by forcigai native 
princes nr private individuals by which native letters ore conveyed at muvU 
lighter postage than is levied by the Post Office Department , But I he Com- 
mil lee are md yet in possession rjf very acemate information as to whul 
extent they are employed or in what districts they exist. In tire Madras 
Presidency we are nut aware that any such Daks exist. In Bombay they for¬ 
merly existed to some extent hut were put down and prohibited by a special 
enactment Regulation XI of 1S30, Iu the Northern Provinces of India they 
me known to exist to some extent mure especially In the neighhourhood of 
Delhi and Agra. There arc native Daks, moreover In Home of the great Native 
States, and by I hat of the Hyderabad State our mails to arjd from certain, 
stations of IDs Highness's Army, ns also for 20U miles of the route li^tween 
Hyderabad and Anmiugabad are conveyed hut whether the receipts on ac¬ 
count of letters so carried me paid into the British treasury does not very 
ekarly appear from the conflicting account s at present before us. The Dak 

moreover from Dcesa to Ihdnair a distance of 130 mile* is conveyed by nmnot- 

■ * 

crl horsemen of the Unicmvar contingent. 

«>. With these exceptions, the whole of the charges incurred on account 
of the Post Office Departments throughout India are paid by the British Gov¬ 
ernment but it would appear that those charges hove not been invariably 
entered under their proper heads in the public accounts or defrayed from the 
Post Office collections, 

6. The Post Office throughout India has not hitherto been viewed a* one 
united deportment nor has any attempt been made to conduct it on uniform 
principle? Elicit Presidency Ims had ifa own Peat Master General Each 
has framed its own internal arrangements, has adopted it* own rates of post- 
age and instituted its own public regulations without connection or reference 
to those of its neighbour which it appears to have viewed as o foreign stale. 
Each has acted m though gen cm! interest* were secondary to individual inter- 
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ests and as though the gam of a sum with one hand which was lost with the 
other, was yet a real gain to the State. 

7. The result has been three separate co-existing systems in which hard- 
Iv any two items assimilate from the rate of travelling or the scale of postage 
to the mode of collecting it or the control of the accounts, 

8. It has accordingly been necessary to institute minute enquiries in 
each Presidency into every branch of the deportment alike in its external 
regulations os respects the public as in thoso particulars more immediately 
affecting Government, the revenue realized from this source and the charges 
therefrom defrayed to contract each with the other with great care to ascertain 
what additions arc required in order to render it perfectly efficient and what 
reductions may be effected in existing establishments without impairing their 
real efficiency. Ia our present report we propose to confine ourselves to a 
detailed description of the deportment, as it now exists in three Presidencies 
respectively and we have accordingly the honour to submit the following 
analysis of the several systems for the consideration of the Eight llon’ble the 

G o veraor- General-in-Council. 

&. The mode in which we propose to apply a remedy for existing evil*, 
io set aside existing anomalies and reconcile all discrepancies by establishing 
one general regulation for the Post Offices throughout India, and a code of 
laws adapted for the control of the department, the protection of the revenue 
and recognition and punishment of offences will form the subject of n second 
report, when we are prepared to lay before Government the financial results 
i>f the last five years and a prospective estimate of results that may be expected 
from tire system ire propose to recommend, the modes in which the accounts in 
the three Presidencies are severaly kept, controlled, audited and finally passed, 
the check which may now' exist against misappropriation of postage anil other 
frauds or the absence ol any such check will also form part of our second report, 
as we have not yet received replies from the several Post masters-General and 
other local authorities from whom we have requested full information on 
the subject. 

10, The Post Office Department of India is superintended by three Posl- 
■ uaslers-General with such number of Deputy Postmasters subordinate to each, 
as circumstances have rendered necessary. Each Postmaster General has the 
entire and exclusive direction of the Department within his own range, subject 
to the control of Government to which he reports direct. In Bengal the Post¬ 
master-General was formerly subordinate to Revenue Board but he is now an 
independent officer in like manner as at the other two Presidencies. 

11. The General Post Office at Calcutta extends its control over both the 
Bengal and Agra Presidencies with the whole of the Native States of Central 
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India, and those of Nagpur nnd Hyderabad ns also the British Settlements 
0 | Penang, Malacca and Singapur in the Straits. It unites with the Depart¬ 
ment of the other Presidencies at seven different points—First with that of 
Madras at Preaghy a few miles from Gnu jam whence Its mails are conveyed by 
the Madras Department a* far as Mwnegnllali 80 miles west of Mo suit pat am 
and thence are resumed hy the Bengal Post Office to Hyderabad. The southern 
mail from Hyderabad is conveyed by the Bengal Department to Kurnool on 
the Toombmlia river whence it is carried south by that of Madras. The western 
mails from Hyderabad to Foounb as far as Sholapur, the great western mails 
from Calcutta to Bombay as far ns Aurangabad, the mails from Upper 
India to Bombay a* far as Sind wall 90 miles south of Indore and to 
the westward of Meemuch ns far as Faldanpur are all conveyed by the Bengal 
Post UHice at which four places they respectively unite with that of the 
Bombay Department. 

1?. The Madras Department unites with that of Bombay at three Severn! 
points, ui llooapett nnd llyrryhur on the Tmmlbudra River cn route from Mad¬ 
ras to Dorwur nnd at Dai ivar itself cn route from Honors on the Mitlabar 
Const. The mail from India to Ceylon is conveyed to and from that island 
111 lire expense of the Madras Government from Point Calimere to Point Pedro 
in Ceylon, during nine mouths of the year; lint during the monsoon months 
from Tuticorm to some place on that island to the southward of the Pomhurn 
Pans, 

13. Tlio control of the department throughout Madras end Bombay ex- 
tends over the whole of those several Presidencies and the Native States em¬ 
braced within their respective limits. 

14. The Postmaster General at each Presidency is a covenanted civil 
M’S vant. In Bengal and Bombay he has a fixed salary. In Madras he has a 
fixed but smaller salary to tv hi eh is added a commission on receipts. 

15. The? Deputy Postmasters are of two classes *x-Q$cio and salaried. In 
Bengal the total of both classes b 111. In Madras 24, In Bombay 18. 
Shewing n grand total id 153 Deputy Postmasters, 

The proportion of salaried to r.r-&$tcio Postmasters in the three Presidencies 
is shown in the following table : — 


Pi residency* 

Ex-officio. 

Salaried. 

Total, 

Bengal 

... 84 

2X* 

111 

Madras 

... 23 

1 

24 

Bombay 

... 15 

3t 

IS 


Grand total .*« 122 

31 

153 


* Including m D^puiv Po?l Maslir, Preidenry OEF&ct- 
t End tiding an Afsi^sni Part Msirtcr, I'i«icLwmy Qflkis. 
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J6 + The e^-officio Deputy Postmasters throughout India aw Residenta, 
Political Agents, Collectors and Magistrates or their several assistants as the 
caae may be and in some few instances in Madras and Bombay me tbe Military 
local staff of stations. 

IT. The salaried Deputy Postmasters are usually military or medical 
officers who bold these appointments conjointly with other staff situations hut 
in Home lew instances they are gentlemen not in the Company a Service. Their 
salaries, are not uniform but vary from Rupees 50 to Rupees 700 per month, 
Their salaries are severally shown in detail in the annexed statement A but 
we here subjoin a summary of the same for the three Presidencies respectively: 

Presidency. dumber of salaried Total annual 

Deputy Postmasters. Cost of the same. 


Bengal 


... 27* 

57,700 

Madras 

... 

... 1 

1,050 

Bombay 

— 

... 3t 

7,000 


Grand total 

... 31 

66,550 


18. In the General Post Office, Bengal, there is a Deputy Postmaster, be¬ 
sides the Postmaster Genera), In the Madras General Post Office there is no 
such ullk-er, In the Bombay General Post tOffice there is an Assistant Post¬ 
master. 

JO. In Bengal there arc 110 Ikdussil Post Offices besides which are a 
great nianv other stations where letters arc both received for despatch and 
distributed on receipt but of which no return has hitherto been kept lu ihe 
General Post Office. The Committee has called for a return □! the same with 
tlieir respective receipts and disbursements for one month- 

20. In Madras there are 117 Mofussil Post Offices or stations at which 
Post Office writers are stationed for receipt and delivery of letters. 

2L In Bombay there are 49 such offices. 

22. The Mofnssil offices are by no means regulated in any uniform man¬ 
ner throughout India, cither in respect to number of servants or their respec¬ 
tive salaries except in the Madras Presidency* where since 1834 these offices 
have been divided into a certain number of classes to each of which a certain 
number of warrants with a regulated rate of pay and contingent allowance for 
stationery! etc., are apportioned* The servants are of two descriptions only, 
writers or Gomastahs and peons, etc. The scale agreeably to which they are 
paid is shown in the appended statement B» In Bombay although no snob 


•Intlodjnr n. Deputy Fcsl master, Presidency Office, 
iladudifltf 40 As^ktaot FostmaMeiV Presidency Office, 









1M 


BENGAL: PAST $ PRESENT. 


uniform system has been adopted, the establishments are still on a very 
moderate scale, but we learn that in that Presidency in some instances all tbs 
servants employed in the department are not charged to the post office head 
because tbe duty of tbe Post Office has in eucb cases been thrown upon tbe 
establishments of the ax-officio Deputy Postmasters* whether Collectors or 
Residents without tiny additional servants, and we have accordingly applied 
for detailed in lor mat ion m this subject. In Bengal the Mofuesil offices more 
especially those of the great military cantonments and Political Residencies 
are far larger and more expensive than the corresponding establishments in 
ibe other Presidencies. Xo uniformity has been deemed necessary, either in 
respect to the number or class or salary of the servants employed and il the 
a mu it ni of collection can be considered as in any way affording an estimate of 
the relative proportion of labour to be performed, very great discrepancies 
exist in the strength of establishments and cost of contingencies at stations 
of apparently similar importance. Servants of various descriptions unknown in 
the other Presidencies appear in the Returns laid before the Committee, 
Monnshees, Mutsuddecs, Chuttee-Resbas, Cosh-keepers, Xaibs, Sircars, Poddara, 
Dufturees, Persian Assistants, Hindu Nomeeses, Lallahs, Managers, Assatnmecs 
Packet-markers, Jemadars, Superintendents, Takudais, Shroffs, etc. W't cer¬ 
tainly know no benefit that can result from servants employed on similar 
duties being designated in the same department by dissimilar denominations, 
Such a system inevitably tends towards confusion, 

J-J. A\ i s leans that In some xnnfussil offices in Bengal n double regisiry 
of letters is kept one in English and another in Persian but we are not yet 
uwaic to what extent thin practice prevails, II has of late years been abolish¬ 
ed in the General Post Office and we hope we may be enabled hereafter to 
recommend its entire abolition throughout India, 

24. I he extent nf control exercised by Deputy Postmasters is not regu¬ 
lated by any uniform system throughout India* It is not even uniform in 
irny one Presidency, la some the control of the Deputy Postmaster is limit¬ 
ed to a single etutinu. In others it extends over a whole Province with many 
nut post officer In some places it includes an entire route from one sudder 
station to another. In others more particularly when held fx-ojJF do it ter¬ 
minates with the iimiis to which the Deputy Pt^tma&ter^ Revenue or Magis¬ 
terial or Political powers extend. This latter arrangement is perhaps ir¬ 
remediable* so long as the ^-officio system of conducting Post Office details 
h retained generally on the great routes of India. The mode and tbe extent of 
changes vre shall propose In this branch of the department will form part of 
our next report. In the meantime we will only observe that allhough tbe 
supervision ol Pest Offices at minor it at ions, on the cross routes and un frequent- 
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ed di&trict-s where the duties are necessarily limited by ftinsb ex-officto Deputy 
Postmasters may be im object ion able we cuu conceive no plan more prejudicial 
to the Government interest or more productive ol inconvenience to oil parlies 
than the retention of that system on the several Grand Trunk routes as well 
as at large military stations where the duties so minute yet so necessary are 
sufficient to occupy daily a fair proportion of the rime of nay individual. 

25 In explanation of this portion of the subject we can not do better 
than refer to a passage from the Bengal Postmasters General's Report to the 
Committee under date 20 fcli June, 1835, paragraphs 7 to 12 i*ide Appendix CL 

26. We may also subjoin the following brief passage from the Bombay Act- 
ing Postmaster-General’ s Report to the Committee, dated 9th October, 1835, 
paragraph 11. fi That considerable delay frequently takes place at stations 
through which Daks pass, I have little doubt Postmasters receive no remunera¬ 
tion for the duties they are called to perform and are frequently absent* as in the 
case with collectors, following their own more important, duties, A Purvoe, 
Le, t a writer* is left in charge who may nr may not be anxious to avoid delay, 

27. We now proceed to contrast such portions of the regulations at the 
three Presidencies as more especially respect the public in regard to the receipt 
and delivery of letters sit the Presidency and Mofussil offices respectively to¬ 
gether with the modes and rates of conveying the several mails throughout 
the country and the several scales ol inland and sea postage at the three Pre¬ 
sidencies on letters! newspapers and parcels. We shall next report how the 
Banghy Dak is conducted throughout India accompanied by a contrasted state¬ 
ment nf the rates of Banghy Postage lit the three Presidencies. We shall then re 
proceed to explain the extent of the Franking privileges in this country and 
lastly detail the system?* under which Dak bearers are posted for travellers at 
each Presidency, 

28. In Bengal letters are not received unless accompanied by ti book or 
slip ol paper nn which is written the direction of the letter. On this document 
the Post office writer notes the weight and postage levied anil then adding his 
initials with a stamp, returns the same to ibe sender in attestation of its safer 
receipls. 

20. In Marinis letters are received whether flecompanied by sunk docu¬ 
ment or otherwise. If a book or written direction be sent it is stamped and 
signed in like manner ns in frugal* If such documents be nut sent a receipt 
merely bearing the place of despatch, the date and amount of postage in the 
following brief form. 

^Single to Calcutta' 1 
“ 1 Rupee/' 


Tie 

Usual ^tmEErp. 


is delivered to the sender. 
42 
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30. In Bengal letters are not received unless accompanied by a memo¬ 
randum containing' ihe name or alleged name of the sender for registry with 
the direction of the letter, 

3L In Madras, a similar practice formerly existed and as respects 
Native letters it was specially enjoined by Regulation dated March 9th, 1833, 
that they should not be received without the name and residence of the writer 
being superscribed on the same. This practice was considered by the Madras 
Committee of 1833-34 to he "objectionable^ and abolished, 

32. As respects the Bombay Presidency we arc not yet informed on either 
of the two last points. 

33* Letters once received at any Post Office arc not returned except 
on official application. The postage is however in such case not returned. 

34. The Post Office Department docs not knowingly receive for transmit- 
wion articles of value, and although every due care and precaution is taken to 
secure the sale conveyance of all packets whether by Dai or Rangin', it i» 
not responsible for any inquiry or loss occasioned by accident or fraud. 

35. Packets containing Company + s paper when sent by post may he 
entered in a register kept for that purpose at each General Post Office in order 
that should the same be lost, payment may be stopped and fresh paper deliver¬ 
ed to the parties. 

411, In Bengal, all such packets may be received daily, Sundays except¬ 
ed from HJ till 3—at Madras from 11 till 2— at Bombay from 10 till 5. 

37. Individuals are not compelled to receive a letter to their address, but 
if they open the same they are hound to pay the postage marked on it, whatever 
it may he, at the period of delivery* If there be a mistake, it is rectified by 
n reference to the Postmaster Genera! or his Deputy. 

38. If payment he refused, all future letters to the address of the party 
me withheld until the demand is liquidated. 

3D. When too many packets are received for despatch at once, a certain 
number of public despatches, hooke or newspapers are kept b&ck for the fol¬ 
lowing day* Private letters however are in no instance detained. In Bombay, 
moreover, lefter* from the Government, Secretariat, or Adjutant or Quarter- 
Master General ore never kept back. 

40. The receipt and delivery of letters at outstations throughout India 
are not regulated by any uniform system, nor are the packets made up for 
despatch from such stations agreeably to any fixed rule. 

41. In Bengal, there is no specific rule for opening or closing moiussil 
offices, but an understanding Exists that they are open for receipt at 10 A r y. 
Deliveries of letters are regulated by local authorities. It is the dutv of 
Deputy Postmasters to have their packets closed in time for the arrival of the 
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mail to cany theca on, the hour ai which is or ought to be well-known to nil 
the Society. 

42. In Madras the hour at which a mofussil office opens as well as chat 
for the delivery of letters is regulated by the local authorities, usually with 
reference to the hours at which the several mails arrive. But in order to pre¬ 
vent delay to the Dawks os well as to prevent the post-office writers being sub¬ 
jected to unnecessary labour letters are not received at any mofussil office, 
except on “ emergent service T ' to be certified to the Postmaster General, after 
5 r.jt. at which hour the packets are closer! and made up for all mails likely 
to pass during the night. 

43. In Bombay, the receipt and delivery of letters appear m like manner 
to be regulated by local authorities and with respect to the despatch of the 
packets from mofussil stations except Poonah where there is a fixed hour 5 c m. 
The Postmaster-General states “ his belief that it is the practice to have the 
packet in readiness to be closed when the Dawk arrives, which is to carry it 
on ” but he adds, he has no doubt that considerable delay very frequently 
occurs in consequence of cs-officio Deputy Postmasters having other matters 
of more importance to attend to and the details of the office being thus left to 
the care of a writer, who may or may not be active. 

44. At Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, letters are received at certain out- 
offices for despatch at a regulated hour to the General Post Office, In Calcutta 
there are four of these offices, in Madras two, in Bombay one; in Calcutta and 
Bombay no extra charge is made beyond the regular postage. At Madras half- 
an-anna extra is levied on each letter from the out-office at Bombay (Bycnllab) 
letters ore also delivered at the other Presidencies the delivery of letters is 
restricted to the General Post Office only. 

4'). fn Madras, it is the duty of commandants and staff of stations to sno 
that all letters to military persons are duly delivered. It is also the duty of 
commandants of corps to send a Drummer and Sepoy daily to the Post Office 
for the letters for the men of his corps, and to cause them to be duly distribut¬ 
ed. This system saves the department much vexatious trouble. It does not 
appear to he enjoined at the other Presidencies. 

4C. Tire hours between which letters and papers and Bnnghy Parcels, are 
respectively received at the Post Office differs in each Presidency, as explained 
below. 


Hours for receipt of I filers at the General Ptet Office of the ihree Presidencies respectively : 



Letters 

Newspapers 

Bunchy Farctte except 
on Sunday. 

[■ienjjat 

From jo in 

loin 5i 

si (i) 

Madras 

ii to 6 

li to 3 

1 1 ID 2 (2) 

BnmbiiV 

in in «; 

in to % 

— 


(i) Bat only till j r-M. ou day of despatch. (r) But only till u Mi. on day of despatch. 
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47. In Bengal and Madras, however, letters are received after the above 
hours till 6J uu payment of a fine. In Bengal such fine is treble postage. In 
Madras it is one rupee in addition to the regulated postage. 

48. The hours for deli very of letters from the General Boat Office differ 
at each Presidency. 

40, In Bengal, there are always two deliveries daily, hut these are not 
legntur, I lie lirst delivery is not before 10 a.u. The second is usually re¬ 
gulated by the arrival of the several Mails during the day, and it occasionally 
happens, when several English ships arrive together, as many as live or six 
deliveries take place iu the same day, 

50. At Madras there are two regular deliveries daily at 8 a.m, and 4 p.it. 

61. In Born buy letters are delivered irregularly from 10 till 5. 

asf. i’he hour up to which Mails from the mofussil received at the Gene¬ 
ral Post l ilfice, arc opened on the day of receipt differs in each Presidency. In 
Bengal it is •> f.m, in Madras 4 r.n. In Bombay 5 imi_ Mails received 
ilf icr the above hour arc not opened before the following morning, as the writers 
are employed in registering letters received for despatch. When a Mail is opened 
nil its contents nre distributed the same day. whether for delivery at the Pre¬ 
sidency itself or for further transmission by Dawk. Europe Mails unless receiv¬ 
ed very fate at night, are always opened on receipt, and delivery made im¬ 
mediately the contents are registered to persons sending for the same. 

od. The hour of despatching the Mails from the General Post Office, is 
not the same at the three Presidencies. lu Bengal and Madras they are 
despatched iit S pm. In 11 Din bn y at G r P a. 

54. At Madras there is moreover a second despatch daily to St. Thomas 
Mount, the aitilleiy head quartern, 8 miles distant, at 11 a.ii, 

55. In Bengal, the Mails are despatched on 6 different routes, in Mad- 
riis on Sp in Unnibny on 4, 

In Bengal the six routes hip: - 

1. To Barrack pore, Benares, Allahabad, CWnpnre, AlJyghur, where it 
divides one branch going to Delhi, Kurnnul and Loodianah, the 
other to Meerut and Landour. This route is the great Dawk 
route to tipper and Genital India, and has branches, east ami 
west, to Agra, Patna, Goruckpore, Lucknow. Sepal, Gmilior, 
Xccmuch, MkijW and all the principal stations of upper [Jindos- 
than and Centra] India. 

2. To Berhampore, Maldab, Diuajporc, Rungpore, and Assam with a 

branch io Bbangulpore smd Uongliyr. 

3. To Dumdum, Bornsef, Jessore, Dacca, Chittagong nnd Arracan. 

4. To Kedgeree. 


! 
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5. To Ditiapore, Sumbalpore* Nagpore, AuiruiigabaJ, to Foonah and 

Bombay with branches North and South from Xagpore* vide 
routes 3 Madras and 1. Bombay. 

6. To Jelasore p Balasore, Cuttack, Poree to Ganjam^ Bezoaruh, Madras, 

ami Ceylon with branches east and west from Bezoorah, vnie 
route L Madras, 

57. A Banghy also travels on each of the above roads save No. 5 where 
it only proceeds as far us Nngpore. 

58. In Madras the five routes are: — 

1, To NcUove s Gimtoor, Bezoarah, Yi^agapattam, Gatijnm, and Calcutta 
with a branch from Bezoarah east to Mosul ipatnui and west to 
Hyderabad. 

2 To Fonamidlc, Cuddapah, tiooty, Bel hi ry and Darwar amt by a 

branch to Kumool, Hyderabad* Nag pore and Allahabad* 

3 . To Poonamally, Arcot + Bangalore, Seringap&tam, Caimanore, Tell I - 

cherry and Mangalore and by u branch from Bangalore to Hurry- 
bur. Dai-war; Foanak, and Bombay ami branches from Mysore 
north-west to Mangalore and south-west to the Xeelgheries and 
Callicut. 

4* To Conjevemm* Areot, Vellore, Salem, Avauasliy, Uolucamund, and 
from Avan ashy to Coimbatore, Paulghuot cherry and Cullicnt- 

5. To St. Thomas Mount, Chingleput, Tiudavanum, Trichinopolyj 
Madras* Palamcotta and Travaueore. On this mad u Dawk Banghy 
runs ns far as Tlndeveram* and thence to Poiulicbery, Cuddalore. 
Sheally* Xegapatiam and Ceylon branching from Shcally also in 
Tanjore and Trkhmopoly- 

59. The Dawk Banghy diffeis from the ordinary Banghy to be hereafter 
described, as ii conveys the letter mail as well as parcels. It is peculiar to this 
one route. 

6T The Bangby is confined to mutes No. 1 + to Calcutta and No. 3 as fur 
ns Cannattorn. 

0L There was formerly u Bung by to the Neelghexiy Hills but it wo* 
abolished in 1H34* as its receipts did not cover its coeC 

62; In Bombay T the four routes are: — 

I. To PonweH and Poo nab, where it divides, one branch going via 
A limed nuggar, Arungabad to Calcutta^ the other cia Sittarah, 
Belgnum* Darwar, Hurryhur and Madras with a branch east to 
Shollupure and Hyderabad, another from Belgaum west to 
Tingorh) on the coast north of Goa and a third from Durwnr to 
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Honor* and Mangalore on the coast south of Goa, and n fourth 
ea&i to Bellury, 

2.. To Tannah, Nuasik, Mull iff is uni. Mhow p and Central and Upper 
India, 

d. To Surat,, Broach, Barodn* Kasra, AhmeJabad, Deesa, Pnhlunpore 
and Serowea with, branch Dawks from Buroda to Hhow, and from 
Kairu to Ilajkot and Cutch- 

4. To Fan well, Dapoolee, Rutnagherry and Yimgorla. 

£kl. There is no separate Baughy establishment under the Bombay Freai- 
deucy. 

G4. The Dawks on the above several great routes travel direct throughout 
their whole extent without stoppage and independent of each other, with ex¬ 
ception of the following, 

6m The great western mail from Cun n snore, Madras Presidency route 
No. 3, to Madras h is detained at Bangalore to await the passing of that from 
Bombay. 

EG. The Bengal and Madras Mails en route to Bombay, are each detained 
daily at Poonabp, let them arrive at what hour they may* till 5 f.u. when both 
are conveyed together to Bombay, there being but one conveyance by contract 
between Poonah and Bombay, The mails from Bombay to Bengal anti Madras 
are not however subjected to any similar detention at Poonah. 

G7. The (Toss Dawks await the passing of the several great moils at their 
respective points of junction, and are by them taken up and brought on. 

63, Jn Bengal and Madras the mails are Aral wrapped in paper, and then 
in wax cloth throughout the year, and double wax cloth during the ruins. In 
Bombay they are packed in coarse Dungaree cloth in fine weather, and in wax 
cloth only during the ruins by which system the Postmaster General, Bombay 
reports a material saving has been effected, 

rhniughout I nil hi, each packet when closed is carefully sealed. 

70. In Bengal and Madras the packets are put into leather wallets. In 
Bombay they are packed in a coarse hempen bag for despatch by the mail cart 
to Poonah, ond on the other roads they are placed in hags of Dungaree covered 
with wax cloth. 

71, The Bengal wallet is of a superior description both in respect to 
model and manufacture. In shape it resembles a soldier knapsacks, and is com¬ 
posed of very well-tanned double leather, laced up and folded over At top p fasten¬ 
ed by buckles and straps and secured by 3 souls* It is however doubtful whether 
any substance except metal would be perfectly proof againet exposure to wea¬ 
ther and the friction a wallet must experience from the hack of a runner and 
Mr. Elliot slates, that the wallets now in use in Bengal have been immersed in 
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water lor 12 hours without their contents sustaining such enquiry, as they have 
subsequently received on a lengthened exposure to heavy rain on the road. The 
Bengal wallet weighs about 5 lbs, 

72. The Madras wallet is considerably larger than that of Bengal, and is 
merely a strong leathern hag secured by a single strap and seal. It is lighter 
than the Bengal wallet being under 4 lbs. in weight and is more simple and 
more easily packed. It does not seem however to afford so thorough a protec¬ 
tion against wet as that of Bengal. 

73* The Bombay mail bag is as above stated of Dungaree and wax cloth 
and appears oi very simple construction* 

74. There arc three separate and distinct systems adopted lor the convey¬ 
ance of the mails by land both Dawk and Banghy in India, Firstly by con¬ 
tract on the principle of payment proportioned to accelarated or diminished 
speed, secondly by Government establishments of men on fixed and permanent 
monthly pay without reference to rates of travelling. Thirdly by Government 
establishments of men on a monthly pay which is increased If the rate of travel¬ 
ling exceeds a certain standard of speed. 

TJk The first system prevails partially in Bengal and Bombay* 

76. In Bengal from Calcutta on route 4, Kedgeree to its extremity 
61 miles. on routes 5 and 6, 1,032 miles on the one and 341 on the latter, vis., 
to the boundary of the Bengal territory on each,, on route I to Kumtml 974 
miles and Meerut 893 miles and nko by branch Dawks to Goruckpore and Agra 
which last has been recently extended to GuaKor and Sehore. On route from 
Upper India to Mhow and Bombay on route 2 to Bungpur 309 miles and 
Rhaugulpore 277 miles and on route 3 to Chittagong 353 miles. 

77. In Bombay it is confined to the route from Poonah in Bombay 72 
miles by land and 24 by water, total 96 miles. 

73. In both Presidencies the contract system on its present footing is of 
recent introduction; for some period however prior to its institution, the mail 
from Calcutta to Benares hud been conveyed by contract In ekkas, a small 
wheeled conveyance arid from Allahabad to Allyghtit by a horse contract, but 
the system was not found to answer. The ekkas failed entirely In the mins 
and Mr, Elliot states the rates of contract were not sufficiently liberal It was 
accordingly abandoned. 

79 + In 1830 the existing contract plan was established in Bengal by the 
Hon'ble Mr. Elliot. By this system, a roule is divided into distances of various 
lengths each division terminating at some sudder station, so that the reports 
of arrival and departure are checked by an European authority, each contractor 
make* his own bargain for remuneration, and simply specifies the mode in 
which he purpose? to fulfil his contract and reports to the Postmaster Genera) 
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uoy change in Lis system ke may find it expedient to adopt. He curries the 
mails us he pleases, and no muster of his people or interference with his ar¬ 
rangements is permitted. All that is required from him is to deliver the mails 
at the time contracted for whatever that rate maj - he. For every half mile an 
hour gained in speed, lie receives an increased allowance culetiluted by a 
graduated scale of a certain number of annas per rupee and for every half 
mile lost he forfeits u portion of Lis contract allowance, calculated on a similar 
scale. The rate contracted for is by no means uniform but varies according to 
circumstances. The maximum rate is 5$ miles an Lour, tbe minimum 3D but 
i his low rate prevails only for a short distance cn route to Bombay. 4| or 5 
miles per hoar may lie stated as the usual contract rate. The mnil con tractors 
agree for Loth Dawk and Banghy, the latter of course at less speed than the 
former, and although the details of the lntter contracts sire somewhat different, 
their principles are materially the same. 

80. The results of this system in respect to speed have proved most bene¬ 
ficial, as will appear liy the annexed contrasted statement D of the rate of 
travelling on the principal roads of Bengal in 1825 and 1835 respectively, from 
which it appears that on an average of the several routes the speed has been 
increased full 50 per cent, or 11 mile an hour, ike rate in 1825 averaging 3 
miles an kour, that for 1835, 41 miles an hour including stoppages. 

81. It mud not however he concealed that this increased speed tins been 
purchased ut considerable coat, A contrasted statement of the respective ex¬ 
penses in annexed E from which it appears that the contract system bus ex¬ 
ceeded, by about 70 per cent., the Government establishments it replaced, 
namely; cost of Govern me of establishments for 12 months, 101,313 ss Co, 
its. 1 , 05 , 878 - 5 - 7 . The cost of 35 contracts for 12 months. 172,922=Co. 
Its, 1,80,703-7-9; excess cost of contract system, 8. Its. 71,603 = To. 
Its. 74,825-2-2. 

82. Io Bombay, the only existing contract is to Poem all 96 miles. The 
terms are C miles an hour in fair weather ami 5 miles in the rains. The mails 
are conveyed, as far as they go by land, in a wheeled carriage, which the eon- 
tractor is bound to make suitable for the conveyance of one passenger along 
with the moils. The contract was originally established in 1811, from Foonah 
to Pun well 72 miles by land. It has recently been extended to Bombay 24 
miles by water. 

83. The coBt of lhis contract per annum is as follows: — Land carriage 
Rupees 12,000; TIV nter f‘aimnge Rupees 5,741); total for 96 miles Rupees 17,749, 

84. Wo should here state that at Madras in 1833 enquiries were preferred 
by a Committee a a to tbe expediency or otherwise of substituting contracts for 
Government establishments throughout that Presidency as a means of experl it- 
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iiig the conveyance ol the mails. The opinions of the local district authorities 
riot being however id general favourable to the practicability of the measures 
the plan wus eventually abandoned* 

85. The second system or that by which the entire Post UfSee Department 
throughout India was formerly conducted, still prevails in Bengal, on all routes 
beyond the termination of the several contracts except in the Oudc province* 
and throughout the Madras and Bombay Presidencies except from Bombay tn 
Poona In 

cS6, This system consist* in sets of men, in Government pay, being sta¬ 
tioned at certain fixed stages along the line of route By which the mails arc 
Conveyed. The system is not however uni form* save that the salaries of the men 
are fixed without reference to speed* The rates of pay are different, the rate* 
of travelling are different, the distances of stages are different, the mode of 
conveying the mail is different, the mode of supervision is different and lastly 
the weight carried by them is regulated by different standards. 

87. In Bengal, the ordinary pay of a Dawk runner h rupees 4* of an 
overseer 6. In Madras the pay of a runner varies from rupees -l to 7 + that of 
the overseers reduced in 1804,, varied from rupees 6 to 10. In Bombay, the pay 
of a runner is from rupees 4§ to 7 and that of an overseer from rupees 7 to 12 
per month. 

88. In Bengal the rate of travelling on routes under this system does not 
exceed four miles an bour p while the general rate is very materially lower* In 
Madras the rule varies from 4} to 4 miles per hour. In Bombay from TJ to 
2^ miles per hour a rate in fact, which is often slower than that of the Banghy 
in Bengal under the contract system, but in that Presidency it must be remem¬ 
bered there is no Banghy for the conveyance of the heavier Government 
despatches. 

89. In Bengnl I he length of stages varies from 6 to II miles ngrcenbJy 
to local circumstances. 

0(h In Madras, llie length of stages on the great routes vnues from ft to 7 
or even 8 miles ; occasionally and on the smalt cross routes from 10 to 11 mile?;. 

ffl. In Bombay* the stages vary from S to 10 miles. 

92. In Bengal, the runners only carry the mail one way, up or down 
as the case may be. 

!Kh In Madras and Bombay, they convey the mad both fruyj running 
regularly tip one day and i&wn the mexi 

94. In Bengal* the runners are generally, and in Bombay, occasionally 
supervised by persons called Thldadors or Overseers, whose duty it is to super¬ 
intend the rate of travelling* to see that the men are at their posts, and to pay 
them their wages, but they do not appear to be employed on any fixed or uni- 
44 
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form scale, with reference either to extent of route, or the number of runners 
each may have to supervise. The Committee have requested the opinion of 
local officers 0 $ to the expediency of retaining these servants. 

95. In Madras, Overseers were in like manner employed until 1834* 
when they were discharged, to the number of seventy-three (73) at the recom¬ 
mendation of the Madras Post Office Committee* by which n saving of 
Rupees 8*000 per annum was effected* Only 4 Overseers aro now retained in 
the Madras Presidency, The Committee have preferred enquiries respecting 
the results of this measure, 

96- In Bengal, the maximum load allowed by Regulation for each Run¬ 
ner is 8 seers or Ifi-Iba. i f e. 7 11-lbs. exclusive of the wallet, but in cases of emer¬ 
gency wallets are occasionally made up to a weight of 22-Ibs. or even 28-1 fas. 

97. In Madras, the maximum load allowed by Regulation for each Run¬ 
ner is I84bs. P or 14-lbs, exclusive of the wallet. But this Regulation is not 
attended to, for the return of weight Actually carried in July last, furnished by 
the Postmaster General shows that, on the Dawks of that month, on three out 
of the five great routes from Madras, the average for the entire month was in 
excess of that weight, that on many days the loads were materially in excess 
of that weight and that even as much as 40-1 b,^ have been carried by a single 
Runner. 

98. In Bombay, the weight to he carried by a Dak Runner is noi fixed 
fay any Regulation, but from the returns of weight actually carried in July 
last, the average appears to he 12-lbs. r but it is frequently in excess of 18-Ibs,* 
-*nd as much os 50-lbs. have been even carried by a single Runner, while it 
must lx? borne in mind that the cloth bag or wallet itself in which such pac¬ 
ket* arc conveyed, is very inconsiderable. 

99. The third system is confined to the province of Oude, and Inis only 
been established since the year UjiL The Runners receive a fixed pay of 
Rupees 4 per mensem and the Overseer Rupees fi per mensem, but should the 
average rate of speed during the month exceed or equal 5 miles an hour, each 
Runner receives 8 annas and each Overseer a Rupee extra, being an increase 
of about I2J per cent, hut they never receive any further reward than this, Set 
the increased speed of travelling be what it may, while on the other hand they 
are mulcted for unnecessary delays. The average rate of travelling in the 
Oude province did not exceed 3| miles an hour until the year 183Q t when 
it had improver! to about 4 miles an hour. The subjoined statement F of the rate 
travelled during six months from April to October 1S35 t shows an average 
monthly speed from 4| up to 6J miles an hour, a result which may justly be 
slated ns no less surprizing than satisfactory and which reflects high credit on 
Captain Paton, the Assistant Resident at Lucknow" to whom Government is in- 
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deb l ed lor the original plan, as also for having superintended its eBiubliBhiuenl 
and success, 

10ft The extra cost of tins system is very moderate; under no circum¬ 
stances can it increase the expenditure more than 121 per cent,, nod yet we art* 
not aware that a higher rate oi speed has been attained in India for any 
lengthened distance, than under ite operation. 

101. 1 b Bengal, all the mails whether on main routes or cross roads art- 

despatched daily. 

102. In Madras and Bombay, one or two small cross mails are despatched 
only twice or thrice a week. 

103. There are three places where the mail is conveyed for some distance 
by water. 

First —Throughout Assam, olong the Eastern Frontier of Bengal, where 
it is conveyed by can oca, as a great portion of that province h inundated 
throughout the year or intersected with numerous large streams. 

Secondly.—From Fan well to Bombay, a distance of 24 miles, down a river 
and across an arm of sea. It is conveyed partly on canoes, and partly m stout 
boats. This work is now performed by contract. 

Lastly,—From Kedgeree to Calcutta, 61 miles, although there is a land 
post from Kedgeree, the same would be insufficient to convey the numerous 
and weighty packages received from Europe. For this purpose an efiicient 
establishment of Boats is maintained at Kedgeree, one of which boards every 
vessel on arrival, and receiving Irom it the box, packets, etc., brings the 
eam« up to Calcutta. 

104. In the Madras Presidency, letters arc conveyed, on such routes as 
the mail does not travel, by a system which promotes the public convenience 
and also increases the revenue. In every district daily communications pas> 
between the Revenue and Magisterial Officers and their respective subordinates 
throughout the province, und these are conveyed principally hy the village or 
district peons. It was well-known that these peons conveyed private letters, 
and it was thus thought by the Madras Committee in 18-33-34 that- their service 
might be brought to account hy legalizing such conveyance, on payment of 
postage. Accordingly letters may now he received hy any Revenue Officer 
throughout the country, at the regulated rates of postage, and forwarded by 
menus of the Collector’* Dawk to the nearest Post Office. The accounts are 
kept hy the Cutcberry servants of tho Collector, and the amount received 
credited by that officer monthly in one item, as received from District Toppalls- 
It would not appear from the returns before the Committee that the syntem 
has been uniformly adopted throughout that Presidency, but in some districts 
the receipts are considerable. 
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if)5. When the exigencies of the public service demand unuaual despatch, 
it is the practice at all the three Presidencies to send letters by " Express.” 
As however no separate establishment is retained for this purpose public offi¬ 
cers are enjoined to use Express us sparingly as possible, in order not to inter¬ 
fere with the transit of the regular mails. In Madras indeed, if any public 
officer forwards a despatch " Express " and it should appear that the exigency 
of the service did not require such conveyance he is liable to be made to pay 
for the same at the rate of 2 annus a mile, for the whole distance. At Madras 
General Post Office, the Postmaster General is enjoined not to forward an 
Express without special instructions from the Chief Secretary to Government. 

106. In Bengal, private individuals may have the privilege of an express, 
on payment for the same at 4 unnas a mile, they are not however of frequent 

occurrence anywhere, but are occasionally employed between Calcutta and 
Kfiilgenie, 

107. The time occupied by the two last Expresses from Madras to Cal¬ 
cutta was 7 days 13 hours and 7 days 16} hours respectively, which shows a rate 

of travelling including utoppages, of rather more than & miles 6 furlongs per 
hour. r 

108. The rate of un Express from Bombay to Calcutta is not quite equal 
U> ttns ' ,Mlt (}ie tjInf1 ' occupied by the last Express, was only 10 days 22± hours, 
w hich show s n rate of travelling, including stoppages of rather "more than b 
miles 3 furlongs per hour, 

m ■ TLe ei mails between stations is inhibited except on urgrnl 

occasions which must he reported to the Postmaster General, os well as to the 
nimipst office to w!ik:h the mails* are in transit, 

110 . In Bengal and Madras, the Postmaster General sends the packets 
duly made tip direct on board the vessel about to sail, and takes a receipt for 
the some from the Commander. 1 le in like manner receives all packets brought 
by ship direct from thp vefigoL 

Itl. Ir, Bombay all such packets are forwarded, through the Superin¬ 
tendent of (he Indian Xavy, whether to or from any vessel. 

112. At Madras and Bombay, when packets are open for despatch by sea, 

the same ]s notified to |he public in the Garettec, as also bv a notice at the 
Post Office. 

113. At Mad™ ond Bombay, it is dsn notified in the Gazette, by what 
vessels letters received between the several dates specified hare been despatched 
No similar convenience is adopted in Bengal, beyond the return of the <’he- 

Jfiuns to the Mofusail offices on which are marked the vessel by which such 
letters will be despatched, 

114. In Bengal and Madras, parcels imported are forwarded Immediate- 




EARLY DATS OF POSTAL ADMINISTRATION IN INDIA ITT 


ly by Uangby* In Bombay, there being no Bangby, such parcels are not for¬ 
warded by post, except under special instructions- The Postmaster General 
notifies periodically in the Gazette* a list of parcels received and remaining 
at the Post Office, 

115. In Bombay, the Superintendent of the Indian Navy notifies to the 
Postmaster Gene ml the arrival of vessels from Europe* and intended departure 
of vessels in nil parts of the world* and further furnishes weekly a list of all 
ships in the Harbour whose destination is known* with the probable period of 
departure. 

I1C, We now proceed to the levying of postage throughout India, 

llT, Inland postage levied on all letters throughout India, which are not 
franked by some competent public officer, or addressed to certain specified 
authorities. But the rates of postage* the principles on which* under certain 
circumstances, it is calculated* and the mode in which it is levied, vary most 
materially in the three Presidencies, 

Hit. First aa respects the rates of postage. 

119. The rates of inland letter postage arc different at each Presidency, 
as shown in the annexed Schedule G in which the rates are shown as now 
existing, and as they were severally in 1H2B, 

120. The general average rate of the Bombay scale up to 1,500 miles 
may he briefly stated at about 3fl per cent, above Bengal* and 8 above Madras, 
while ihe Madras scale, reduced 15 per rent, from April 1834, is still about 
21 per cent, above the Bengal standard. The data and calculations, on which 
the^e averages are assumed, arc annexed in Statement II. 

121. in Bengal, the minimum postage is 2 annas for 50 miles and 
advances to a maximum of annas 20 for 2,300 miles. 

122. In Madias, the minimum postage is 1 anna for 15 miles, and ad- 
ranees to a maximum ol annas 10 for all distances beyond 1*000 miles. 

123. In Bombay the minimum postage is 2 anuns for 30 miles and In¬ 
creases to 8 annas for 300 mites, and nn anna extra fur every additional hun¬ 
dred miles, but letters not exceeding hall Siccu weight are considered half 
letter-?, and liable only lo half single postage. 

124. Throughout India, Law Papers, Registers, Accounts, Voucher?, etc. 
attested as such by the full signature of the party sending them, and as not 
containing any other writing, are permitted to lx? sent by Post at lower rates, 
with reference to their weight, than ordinary letters But the regulation is 
no* uniform. 

125. Any breach of the above stipulations subjects the parties offending 
to a heavy penalty, which penalty is uniform throughout India. 

45 
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Bengal find Iladrfis, on uM such papers etc., tingle postage in 
charged for erery three Sicca weight, in the fanner up to 21 Sicca, in tLc 
latter to 15 Siccp. 

127, In Bombay single postage is charged for every 4 Sicca weight up to 
25 Sicca a, 

123. We meat here note the several changes in the rate throughout India 
of letter postage since 1328. 

129. Ill Bengal , in that year, the rates of letter Postage were ns per 
margin.* In 1329 a new scale was experimentally introduced, which on 
distances up to 500 miles wps estimated at a reduction of about but 

beyond that distance the reduction was gradually 
augmented, until at 1,000 miles and upwards, the 
scale was only half of the former rates the principle 
of which was to relieve Residents at great distances 
from the very heavy charges to which they had 
been subjected. Letters at half Sicca weight were 
also received nt half single postage. In 6 months 
the collections had fallen off by about This 
was principally attributed to half weight letters, 
ihp rule respecting which was accordingly 
abolished. The deficit in the following 0 months 
was reduced from £ to about {. In 1830 a 
revised scale, still calculated on the principle of 
affording relief to persons at great distances, wos 
introduced and is still in force. 

130. In Madras. The rates of letter postage 
HI 1888 were as per margin.t In the yenr 1833-34 
a committee wna appointed at ifadros to enquire 
into lliese rules, pud Hither niaitcs connected with 
the Post office; and on their report a revised rule, 
reduced about 15 per cent, below the then scale, 
Was introduced from April 1834, and is that now 
m force, 

1-il* 1 he result of tills arrangement is sntig* 

factory, for ulthough the reduced soak was gstinmfeet] 

U 15 per cent, below the esifftinp rut**, or Re. 40,000 
on the collections r.f 1832-33, the actual falling ofi 
in receipt a for 1S34-36 has been only IU. 212-1141 or less than 21 per cant on 
the collections of 1832-33. 
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132. It should however be added that that committee revised and abolished 
certain franking privileges, and as the number of Public or Service and free 
letters has since diminished by several thousands, it is probable this arrange¬ 
ment may have materially attested the receipts. 

1-33. la Bombay, the existing rates of letter Postage are, with excep¬ 
tion of the half letter rate, the same as were in force in 182S, *Jn lho 
6 th May, 1831, the hnlf letter rate was established. tin the 5th February 
1834, these Regulations were superseded by a revised scale, which was framed, 
on the principle of one sheet of common letter paper being esteemed a single, 
twu a double, and half u sheet only a half letter above 1 Sicca weight, postage 
was increased by half Siceas instead of by entire Siceas. A distinction was 
however made in respect to festive tetters, when not w ritten on English paper 
or folded in the English form. They were charged at the following increased 
rotes. 

Under } Sicca.—Half letter postage. 

From £ to * Sicca.—Single postage. 

„ \ to Sicca.—Double. 

after which single postage was added for every half Sicca weight, 

134. The whole of this Regulation was rescinded 4lh March 1835 by 
order of the Supreme Government, which declared that weight was the 
principle on which postage should be levied, and the rates, existing previous 
tu 1834, were accordingly re-established. 

135. The introduction of the half letter system caused a diminution of 
about 13 per cent, in the collections of 1331-32 and combined with the reduction 
in newspaper postage in June ISIS bad still further increased that reduction 
ill 1832*33 to about 31 per cent. In the year 1833-34, various order* 
respecting Hie privilege of franking, and directing the increased rate of 
postage, by \ instead of whole Siceas, were enacted, end the receipts increased 
to very nearly those of 1831-32 while in the following year, owing to the full 
operation of the above alterations, and a revised rate of newspaper postage, 
they had increased to about IT per cent, above ihose of 1830-31. 

136 . In Bengal letter* and parcels are not received at the General Post 
i Jffice for delivery in Calcutta itself. 

137. In Madras letters noi exceeding 10 Sicca weight, are received at 
the General Post Office, for delivery- at the Presidency, at postage of 1 anna, 
and Parcels are received for delivery in like manner, up to 100 Sicca weight, 
at a charge of 2 annas. 

138. In Bombay neither letters nor parcels arc received at the General 
Post Office, nor at its Branch Post Office, Bycullah, for distribution on the 
Island of Bombay. 
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139. Throughout India the weight allowed for a single letter is 
1 Sites weight ami single jmsfage is added fur every additional Sicca weight 
up to 21 Sicca in Bengal, 36 Sicca in Madras, and 25 Sicca in Bombas', 
beyond which weights respectively, letters are not received for despatch by 
the Letter Dak, but are sent by Bangby and charged for as Parcels. 

140. In Bengal public letters arc received by Dawk up to 25 Siecas only. 
But in Bombay, the rule is of necessity departed from in the case of 
liovernmeut despat clips, as there is no Bangby by which they may be sent. 

141. In Bengal and Madras, ship postage Is levied on all letters received 
or sent by sea. At the foimer, the rate is 3 annas. At the latter 4 annas for 
a single letter. 

■ ft -—The postage on letters sent by sea from Madras has only been 
imposed from the 1st of December last. 

142. In Bengal, all letters received by sea are burthened with an 
additional land postage from Kedgeree, at the rate of 3 annas for a single 
letter delivered in Calcutta, Such as are forwarded to the Mofnsail are 
charged land postage direct from Kedgeree. But to stations beyond Cawnpore, 
un higher postage is charged than to that station. Thus 13 annas* is the 
maximum postage levied anywhere in Bengal on a single letter imported by 
sea at Calcutta. 

143. It is to be observed that this principle does not extend to letters 
landed at the other Presidencies, and thence transmitted to Bengal stations. 

l i t. Letters received in Bengal, which have been landed at Madras or 
Bombay, or which are despatched from Bengal for shipment at those 
Presidencies, pay half the Bengal ship postage, in addition to the inland 
postage to which they are respectively liable, but letters similarly received 
at Madras, overland from the other Presidencies, are subjected to the full 
Madras ship postage in addition to the Inland postage. 

Mo. All letters sent for despatch by vessels that have dropped down 
(lie river below Coaly Bazar at Calcutta, are also charged land postage to 
Kedgeree over and above ship postage. 

146. At Bombay ship postage at the rale of 2 aanas per single letter, and 
increasing at the rate of 2 annas for each additional Sicca weight up to 
21 Sicca weight was imposed on the 19(h March 1830, hut was taken off again 
25th October 1831 and ship postage is not now levied at that Presidency on 
letters, papers, or parcels received or sent by sea. 

Mi, At Bombay letters received from sea are neither numbered. 


* Sea Postage j aniiiii; In land Postage loiinnos, total i j annas. 
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registered nor stamped, but those received for despatch to Europe are 
registered- 

148. The weight allowed for a single letter exported or imported by sea 
both in Bengal and Madras is 1 Sicca, But the increase of postage on letters 
above that weight is not regulated on exactly the same system, 

149. In Bengal, letters exported are subjected to sea postage as per 
annexed Scale I gradually increasing to a maximum charge of Its. 3-8 and 
a maximum weight of 21 Sicca weight* beyond which packets ol letters are 
charged ati parcels. 

lot). Letters imported for Calcutta are subjected to the same Sea Postage 
as when exported- 

151. Letters imported for transmission to the interior are subjected to 
the above rates* only as far as a maximum charge of Rs. 1-6* and a maximum 
weight of 8 Siccus, beyond which they are charged us parcels and de a patched 
by Banghy. Thus a letter weighing 20 Sicca weight despatched from Cawnpore 
to Calcutta for shipment to Eutope would be charged: 

Ship Postage, Ha- 3 As. 6; Inland Postage, Ha, 12 As. 8; total Rs. 15 As. 14. 

A similar letter imported find despatched to Cawnpore would he charged 
Ship Postage* Re. 1 m f Inland Postage, Rs. 2 A&. 4; total Its. 3 As. 4, 

Difference between the charge for Exported and Imported Letter Its. 12-10. 

152. In Bengal p Law Papers* Accounts, Vouchers* etc.* are subjected to a 
third of the above rates as far us 21 Siceabove which they are also deseed 
ag parcels and charged accordingly, 

153. At Madras, the rate for letters either on /mpurt or Export is increas¬ 
ed by single pn&togo regularly lor each additional Sicca weight as far as 16 Sicca 
w eight* beyond which a ship letter is considered u packet and charged 4 rupees. 
Law Papers* Accounts, Vouchers* etc.* arc subjected to half these rates of ship 
postage up to 15 sicca weight* but above that weight they are also charged n* 
a Packet, Rupees 4. 

154. In Bengal, the ship postage rates for parcels are shown in the annex¬ 
ed Statement K F the minimum rate is 8 annas* front 8 to 12 sicca weight* and 
increases to maximum of Its. 5-S for 300 sicca weight and upwards. 

155 In Madras, Parcels received by sea ore subjected to a charge u! 
2 annas each* when delivered by the Distributing Peons, but not otherwise. 

156. In Bombay, no postage is levied on 8bip parcels. 

157. Houses of Agency frequently open letter bags at their respective 
offices* for receipt of letters, papers, etc.* and despatch the same on board to 
the care of the Commander, by which the payment of ship postage* leviable 
at Bengal and Madras on exported letters, is evaded* 

46 
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158. Transfer postage is peculiar to Bengal. It is | an anaa ku 
postage, which is levied on all letters from Europe, transhipped at Madras, or 
elsewhere for more speed}' conveyance to Calcutta. This | aim* i$ paid as 
Bounty Honey to the Commander who brings the letters to Calcutta. The 
regulated Bounty being paid besides to the Commander who Wings the same 
from Europe- 

159. Letters received or sent by any steamer to and from the Red 8ea, 
were originally subjeteed to a Ship postage of 4 Rupees lor a single letter* In 
addition to Inland Postage, This rate was reduced in 1833, to Rupee 1 for a 
ningle letter in addition to Inland Postage and which is that now in force. 1 

160. Secondly ns respects the principles on which postage is calculated. 

161. In Bengal and Madras when letters are despatched from any one 
station to another, postage is levied not accordingly to the direct distance 
lie twee n them, but according to the d t s ta n cc ho w eve r circ u i tons such let ter 
may happen to be conveyed. Thus from Cuddalore to Anneo the actual dis¬ 
tance is 80 miles but a letter between those stations is conveyed via Madras, 
and travels 213 miles; postage is therefore charged annas T for 2!3 miles in 
lieu of annas 4 for 80 miles. 

162. In Bombay, Postage is charged according to the direct distance 
between stations, however circuitous ihe route by which tbe letter may W 
conveyed. 

1®®- Should a fetter follow a party from station to station, the principle 
of levying extra postage is not uniform. In Bengal and Bombay, postage is 
charged at each station as though a fresh despatc h. Thus if a letter, addressed 
to Poonah 96 miles, follow a person to Ahnietliiuggur 80 more, and thence to 
Belganm miles 270, total 446 mile* postage is charged first, for 96 miles 
4 annas, then for 80 miles 4 annas, and lastly for 270 miles 8 annus, total 
16 annus, whereas agreeably to the Madras practice, and at the earns rate of 
postage, postage would be only charged for the distance travelled 446 miles 
10 annas, 

164. Thirdly, us to the mode of levying postage, 

l«vx In Bengal, full pottaye mutt be paid in advance on all Kng-lisfi 
letters, but native letters, addressed to natives only, may be sent on payment 
i.f half posture in advance, the remainder being: recovered from the Receiver. 

168. Letters delivered into chowhies or stations where there is no Deputy 
Post Master are, however, only received “ Bearing ” and aa letters for despatch 

• Strain fntUffO «s1f> :_Ftom the 3tld imtant lay order or Bombay leiiw 

iron Ci.ro only j»y lull Sl*ara (h>.Ui E « and tho« Iron J«Jda ,iad otbri pliers in ihr Hrd s« 
to ofie third pf tint oine. 





EARLY DAYS OF POSTAL ADMINISTRATION LX IXDIA 183 


to Kufope are necessarily required Ui he paid in lull in advance* such letter a 
are only permitted to be received at tbe office of a Deputy Postmaster, 

16T. la Madras and Bombay* it is optoaal with all parties Buxupe&u 
or Satire* writing to places within the limits of their respective Presidencies, 
to send their letters either " post paid” or H bearing M except when they for¬ 
ward letters for despatch by sea, in which cage, as nko when addressing person- 
beyond their own Presidency, postage must be paid in advance* if not for 
the entire distance* at least to the boundary lino, 

168. Letters between Bengal and Bombay respectively, must be paid lor 
the whole distance agreeably to the rates of the X 1 ci5si Office despatching the 
same. 

lG!) r Letters between Bengal and Madras of Madras and Bombay, may U fc 
paid lor the entire distance, or only to the boundary line, except in the instant e 
from Madras to Nagpore at tbe option of the parties. 

170, II lo the boundary line only, the balance of postage to be recovered 
from the receiver is levied on very dissimilar principles at Madras* from what 
is practised in Bengal and Bombay, Xu the two laiter Presidencies, a letter 
so sent* is considered m two distinct despatchee, and k charged afresh from 
the boundary line* the effect of which is to levy a much higher import than 
is chargeable for the entire distance, for it must he borne in mind that the 
rules ol postage below 300 miles, are much higher in proportion to distance 
than beyond 300 miles. Tbe same practice formerly prevailed at Madias, but 
the Committee ol 1833-34 considered that 41 the division of si route into two 
distinct parts” by the occurrence of a boundary line ought to make no difiei- 
euce in tbe “ tbe amount of postage " anil that il 16 annas were a fair postage 
from Calcutta to Madras, and 9 anoas the rule from Calcutta to Preoghy, the 
charge for the remaining distance should alone be annas 7 lo complete the 
Rupee, and not annas 12 as bail heretofore been tbe practice. Credit is there¬ 
fore now given ot Madras for the portion already paid at Bengal or Bombay, 
and the difference between suedi sum and the full postage only levied from the 
Receiver at Madras. 

171, Letters from India to Ceylon must be paid in full in advance, but 
when letters arrive under cover from Europe to Residents in India, such latter? 
may ho forwarded as ship letters “ Bearing Postage ” 

172. Letters for transmission by sea are received 4,1 post paid “ at any 
station in Madras and Bombay an 1 in Madras, a person sending such letter 
from any station receives in due course a stamped acknowledgment of its re¬ 
ceipt at the General Post Office. 

173. In Bengal, similar security is obtained for the safe conveyance of 
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letters to Europe from Ihe interior, by the return of the duplicate chelnun, or 
way bill, to the of lice despatching the same, on which is marked the vessel by 
which such letters will be despatched. 

17-1. We find no similar security afforded by the Bombay Regulations, 

1 *6, Throughout the three Presidencies, when individuals address a pub* 
lie officer on their private affairs, postage must be paid in advance, but this 
practice is reversed when such public officer* correspond with individuals on 
such subjects, as they superscribe the letters with their official signature and 
send them "benring postage/* 

176. Throughout the three Presidencies, the following letters pass tree 
of postage, although the sumo are not franked by any competent authorities 
nor addressed on the public service. 

First, Lettci* from England to European Soldiers in Ilis Majesty's or 
the Ilon'ble Company's Services, 

-VJ?.—This exemption is directed by Act IT, George IV Cap. 81. 

Secondly .*—Let ten to the Secretary of the Civil, Military, and Medical 
Funds, on the business of those funds. 

177. Ill Madras the following letters also pass free. 

First.— Letters to Secretary of the Medical Societies Madras and Calcutta, 
and of the Amatir Society, Minims, 

Srcomll^.— Letters of Nalivea to the Commissary General or any of his. 
officers on the business of that department, 

17S. In Bengal and Madras, letters may be despatched by Sea, at the* 

I ption of parties, to places where there is conveyance by land. In Bengal, at 
the regulated land postage, together with half seapostage. In Madras, at the 
regulated land postage only. 

l*t>, AH the three Presidencies, letter* inaccurately franked are subject¬ 
ed to postage. 

IRQ. We must here bring to the notice of Government the existing prac¬ 
tice with respect to letters from Ceylon, by which n continued loss is sustained 
Hy the Post (iffice Regulations of that Island we observe that postage is charged 
by Hie Majesty** Government to places throughout India, at rates varying from 
6 pence In 3 shillings. By a return furnished to the Madras Committee in 
1833 it appears that the number of letters received at Madras in the month of 
June was 133 of which 130 were post paid in full. Now no postage is levied 
ia India on any letters so “ paid in full.” All Ship letters moreover received 
on tho main land for transmission to Ceylon, are forwarded to that Island by 
the Dawk. " Bearing Postage ", but we do not find in either rose that ouv 
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oi postage on account of such letters are transferred by the Ceylon to the 
Indian Government, Ceylon letters are thus conveyed throughout India at 
(he cost ol the Indian Government without the latter deriving any benefit 
from the same, and it should here especially be observed that the Dok from 
Negapatam to Point Cnlemerc as well as the establishment of boats from that 
place to Point Pedro, are maintained by the Madras Government for the exclu¬ 
sive conveyance of letters to and from that Island at a cost of more than 2,000 
Hu pees per annum. 

I SI, Newspapers to and from that Island are however charged with post¬ 
age in India, In Bengal, it is considered a 4§ station. At Madras the charge 
is 3 imnns, but Madras postage is not charged on such papers as are carried 
through that Presidency to Bengal or Bombay. 

lWf. Inland postage is levied on all newspapers printed in India, not 
franked by certain privileged authorities or addressed to them, agreeably to 
the scales annexed statement L and which are graduated with reference both to 
weight and distance, 

183- In Bengal and Madras, the weight allowed for a single paper is three 
“‘ccas with a gradually increasing scale for 4 and 6 siccas respectively on 
which latter weight the charge is doubled. In Bengal an allowance of J Sicca 
is made to newspaper proprietors in the raina to allow for damp, 

184, In Bombay the weight allowed for a single paper is 4 a icon weight, 
and when above that weight and not exceeding 8 siccaa the charge is double. 

183, In Madras and Bombay tlie official Gazettes of both Governments 
go free, as also at the former, the Ceylon Government Gazette and the Cal¬ 
cutta Gazette. In Bengal, no such privilege exists, m all Official Gazettes are 
there charged with postage, when despatched into the interior, and not des¬ 
tined for record in some public office. 

188, The rates of newspaper postage are different at each Presidency and 
are detailed in the annexed contrasted statement L. 

187, In Bengal, two scales exist, a minimum of annas for ail distances 
not exceeding 400 miles anti 4| annas for all beyond that distance. These 
rates convey newspapers, provided they are not opened, following a person 
about the country, unless he moves from u 2\ tu a 4J anna station, in which 
case they are subjected to the higher rate. 

188, In Madras, the scale commences with the minimum of a anna up to 
J5 miles and increases to a maximum of 6 annas to all distances beyond 600 
miles. These rates carry papers over the entire Presidency, following persons 
from station to station provided they are not opened, without further charge. 
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180. in Bombay the scale commences with a minimum of 1 anna up to 
00 miles and increases to a maximum of 10 annas 0 pie for 1,400 miles. 


190, It is difficult to form an overage between rates presenting such 
remarkable discrepancies. But it may be observed* that to distances not exceed* 
ing 100 miles, the Madras and Bombay rates are below Bengal, At 200 miles 
they are nearly even, viz. r 2/f annas and. three annas respectively but above 
that distance the two former scales rapidly increase, until at six hundred miles 
they both are about £5 per cent, higher than Bengal. The Madras scale here 
stops, but the Bombay increases until it is considerably upwards of double 
the Bengal maximum. 

10 l r Newspapers from Bengal to Bombay are charged Bengal postage 
lor the entire distance and from Bombay to Bengal are charged Bombay post¬ 
age in like manner. A paper therefore from Calcutta to Bombay pays 4J 
annas. One from Bombay to Calcutta 10§ annas. 

192, From Madras to Bengal or Bombay the practice is different. Pont¬ 
age is charged by either pnat office to its respective boundary thus: Bombay 
and Madras 4 annas Bombay postage and 5 annas Madras postage, total, 
9 annas, Bengal and Madras, 2* arums Bengal postage and ti annas Madras 
postage, total 8| anna#: — 

193, The existing rates of Newspaper postage were alt established in 


1834, 


194. It ts heie necessary to state the several changes in newspaper post¬ 
age effected of late years in each Presidency, 


198. In Bengal up to the year 1829, Newspaper postage was charged at 


Weight 


H*+e oF 

I'ovlagc. 


Nut tceeediiig 

^ S tcc-h^ 

3 to 4 Siocu 

4 to 5 Sim* 


Single Letter 
FqsI&r 

Double 

Treble 


and won to m Siew weight 
beyond which they were not 
received. 


the rotes as per margin. In that year these rates 
being deemed excessive a reduced rate was experi¬ 
mentally adopted for 2 years under a bond from 
the proprietors of papers to make good any deficit 
of IWenue that might result from its introduc¬ 
tion. 


196. The circulation of papers increased considerably but still in the 
first year the aggregate receipts had fallen off about In the second year 
the circulation further increased and the falling off in receipts was reduced to 
1/Ttk The system was then extended experimentally for two further years In 
1834, there was still a small deficit in the amount of newspaper collections os 
contrasted with the receipts of 1823, and the rates were accordingly raised by 
the addition ol \ an anna to each scale and which rates are still in force. 

I97 + At Madras Newspapers were charged single letter postage till the 
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37th July IS32, when the rate was reduced to half letter postage. But the 
Male AtyhfM Herald which then conveyed the Government orders went free. 
I'lom April 1st, 1834 the rate was further reduced about 15 per cent, t<? the 
present scale, but the exemption from postage till then enjoyed by the Herald 
w&A withdrawn. 

198. In Bombay Newspapers were charged single letter postage till lBth 
April 1826 when the rate was somewhat reduced. On the 5th June 1832, it 
was still further reduced to 3/5th of such letter postage, experimentally and 
on the 14th May, 1834, the present scale was fixed by adding 40 per cent, to the 
then existing rate. 

199. In Bengal and Madras the postage on newspaper's forwarded by 
individuals must be paid in advance. 

200. In Bengal nud Madras, Newspapers, etc., when sent direct from the 
press may be sent under au approved engagement on the part of the proprietors 
of the press “Bearing postage" except in cases when the paper is directed beyond 
the boundary of the Presidency where printed, in which case postage must be 
paid in advance. If with Ceylon or between Bengal and Bombay in full. If 
between Bengal and Madras or Madras and Bombay to the boundary line only. 

201. In Bombay Newspapers may in all instances within that Presidency 
be forwarded " Bearing " or “ Post Paid ” at the option of the parties. 

202. In Bengal and Madras, Newspapers returned are charged full post¬ 
age for despatch, and half postage for return distance. In Bombay, they are 
charged full postage for the entire distance conveyed. 

203. In Bengal and Madras, Newspapers arc only received as such, when 
made up in short covers open at the end. In Bombay in addition to the above 
stipulation they must not exceed 5 inches by 3. 

294. Any writing whatever on the margin or cover of a newspaper other 
than the direction or enclosed within it, renders the same liable to the penalty 
prescribed for law papers in like cases, vide paragraph 125. 

205. Printed or lithographed letters or circulars are Liable io full letter 
postage, 

206. In Mndros parcels oi newspapers not exceeding a cube of 8 inches 
may be sent by Banghy at the ordinary Bunghy charge, but above that size 

are subjected to double Banghy postage. 

207. Ship newspaper postage is not levied uniformly throughout India. 

208. In Bengal it is levied on all newspapers received or despatched by sea 
as follows:—‘On export or Import off Calcutta; —For each cover without re¬ 
ft! sue® to weight not exceeding 13 seers, annas 2£. 
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209. H shipped or unshipped off Kedgeree which, nil hough only 61 miles 
distant, is considered anna station, postage is levied us follows in Calcutta : 


Tot each cover not c tending 6 Sfcta.* 

Do* Bo, 9 Sictas 

Do, Da. t2 iSiccBs 

and the same postage only is charged for a cover delivered at Loodiana 1,164 
mites distant as lor one delivered in Calcutta. 


Ship Postage. 

Land Pipage. 

Toital, 

Annas. 

Anna;, 

Annas. 

3 

4i 


J 


a 

3 

SI 

IC] 


■%rJ0. In Madras, Ship postage is not charged on newspapers imported or 
exported by sea. 

211. In Bombay Ship postage is not now charged on newspapers imported 
oi exported by sen. In the year 1830, when ship postage was imposed on 
letters it was also imposed on parcels exported containing Newspapers, pamph¬ 
lets. Law papers if open at each end, at one third of the ship letter rate. On 
parcels imported the charge up to 25 Sicca weight whb 1 Rupee, up to 50 Sicca 
2 Rupees, and an additional Rupee for every 50 Sicca weight. In the following 
year on 22nd April 1831 these rales were modified and the present Bengal seu 
scale for parcels adopted for every class of packet received in the post office, 
f in the 25th October following all ship postage was abolished. 

212. In Bengal all pamphlets and other printed papers are charged the 
same rata d inland postage a* newspapers up to 6 Sicca weight and from 


o Sioca i 

a 

lb 


rcight ra I Sicca weight... 

r> 1& h 

it la i* »»i 



Not escOMdmg 
*oo miles. 

Beyond 400 mik* r 


Aaiuls. 

Alums* 

■ *+ j 

5 

El 

m.h 

7 

M 

mm. 

S 

16 


and a single anna extra for each additional sicca to stations under 400 miles, 
and 2 annas to stations above that distance up to 21 siccus beyond which weight 
they ore not sent by letter Dawk. ’ 


210. In Madras pamphlets and other printed papers not exceeding 3 sicca 
weight, are charged single letter postage but obove that weight are charged 

half Banghy rates. Single price currents ore however considered as news- 
papers. 


214. On the routes on which the Banghy travels in the Madras Presidency 
newspapers, pamphlets and printed papers, exceeding in weight 1 Rupee ore 

in a ■ practicable eases despatched by such conveyance instead of bv the tetter 
Dawk, * 
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21 fi. In Bombay pamphlets and other printed papers are charged at the 
rat© of a dingle letter for every 4 sicca weight except to Poonab 96 miles to 
which they are charged only 4 annas for every 10 sicca weight. 

21b. In .Madras books printed at the Male Asylum press are sent by poet 
or Banghy as tho case may be without reference to weight at single letter post¬ 
age payable at the place ol delivery. 

217. In Bombay certain religious periodicals are permitted to pans free. 
In Madras this privilege was fonneiyl conceded, but it was abolished at the 
recommendation of the committee in 1834. 

21S, Throughout India the Proceedings and Journal of the Asiatic 
Society as well us those of the Medical ad Physical Society. Calcutta, were 
formerly not liable to postage. But the privilege was withdrawn in 1834 
except in Madras where the Proceedings of the Medical and Physical Society 
Calcutta still pass free. 

219. Newspapers imported from England addressed to European soldiers 
in India are not charged with sea or land postage. This exemption is not 
prescribed by any special Regulation and it does not appear whence the prac¬ 
tice originated but it is evidently of very old date. 

229. In Bengal and Madras, Bounty money is payable at the undermen¬ 
tioned rales la masters of vessels or others bringing ship letters etc., excepting 
soldiers' and seamens 1 letters on winch no ship postage is leviable to any post 
office nr delivering the same to the Post Muster General's agents. 

221. In Bengal lor each letter, packet of papers or parcel chargeable with 
postage from any port of India or to the eastward, or Ceylon nr Java $ an nnna: 
from all other ports 1 aiina. 

222. fn Madras for each letter only from any port I anna. 

223. In Bombay as no ship postage is levied no Bounty to masters of 
vessel* is payable. 

224. When packets are transhipped at Madras or elsewhere for speedy 
conveyancp to Calcutta, the Bounty of 1 anna is paid to the Commander bring¬ 
ing them from England, while he who brings them to Calcutta receives 1 an 
anna also, which extra l an anna is accordingly charged to individuals a* 
transfer postage. 

225. A small bounty, not exceeding 1 pice per letter is payable at Calcutta 
to masters of steam vessels who bring np packets from the Sand Heads or other 
places in the River or who tow up the Dak Boats. 

226. When steam vessels go down to overtake a ship on her way to sea 
and convey an after packet from the post office a bounty of 1 anna per letter 
is paid to the commander and which mini is accordingly charged to persons 
availing themselves of this despatch in excess of the regulated ship postage. 
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£27* Commariders of ships da not receive in India bounty money for such 
letters us they may convey from Ibis country* but for every letter they thus 
deliver in England they receive from His Majesty's General Post Office the 
sum of l wo pence. 

2 38. On a certain number of great roads in India* a separate post for 
conveyance of packets and parcels not exceeding a certain weight* and at a 
lower rate of postage than is charge*! for letters* is maintained. It is called 
<s The Banghy ” and is conveyed in like manner as the letter dawk* either by 
contract or by Government Establishments. In Bengal both systems are 
adapted. In Madras only the latter system is known. In Bombay there is 
no Government Banghy. 

339, The Banghy contract system was established in Bengal in 1832-30* 
two years subsequent to the institution of the mail contracts, but its principles 
are not exactly the same as the dak contract. The mail contractors are bound 
to convey the Bunglues upon the following terms. The Postmaster-General 
determines the number of men required, changing the same as circumstances 
may render necessary. The contractor gets the pay of the men at 4 rupees a 
head per mensem, and 10 per cent, commission for managing them to go 3 
mile* an hour, with a scale of increase and decrease for augmented or dimi¬ 
nished speed. 

230. The results of this system, in respect to speed, have been most benefi¬ 
cial, as will appear from the annexed contrasted statement M ol the rate of 
travelling before and after its institution, on the principal roads in Bengal, 
and from which it appears that the speed has been Increased about 53 per cent, 
or nearly one mile an hour. The rate in 1832 very little exceeded 1] mile 
an hour. It now in some instances exceeds three miles, while the whole re- 
turn for March, 1835* shows a general average of nearly 2$ miles on hour. 

23L The extra expense at which this augmented speed has been effected 
is detailed in the annexed statement N t from which it appears that the con¬ 
tract system has exceeded by about 24 per cent, the Government establish¬ 
ment* it replaced viz +f cost of Government establishment for 12 months 
= 30 P 103; cost of contract system = 3 7,527; excess cost of contract system 
= 7 P 434, 

-V../SP. — As some of these contracts have only been concluded a few months 
their cost is contrasted with the Government Establishments for such portion 
of the year only, as they have been actually in operation, 

232. In Bengal the Banghy is maintained on all the direct routes from 
Calcutta to certain distances, and on several of the crass roads and over and 
above the regular Banghy, there are also extra Banghiea which will be explain¬ 
ed further on* ui<7e paragraph 250, 
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233. In Madras, the Banghy is maintained only on two uf the main 
routes, vig., northward {rum Madras to Preaghy an route to Calcutta where it 
unites with the Bengal Bangby and westward from Madras to Cannon ore. The 
rate of travelling may be stated at about 2f miles per hour. Them is besides 
a Dak Banghy southward from Madras to Tricbinopolv, aid Cuddy lure and 
Tun j ore, for the conveyance of letters us well as parcels. The Dak Bunghy or 
** Letter and Parcel Post" is peculiar to this one mute, 

234. In Bengal and Madras, the weight carried by one man is limited to 
-50 |hs. divided into 2 boxes or baskets of 25 lbs. each. In the Dak Banghy 
above mentioned the weight is restricted to a total of 28 lbs. 

235. In Bombay, there is now no separate Bangby Establish meat. But 
the mail contractor from Bombay to Poonab is bound by bis contract to convey 
parcels as well as letters between those two stations. This arrangement took 
effect from March, 1841. Parcels so forwarded to Puonah are transmitted to 
other stations by coolies supplied through the Dak Overseer at Puonah, at the 
regulated rates of hire. 

236. In Bengal the Bnnghy is despatched daily except Sundays, 3 days 
being appropriated to public and 3 to private despatches. 

2*37. In Madras, the Banghy is despatched only 3 days in the week, hut 
the Dak Bangby to Tricbinopolj is despatched daily except on Sundays. 

238, In Bengal, parcels are received at the General Post Office for des¬ 
patch up to 3 P-U 

239. In Madras they are received up to 2 p.u. but on the day of despatch 
only till 12 a m. 

246. In Bengal, packages are sent hy Banghy up to 12 lbs, weight and 
a square of 12 inches by 15 inches deep. 

241, In Madras, packages are sent only up to €| lbs. weight and a cube 
of U inches. In hath Presidencies parcels are required to be cased in strong 
wav cloth and carefully sealed as a precaution against damp or robbery. 

242. In Bengal and Madras parcels may be sent by the letter Dak at 
Banghy rates, to stations where there is no Banghy. 

243. la Bengal, the sise and weight of Buch parcels is left to the discre¬ 
tion of the Deputy Postmaster despatching the same. 

244, In Madras, the weight is restricted to 80 Sicca weight rather less 
than 2 lbs. 

245, In Bombay, parcels can only be thus sent through the Post Office 
up to 25 Sicca weight and at single letter postage for every 4 Sicca weight, 
except as above specified between Poonah and Bombay. 

246. In Bengal, the Banghy conveyance is a painted wooden box of 18 
inches cube. It is fastened with iron and closed by a small bar and padlock 
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which ii also sealed. It is covered OH the top with stout painted canvas, is 
birung and proof against -Any ordinary exposure to weather, but not always 
against the very heavy ruins. A Banghy iu»n carries two boxes, each box 
weighs from 13 tn 15 lbs. so that the weight of the two may be stated at 28 lbs. 
and thus out of Ibe maximum load for one man, *>., 50 lbs., 22 lbs. only of 
parcels are conveyed. 

247. In Madras, lhe Banghy conveyance is n globular wicker basket 
about 18 inches in diameter and the same in depth p covered with stout painted 
canvas lined with Dungaree cloth and closed by 5 staples p with an iron chain 
passing through the w hole, tied with a small cord and sealed. It is materially 
lighter, juat half that of the Bengal conveyance being not more than 7 Iba. in 
weight. Thun the two baskets weigh but 14 lbs. and a Madras Banghy man* 
conveying the same maximum weight as in Bengal carries 3b lbs. of goods or 
14 lbs. more than the Bengal man. 

248. lu Bombay* the parcels to Poonab are conveyed in the same cart 
which transports the mail, But previous tn this arrangement, and when a 
Government Banghy conveyance wu* maintained from Bombay to Poonah, a 
very strong rattan basket* covered with painted canvas, about 18 inches in 
diameter by 12 deep a ml fastened by a brass staple and pad luck, was used. 
The weight of these boskets was about- 11 lbs. each, so that out of a full ]ond 
of 50 lbs., the Bombay Banghyman carried 28 lbs. of parcels, i.e., 6 pounds 
more than the Bengal Banghyman and 8 pounds less than the Madras Banghy 
harder. 

249. In Bengal, the Banghy is extensively employed both by Government 
and individuals but ihe proportion of articles forwarded to Calcutta is so much 
less than those despatched from the Presidency that whereas 5 men are main¬ 
tained at every stage fa run vp on the road to Cawnpore only 2 are retained 
to run ilmrn. 

250. hi Bengal besides the regular Banghy there are also extra Baugh ie# 
which are entertained by the Post Office for the trip, according as their service# 
arc required. The number oi such Banghies is considerable, and it is some* 
what worthy of remark that the charge for a whole Banghy of 50 lbs, is the 
same only as is charged for half that weight. The cause for this anomaly doe# 
nut appear. As many as 59 extra Banghies are occasionally despatched in one 
month from the Calcutta General Post Office. 

251. In Madras, the Banghy being confined to only two roads- ia not 
available in the same proportion an in the Bengal Presidency, It is still how¬ 
ever extensively employed especially by (kwennamt 

252. In Bengal, persons are permitted to amd loiters made up in packets 
by tho Banghy, at Banghy rates* if they happen to prefer such convfey&nee. 
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In Madras lliia practice is prohibited under heavy penalties and 
any parcel suspected to cod tain letters is liable to be examined at the Post 
Uifiee in presence of the person to whom it is addressed. It is to be observed 
iliat this restriction formerly existed m Penpal, but was abolished some years 
ago. 

do4. Throughout India, valuables are not knowingly received for des¬ 
patch by the Bangby in order to guard us effectually as possible against the 
probability of robbery or detention of this conveyance. 

255. In Bengal, a few years ago the practice of stealing from the Bangby 
was very prevalent. This in Mr, Elliot's opinion resulted in a great measure 
from its being conveyed in cane petnrnhs but partly also from the sluw rate of 
travelling, and the stoppage* at night in chvlceex on the road, by which ample 
opportunity was afforded for the perpetration of such offences. The Bangby 
is now conveyed la stout wooden boxes, no stoppages are allowed, it being alifeo 
the duty and interest of the contractor to prevent them; if« speed lms been 
materially augmented, it travels all night in like manner as the Mall and 
wherever necessary guards are furnished for its protection. The offence of 
stealing from the Bangby has in consequence of late years materially dimi¬ 
nished and has now almost entirely ceased. 

256- The rates of Bangby postage are very different in each Presidency 
us will appear from the annexed contrasted statement O. Between scales in¬ 
creasing by such dissimilar gradations in respect to weight to charge and to 
distance, jl is difficult to frame any accurate average: but it may he generally 
stated that the Madras scale is materially higher than that of Bengal, and is 
veiy often double, while in Bom hay on the only route whereon parcels ate con¬ 
veyed, the rat# is lower than in Bengal. 

257. In Bengal, the scale for a single Buaghy commences with a mini¬ 
mum weight of 50 Siccas, u minimum distance of 50 miles and a minimum 
charge of 0 annas and increases to a maximum distance of 2,300 mile* for 
which the churge is 108 annus for 50 Sicca weight. At 1,100 miles the charge 
is -jl annas. III respect to weight the Bengal scale increases regularly by 
50 Sicca : 100 Sicca being rated ms double, 150 treble and so on to the maximum 
weight of 540 Siccus or 12 lbs, 

258. In Madras the scale commences with a minimum weight of 50 Sicca b, 
a minimum distance of SO miles am] a minimum charge of 12 annas and in¬ 
creases to a maximum distance of 1,140 miles, for which the charge is 92 annas 
for 50 Sicca weight. In respect to weight the Madras scale increases by 30 
Siccas at a time, tbe charge increasing somewhat irregularly from 30 to nearly 
50 per cent, for each additional 30 Siccas, up to tbe maximum weight of 280 
Siccas or 6$ lbs, 
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359. la Bombay a parcel not containing writings or printed papers and 
not exceeding 4 lbs. 162 Siccas or one cubic foot in she is forwanleil to 
Poonah 96 miles by the Dak Contractor at a charge of 16 annas or for every 
lb, exceeding 42 annas extra, These charges arc the property of the contractor 
and do not form any portion of the Post Olfice collections. Beyond Poo nab 
parcels ran only he conveyed by Dak up to 25 Sicca weight, and ot a charge 
of single letter post age for every 4 Siccas. But the Postmaster at Pooiiah for- 
wards parcels, to other stations by coolies supplied through the Dak Overseer. 

2G0. In Bengal and Madras, Banghy postage must be paid in advance, 
save on parcels received by sea, or on Books, Pamphlets and Papers received 
direct from the Press and which arc despatched under an approved responsibi¬ 
lity for the postage. In Bengal this privilege Is also extended to pamphlets, 
or periodicals imported hy Book-sellers. 

261, In rase of refusal by the parties, the packets are returned to llie 
render who has to pay direct and return postage, 

2G2. In Bengal, parcels imported and forwarded by Baughy are subject¬ 
ed to the usual By ugh y rates as far as 300 Si reus* but if above that weight 
are charged only half those rotes. 

263. Franking .— The power and privileges of Franking vary materially 
under the Severn! Presidencies. It may, however, be stated generally that in 
enc-h + u certain number of high functionaries, as well as certain authorities in 
Europe, Wr. t the India Board* the Directors, etc., enjoy the privilege ui send¬ 
ing anil receiving all letters and parcels free. At Madras this indulgence, a* 
impact* lha sanding letters franked* on the port of such authorities as reside 
within that Presidency is accompanied hy n stipulation similar to that in force 
in England, in respect to Members of both Houses of Parliament, that the 
whole direction must be in the handwriting of such officer, and that it must also 
hear the date and place whence despatched by post. 

■V.ff,-—The Frank ol n Member of cither House of Parliament does not 
entitle a letter in India to pass free, 

264. I is each Presidency p certain public officer* possess the power of 
franking lei tors in the public service* hut the system is nut uniform, several 
authorities being permitted to frank in one Presidency to whom the power \& 
uot allowed in another, 

265- In Bengal, the Government Secreturies T the Postmasier-Generaf, 
Resident* and Political Agents* arc permitted to frank on private service." 

266. A similar privilege, including also the Adjutant. Qua tier-master* 
and Commissary General, formerly existed at Madras and Bombay, but has 



EARLY DAYS OF POSTAL ADMINISTRATION ix [KD1A 195 


recently been abolished at both these Presidencies, at Bombay under date 13th 
October, 1832, at Madras from April 1st, 1834. 

287. In Madras, ihe public: officers nre now divided into two eases “ those 
"who have power to frank all letters on the public service r ‘ and “ those who have 
pbwer to frank such letters, only to certain specified authorities or within cer¬ 
tain divisions or districts ” and it should be stated that since the revision of 
the franking rules at Madras in 1833-34, when the above system was intro¬ 
duced, and certain privileges withdrawn, the number of public letters has 
materially decreased. 

288. Iu Bombay, a distinction with respect to certain authorities is mode 
between a letter on “ service " and one on the service ” the cause for which 
is not apparent. But ull public officers, subordinate to that Presidency are 
required to send in monthly a declaration on honour that the contents of all 
letters and envelopes received, as well as all letters and envelopes despatched 
on ihe service Love been exclusively confined to official matters. 

289. It has been declared by the Government of India, that no public 
officer shall send or cause or permit to lie sent under a cover bearing his frank 
any letter paper, writing or other enclosure, other than what shall relate to 
the public business of their respective departments. The power of franking 
is not restricted to documents written in official form but is extended to all 
letters which public officers have occasion to write on the public service, 
relating solely and exclusively to the business of their respective offices and 
departments. 

278. In the event of any breach of the foregoing regulations, the Post¬ 
master-General at each Presidency is authorised to levy an amount equal to leu 
times the regulated postage. Subordinates detected in introducing private 
documents into public covers are ordered to be dismissed, and any public officer 
affixing bis frank to such documents, is ordered to be fined ten times the amount 
of postage, and to be reported to Government fur sueh orders as may Ite 
deemed proper. 

271. The Postmaater-General is moreover authorised to cause any franked 
letter respecting which there may be grounds of suspicion to be opened prior 
to delivery, in the presence of the parlies to whom such letter or pared may 
be addressed, or their Agents. Heads of Departments are, moreover, enjoined 
themselves to open all public letters to their address and to send to the Post 
«pffice eveiy private letter enclosed under such public covers. In each Presi¬ 
dency the lei tors of all non-commissioned soldier and sailors, and also of 
Native commissioned, non-commissioned and Sepoys and certain camp followers 
pass free of postage, when franked by their respective commanding officers. 
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Such letters are restricted to the size and weight of a single sheet of ordinary 

paper, 

272. In Bengal and Bombay the number of such letters is not restricted. 
In Madras it is restricted to one daily for every hundred men. In Bombay* 
the letter must be brought open to the officer who is to frank the same, 

27 si. The Bengal Post master-General observes that the system as in force 
in Bengal affords a great opportunity for fraud, it being notorious that both 
classes sell their privilege and take the letters of the Native Bankers and others 
to their commandments for signature. Mr. Elliot proposes m a check* that 
each sepoy should bo permitted to write only to certain members of his family 
to be registered, but admits that ibis practice would occasion much trouble, 
and probably be but little attended to after alL 

274. It is necessary here to bring to the notice of Government the prodi¬ 
gious increase in public correspondence in India since the year 1824-25. This 
increase Las been very great at Madras, as shown in the annexed statement P 
but till more at Bombay, where it will bs perceived it has actually doubled* 
and this increase has taken place notwithstanding the introduction of a system 
which directs that whenever two or more letters arc to be despatched to one 
authority from any office by the same Dak, the whole shall be placed under 
one envelope. 

275. The Committee regret that, on account of the destruction of records 
rendered necessary to prevent enormous accumulation of papers which have 
become useless for office purposes in the Bengal Post Office* with the sanction 
of Government, they are not able to ascertain to what extent the increase in 
public correspondence has been carried in ihut Presidency - 

27b. The letters of public officers who have occasion to correspond on 
mutters purely of si public nature, but who are not themselves privileged to 
frank* are franked by certain regulated authorities, tn whom it is their duty 
to suhtiih them for that purpose. 

277. Letters inaccurately franked are subjected to postage. 

278. The mode of posting bearers for travellers throughout India differs 
in each Presidency. In Bengal, it is conducted entirely by the Post Office De¬ 
partment, unless parties prefer to post bearers privately for themselves. In 
Bombay it is partially conducted by that department! but on a system very 
dissimilar from that of Bengal while in Madras it has no connection with the 
Post Office* but is conducted by the Chief Police Magistrate at the Presidency 
and by Collectors and Magistrates of districts in the mofussil. We shall ac¬ 
cordingly briefly notice each system in succession. But we must first bring 
to the notice of Government one point, in which the Presidencies of Bengal 
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ami Bombay iLifier materially from (but of Madras. In lbe two former, ibe 
hire of bearers, as well as of coolies, carts, etc., is not fiifitl by any Governiuejit 
Regulation, but varies accord'ng to circumstances iu almost every district, and 
each buraar apparently has its own rate. In ilutlrtis the rate is fixwl by Oor* 
einmeut Regulation. II individuals cboose of their own accord to hire them¬ 
selves for less than the regulated amounts they are ul liberty so to do, but they 
cannot enact a larger amount of hire. 

279. Throughout Hen gal ami Agrnb, Dnk liearers are posted for travellers 
by the Post Office Depart meat, The traveller pays in advance into the Post 
i IfHce, ordering the Dak, a sum at the rote of ft annas a mile, ami 4 annas more 
us securitr against loss by demurrage. If no delays occur the 4 annas arc re¬ 
funded. The hire due to the hearers is paid to them by the Post Office De- 
| ailment, and as the rburge of 8 as. more than defrays till expenses incurred on 
tli it) account, the surplus is carried to a fund called the 44 staying Bungalow 
fund M a portion of which is expended for the maintenance of certain servants 
employed in its superintendence, and the remainder is retained for appropria¬ 
tion to the repair of public Bungalows. It will hereafter appear that all the 
servants employed on these duties are nnt charged lo this head. 

280. We have preferred enquiries to the local authorities on a variety of 
points connected with the management of this branch of the department, res¬ 
pecting winch wc were unable to procure information ul the General Post Office, 
and which we shall accordingly embody, when rereived, in our second or 
financial report. 

281. The amount at the credit of Deputy Postmasters on this account for 

K-n-iois , 33 , W9 the year 1834-35, as shown by a memorandum of 

l>i<l>ursemenls ... the Revenue Accountant, was Its. 18,4'73 as per 

•Mr 3 margin. 

283. A set of Bearers throughout Bengal ami Agra consists of 8 bearers, 
3 ninssalgies and 2 Danghy butdars, unless parties please to order more of each. 

283. In Madras until recently, the facilities for Dak travelling were very 
far behind those in Bengal, and it was exceedingly expensive. Bearers had 
however, been established at regulated stations on all the principal mads in 
Mvsore, by the Government of that State, from the fall of Seriogaputam, and 
n few years since some sets of bearers were also established by our Government 
along the southern route to the Neelghcries, 

284. This system has recently been improved ami extended, and 2 sots 
of hearers are now established, southward along ibe road from Madras to 
Shenlly in Tanjore, and again from Trichinopoly to Ootacamnnd, as also west¬ 
ward from Madras to Haitmungnlnim, where they join the bearers of the Mysore 
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Gov eminent. These hearers are maintained on permanent Lire at the expense 
of Govern merit, and a charge for the same is made in nd ranee to travellers at 
the rate of 8 annas a mile, and the amount paid into the Collector's Treasury, 
if in the inofiissil and into the Police Office, f at the Presidency. The whole 
of these bearers are generally under the Superintendent of Police at Madras, 
who issues the necessary instructions to the local nulhorifes, on all other 
routes, hearers are posted on application to the nearest local magisterial officer, 
who issues the necessary instructions and reports when the Dak is ready. The 
charge for such bearer is 5 annas for every mile they cany a loaded palanquin, 
and half that rale for every mile they travel to their station. The travellers 
receive from the officer vlio prepares the Dab, a memorandum showing the sta¬ 
tions where the bearers are posted, and the amount to he paid to each set. noi 
including demurrage. The traveller pays (he hearers himself, enters each 
payment on the fare of the above memorandum, and nt the conclusion of the 
Dak returns the same to the proper officer for registration, stating that the 
sums specified have been severally paid, aud noting any complaint that he may 
have to offer relative to the conduct of the bearers. 

285. A set of hearers in Madras Presidency consists of 15 bearers. I 
massanljee. and 1 Baugby harder. 

286. The accounts of receipts and disbursements of the Government 
hearers are rendered by the Collectors of District in which the bearers are 
severally located. 

287. The above arrangements, together with a revised rate of hire for 
hearers throughout the Madras Territories, ritl? statement Q, were recommend- 
od by a Madras Committee in February, 1835. but were only carried into effect 
so recently as November last. 

288. In Bombay, the duty of posting bearers for the public has been con¬ 
ducted by the Post Office Department at Poonah, by order of Government since 
1828, but is not extended “by order” to any other station. It Is, however, 
the practice of the Postmaster-General at Bombay and of his Deputies nt Out 
stations, to afford their assistance gratuitously, when required, in furtherance 
of this service. But these officers are not permitted to exercise any control 
over the several bearers employed , Travellers proceeding by Dak, pay the 
money, for the same in advance to the Deputy Postmaster who transfers it to 
the Muccadum or Surbanoy, t.e., Native Overseer who supplies the bearers. The 
*um so paid is agreeably to the regulated hire of the men, and no portion of 
'he same is retained by the Deputy Postmaster, nor is any account of such re¬ 
ceipts and disbursements entered in the general accounts of the Post Office 
Department. 
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289, The Mnccadum or Native Overseer rereives a fee of I rupee per each 
set of beer el's posted. 

290, A set of bearers in Bombay consists of 12 men with 1 Mmmuljee and 
1 Bangtiy burdar. 

291, We have thought it unnecessary in Ibis our first report in the 
Post Office Department to do more than submit the detail of the several systems 
as they actually exist. Tito suggestions we may have to offer in modification 
and improvement of the same, in the establishment of one uniform system for 
the whole of India in connection with the present and probable future Financial 
results in this department will fonu the subject of a further report at ns early 
a period ns may be pract icable. 


G. A. KIDDONS, 

II»». Member. 
T. J. TAYLOR, 

Secretary. 


We have, etc., 

J. A. CRAWFORD. 
W. It. YOUNG, 

II. BOlUtADAILE, 
H. BABIXGTOX, 

C. E. TREVELYAN, 


APPENDIX. 

Statement C (FtVle Paha 25.) 

Extract of letter from the PottmtUtter-GeneraJ to the Secretary to the Po*t 
Office Couunitt.ee, dated the 2Qtft June, 1&15. 

7. The Deputy Postmaster is supposed to superintend the collections and 
the duty generally, ns well of the subordinate chowkies, ns his own office, all 
subjects of complaints at either one or the other nre referable to him. He has 
besides, except where separate contracts exist, the control of the moil and 
Banghy establishments throughout his division and the duty of providing 
Dak Bungalow for Travellers. The quantity of trouble thus entailed on the 
Deputy Postmaster" varies of course with the length und number of the mail 
roads leading through the Divisions, the extent and population of bis own 
station and other circumstances, but in aU cases, where there ore more roads 
than one, the details required of the Deputy Postmaster, arc sufficient to 
occupy a fair portion of his time, supposing him to perform the duty himself. 
Consequently those offices, which ore under the charge of col lectors, or other 
officers, holding them cio, nre but rarely superintended as they ought to 

be. < )n this subject. I have the honor to annex ‘extracts as noted below of letters 

• Ex react from Postmaster General’s letters to Government ajtb January, jist August, and 
19th Dercmbtr iSjf, 
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addressed by me to Government. That the sentiments therein expressed ore 
correct, has been confirmed in my mind by further experience, and 1 fed 
Ltitam iii.it so long ns Government persist in nmintniiiiug this merely nominal 
superintendence, the improvement in the Tost Office Department will be 
rendered doubly difficult. I have no hesitation in saving, that had an opposite 
system been resorted lo o years ago, an improvement infinitely greater than 
has taken place would now be apparent, rnnl as little, in further asserting, that 
o perseverance on the same system, will go far to defeat the exertions of future 
Dost masters-Ge trend to improve the mail conveyance of the country, to the 
degree to whicL 1 know it to be capable of improvement. 

At present, the Collector at one station, the Deputy Collector nml 
Joint Magistrate at mint her, the Political Resident at a third, is the Deputy 
postmaster, all these ufilms have business of their own, of so much greater 
importance, that they rarely, if ever, interfere further with the Post Office 
ilniii to affix iheir signatures to such papers as the Moonshee beings them. To 
remedy this, Government permit them to transfer the detail duties to their 
assistants. This being done, Mr. Assistant A takes charge, but being the week 
following ordered to under lake some duty in the mnfussil, he is compelled to 
deliver over the Post Office to Mr. Assistant B, who being in bin turn sent to 
make a settlement turns the Post Office over again to the Collector, and in this 
way the transfers tnke place bo rapidly from one person, whose more important 
n vocations render it impossible for him lo do the duty, in i, not her. who is fre¬ 
quently a young man fresh from College, and totally incapable of performing 
it, so that it is not uncommon, when f ulling for a report respecting any ir¬ 
regularity that has occurred to find that the office changes hands three or four 
times before the necessary information is obtained. 

9* tin this point I would beg leave to refer lire Committee to a corres¬ 
pondence noted below respecting the less of a certain sum embezzled in the 
Feat Office at Futtyglmr, It will show how impossible it is to fix res¬ 
ponsibility upon any individual under such-a system nyd other similar 
instances are not wonting to prove this if necessary. 


* Pwtaiarter ttnmlli lr 1[er to ( overcmeat jnj April .S^, Fultyghur, Deputy Postnawtefs 
c,hT to the l'«t matter General 9 th February. is 14 ; PmUnwter Geaeral's reply »«h Febmarv 
18J4, Deputy Postmaster's re ly thereto i&th March. 1S34. 


(To be continued.) 
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